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Unease  as  unions  sidelined  on  pre-election  manifesto  •   NEC  rules  against  candidate 

•   It 

Patrick  Wintour 

and  Larry  EIDott 
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The  method  could  become  a' model  for  consultation  for  Mr 
Blair  in  government  but  is 
seen  by  the  left  as  a   further 
marginalisation  of  the  trade 
union  voice. 
The  manifesto  is  to  he 

drawn  up  this  summer,  with 
a   ballot  likely  around  Christ- 

mas. It  will  cover  the  econo- 
my, the  welfare  state,  the  con- 

stitution and  Europe,  but  will 
not  include  tax  and  spending 

pledges. 
The  plan  outlined  by  Mr 

Blair  followed  a   bruising  dis- 

cussion on  the  party’s 
National  Executive  Commit- 

tee yesterday.  It  is  designed  to 
bind  the  rank  and  file  into  his 
vision  of  New  Labour,  distil 
its  election  pledges  Id  reduce 

exposure  to  Conservative  dis- 
tortion and  inject  the  sense  of 

momentum  around  the  party 
in  the  crucial  months  leading 
to  the  election. 

Mr  Blair  said:  "For  the  first 
time  a   political  party  will  be 
entering  a   general  election 
with  its  programme  for  gov- 

ernment voted  upon  by  its 
party  members.  It  will  nail 
for  ever  any  doubt  that  we  are 
anything  other  than  New 

Labour." 
NEC  members,  not  just  on 

the  left,  said  the  ballot  plan 
was  criticised  by  the  clear 
majority  of  the  speakers  at 

yesterday’s  meeting,  includ- 
ing some  key  union  voices. 

Some  warned  a   move  to  plebi- 

scitary democracy  would 

damage  the  expected  pre-elec- tion mood  of  unity  at  party 
conference.  Others  claimed  a 
low  turnout  in  the  ballot 

might  allow  the  Tories  to  ar- 
gue that  Mr  Blair  is  leading  a reluctant  party. 

Two  NEC  sources  claimed 
resistance  had  been  so  in- 

tense that  they  were  left  with 
the  impression  that  Mr  Blair 
would  simply  invite  the  mem- 

bership to  pledge  themselves 
to  support  the  programme, 
rather  than  hold  a   ballot 
However,  Labour  officials 

said  the  proposals  were 
passed  22  to  2.  The  document 
states  dearly  the  pre-mani- 

festo programme  “will  be  put 
to  a   full  ballot  of  all  individ- 

ual members  to  provide  a 
firm  pledge  ...  to  support  and.  \ 

deliver  Labour's  programme. 
There  must  be  no  doubt  what- 

ever at  the  end  of  this  process 

that  the  party  and  its  constit- 
uent parts  accept  and  agree 

this  programme". Both  John  Prescott,  the  dep- 
uty leader,  and  Robin  Cook, 

the  policy  supremo,  endorsed 
the  plan  as  a   chance  to  con- sult more  widely. 

Mr  Blair  described  the  doc- 
ument Road  to  the  Manifesto, 

as  his  contract  with  Britain, 
adding  that  the  innovatory 
process  “is  high-risk,  high 

gain". 

The  manifesto  will  be  pub- 
lished in  June,  put  to  the 

party  conference,  including 
the  unions,  without  the  possi- 

bility of  amendment  in  Octo- 
ber. and  then  to  ballot  around 

Christmas. 
For  the  left  Diane  Abbott, 

who  voted  against  the  plan 

along  with  Dennis  Skinner, 
said:  "I  am  very  concerned  at 
drawing  up  a   manifesto  that 
goes  to  conference  which  can- 

not be  amended,  but  offered 

only  on  a   take- it-or- leave- it basis.  I   can  only  assume  the 
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idea  of  a   ballot  is  to  under- 
mine the  principle  of  confer- 

ence sovereignty."  Most  NEC members,  judging  by  the 

voices  at  yesterday’s  meeting, are  uncomfortable  with  the 
idea  of  plebiscitary 
democracy. 

Disunity  within  Labour 
over  Europe  will  be  exposed 
today,  when  50  MPs  from 
right  and  left  of  the  party  join 
forces  to  demand  that  Labour 

immediately  rule  out  joining 
a   single  currency. 

In  a   show  of  strength  aimed 
at  underlining  their  leverage 
in  a   future  Blair  administra- 

tion, Labour's  Eurosceptics challenge  the  leadership  to 

drop  its  “wait-and-see"  ap- proach to  monetary  union 

and  open  up  the  debate. The  move  has  been  timed  to 
coincide  with  the  EC  summit 

starting  in  Turin  tomorrow 

and  indicates  that,  with  al- 
most a   fifth  of  the  parliamen- 
tary party  signing  up,  Mr 

Blair  potentially  faces  as  big  a 
problem  over  Europe  as  Mr 

Major. Labour  has  tried  to  play 

down  the  arguments  over 
monetary  union,  portraying 

them  as  a   problem  for  the 
Conservatives.  But  Alan 
Simpson,  chair  of  the  leftwing 

Campaign  Group,  said:  “The 

idea  that  Labour  should 
remain  silent  on  where  it 
stands  is  not  a   credible 

position". 

Austin  Mitchell,  horn  the 
other  wing  of  the  party,  said: 
"It  is  necessary  for  us  to  say 

we  are  not  going  into  mone- 
tary union.  We  should  say  we 

are  not  going  into  this 

monstrosity.” 

Leader  comment,  page  8 

Plaudits  for  Dearing  revolution 
Eurostar  makes  hash  of  poster 

campaign  pushing  Amsterdam 
Donald  MacLeod 

and  John  Carvel 

THE  most  fundamental 
shake-up  of  education 
and  training  since  the 

war  was  launched  yesterday 
when  the  Government  with 

all-party  support  embraced 
sweeping  recommendations 

for  change  for  the  16-19  age 
group. 
From  next  year  young 

people  will  be  able  to  follow 
broader  sixth  form  courses, 

mixing  A   levels  with  voca- 
tional subjects,  while  14-year- 

olds  disaffected  with  school 
will  have  the  chance  to  take 

practical  courses  in  the  work- 
place or  at  further  education  ] 

colleges.  All  students  will 
have  to  learn  communication 

and  numeracy  skills  in  a 
package  which  brings  Eng- 

land and  Wales  more  closely 
in  tune  with  Scotland  and  the 
rest  of  Europe. 

■uzsgssE&smmmmm® 
It  National  framework  for  afl  qualifications:  academic,  applied,  vocational. 

«   14-yeer-okis  E&te  to  taka  appied  and  vocational  courses  al  cotege  or 
workplace  training- 

i-  Keep  A   levels  alongside  new  bread  -■ 
Baccalaureate- type  National  Diploma  ̂  

;   Scrap  AS  levels  In  favour  ot  exam  at  17  .   r|j 

covering  find  hatt  of  A   level  course.  "« 

*   Simpler  assessment/more  rigorous  testing  ot 

GNVQs.  renamed  ‘Applied  A   levels’. 

(-  Relaunch  Youth  Training,  improve  careers  . 

Sir  Ron  OBBrina .   4 
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The  present  jungle  ot  16,000 
qualifications  will  be  stream- 

lined into  three  distinct  path- 

ways —   academic,  "applied” subjects  at  school  or  college, 
and  workplace  vocational 
courses. 

Hie  reforms,  proposed  by 

the  Government's  senior  edu- 

Britain 

cation  adviser.  Sir  Ron  Dear- 
ing, and  endorsed  by  Gillian 

Shephard,  the  Education  and 
Employment  Secretary,  will 

go  ahead  whatever  the  gen- eral election  result  thanks  to 
Sir  Ron's  careful  groundwork 
in  building  a   consensus  from 

the  right  wing  of  the  Conser- 

vative Party'  to  the  teaching 

unions.  Labour's  education 
spokesman,  David  Blunkett, 
attempted  to  steal  some  of 
Mrs  Shephard's  thunder  by 
adopting  many  of  the  propos- 

als as  his  own  last  week. 
The  report  from  Sir  Ron. 

chairman  of  the  School  Cur- 
riculum and  Assessment  Au- 
thority, brought  a   confetti  of 

congratulatory  statements 
from  business,  unions  and  all 
sections  of  the  educational  es- 

tablishment. which  had  been 

primed  for  the  package  dur- 
ing months  of  careful consultation.. 

In  the  Commons  there  was 

scarcely  any  echo  of  the  criti- 
cism from  traditionalist  Con- servative MPs  which  greeted 

previous  attempts  during 

Lady  Thatcher's  premiership 

to  meddle  with  the  “gold  stan- Tnrn  to  page  3,  column  6 

Leader  comment,  pages 
Letters,  page  8 

Richard  Alcock 

\   A   /HEN  Euros  tar  decided 
VV  to  advertise  the  speedy 
access  of  its  trains  to  the 
Amsterdam  high  life,  it 
failed  to  take  account  of 
protests  from  the  Dutch tourist  authorities. 
Now  a   poster  pointing  to 

the  delights  of  the  city’s 
drug  scene  has  been  with- 

drawn from  London  Under- 
ground stations  because, 

according  to  Eurostar. 

people  had  “misconstrued" 
the  image  of  Van  Gogh 
smoking  a   joint. 
The  advert  is  one  of  a 

tongue-in-cheek  series  on 

European  “Secret  Cities”. Lille  is  associated  with  De 

Gaulle;  Brussels  is  repre- 

sented by  its  famous  urinat- 
ing cherub. 

The  Amsterdam  adver- tisement showed  the  artist 
with  a   well-packed  joint 

Hesdfh  workers 
-   must  do  more  to 

penetrate  the 
“innerworld" 

of  mentally  ill  ' p^ierrtsian::  \ 

IMpiy reported 

Alain  Madelin, 

the  rebel  former 
French  finance minister.  Is  tipped 

to  replace  Vatery 
Glscard  d’Estaing -as  UDF  leader  . 

More  than  2,000 

jobs  are  to  go  at United  Utilities  : 

and  1   £00  at 
Pilkington,  but 

Jaguar  will  create 

upto6,000- 

;Ih"eAmehcan . • ...  .   ■ 

fk^se;C^ar(  won"- 

the  Cfubdi  World' 
' 

Cup,  as  the  Arab home  team  failed  to 

shawl  Britain's 
Pent  ire  was  fourth 

and  a   cannabis  leaf  promi- 
nently displayed. A   Eurostar  spokesman 

said  the  advertisement  bad 
been  “misconstrued  by  var- 

ious sources”  who  com- 
plained about  its  encour- agement of  drug  tourism, 

which  Amsterdam  is  trying 

to  curb.  "Because  people  in- 
terpreted it ;   that  way,  we 

thought  it  best  to  withdraw 
it,”  he  said.  “The  initial 

idea  was  harmless.” 
But  the  advert  would  be 

bard  to  construe  as  any- 

thing other  than  an  invita- 
tion to  go  and  smoke  hash- 
ish, said  a   |   spokeswoman 

for  the  Netherlands  Tour- 
ism Board  whose  director, 

Theo  Lingmont,  had  com- 
plained to  Eurostar. 

‘‘The  implication  was 

very  clear  and  unmissable. 
The  textiine  also  hinted 

strongly  at  the  drags,”  she said.  “The  city  has  so  much 

more  to  offer.” Comment  and  Letters  a 
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threatens 

EU  summit 
Stephen  Bates  in  Brussels 
and  Michael  White 

THE  Government  last 

night  grudgingly 
 
wel- comed the  European 

Commission'
s  

offer  of financial  compensati
on  

to 
ease  the  cost  of  slaughterin

g 

BSE-tainte
d  

cattle,  which 

could  cost  nearly  £3  billion over  the  next  five  years. 

But  ministers  and  officials 
on  both  sides  of  the  Channel 
were  far  from  confident  that  a 
deal  on  the  scale  of  the  likely 
cull  could  be  struck  before  the 

EU  inter-governmental  con- ference starts  tomorrow  in 
Turin.  The  meeting  could  be 
badly  damaged  by  a   symbolic 
test  of  European  solidarity 
over  mad  cow  disease. With  the  two  sides  haggling 

over  the  legal  basis  for  com- 
pensatory payments,  the 

Agriculture  Minister,  Doug- 
las Hogg.  last  night  revealed that  slaughtering  up  to  15,000 

30-month-old  cows  a   week 

would  cost  £2.8  billion  over 
five  years. 

The  European  Commission 

yesterday  unanimously  en- dorsed its  worldwide  ban  on 
British  beef  and  by-products, 

but  promised  to  review  the 
move  within  six  weeks.  The 
move  came  as  the  Dutch  gov- 

ernment announced  it  had  or- dered the  destruction  of 64,000 

British  cattle  in  the  Nether- 
lands and  was  advising  con- 

sumers not  to  eat  British  beef. 

Both  Britain’s  European 
commissioners,  Neil  Kinnock 
and  Sir  Leon  Brittan,  voted 
for  the  ban,  claiming  they  had 

between  them  won  significant 
concessions,  particularly 
over  the  six-week  review.  Sir 
Leon  drafted  the  compensa- 

tory clause. 
But  the  concession  did  not 

placate  Downing  Street, 
where  officials  called  the  ban 
"disappointing  and  dispro- 

portionate”. They  pledged  to 
reverse  it  even  as  they  fought 
for  a   compensation  package. 

Franz  Fischler,  the  Aus- 

trian agriculture  commis- 
sioner, told  the  European  Par- 

liament that  the  commission 
would  expect  enforcement  of 

the  ban  to  be  rigorous.  “There 

Former  anti-apartheid  activist  John  '   NEC  said  yesterday  in  a   ruling  which  African  police  against  another  activist 
Lloyd  (above)  is  not  fit  to  be  Labour’s  could  lead  to  an  rill  with  the  local  hanged  in  1964.  Report,  page  3 
parliamentary  candidate  in  Exeter,  the  party.  Mr  Lloyd  gave  evidence  to  South  photograph:  marc  wll 

are  no  blank  cheques,  nor 
should  the  impression  be 
given  that  we  are  just  waiting 

to  pay  out." 

John  Major  said:  "We  do 
not  think  there  is  a   public 

health  problem  with  British 
beef.  We  have  said  so  and  the 
scientists  have  said  so.  What 

has  happened  is  collective 
hysteria,  partly  media,  partly 

Opposition,  partly  European. “What  we  need  to  do  to 

restore  public  confidence  is  to 
have  the  European  ban  lifted 
so  that  world  export  markets 
are  open  and  produce  a   pack- 

age that  will  reassure 

people." 

Mr  Fischler  denied  trying 

to  punish  anyone.  He  told MEPs:  “The  ban  is  quite 

clearly  a   provisional  measure which  we  hope  will  be  lifted 
as  soon  as  possible  once  the 
necessary  measures  have been  taken.  We  call  upon  the 
UK  to  act  as  soon  as  possible 
to  produce  these  proposals  so 

we  can  all  work  together." The  commission's  panel  of veterinary  experts  from  all  15 

states  will  convene  again  in 
six  weeks'  time  and  may  visit 

Britain  to  review  the  mea- sures and  recommend  further 

steps. The  ban  is  affecting  other 

£U  states,  with  the  imposi- 
tion of  total  bans  on  all  Euro- pean meat  by  Egypt  and 

China. 
Spoils  of  beef  war,  page  4; 
Letters,  page  8 
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Put  the  Cabinet 
out  of  its  misery 

Simon  Hoggart 

A   CULL  of  the  Cabinet  is 
an  attractive  idea,  and 
would  do  much  to 

restore  confidence  in  British 

politicians  after  the  recent 

panic. It  should  be  carried  out  hu- 
manely: a   last  meal  of  pa  tide 

foie  gras,  boo^TWellington. 
and  a   decent  claret  Then  the 
stun  gun  in  the  neck  and  a 
conflagration  in  the  presence 
of  European  officials.  British 
politics  would  be  declared  safe 
for  public  consumption. 

Its  the  cows  Ifeel  sorry  for. 

Luckily  they  don’t  yet  have their  own  cable  TV  channel. 
“Good  evening.  Here  is  the 
news.  We're  all  going  to  die. 
die  I   tell  you!  Oh.  this  just  in, 

apparently  we're  not  going  to die. .   .or  at  least  not  all  of  us. 

Stay  with  us  for  Moosnight" 
In  the  meantime,  it's  worth 

doing  an  early  check  of  who's 
done  well  and  who's  failed  in the  beef  imbroglio. 

The  chief  loser  is  probably 
Stephen  Dorrell,  the  Health 
Secretary.  Mr  Dorrell  Is  intel- 

ligent and  honest — the  two 
attributes  least  admired  in 
Conservative  ministers. 

Looked  at  from  the  point  of 
view  of  a   Tory  backbencher, 
he  made  the  huge  initial  mis- 

take of  insisting  in  Cabinet 
that  we  be  told  there  might  be 
a   link  between  BSE  and  CJD. 

The  public  was  supposed  to 
react  to  this  candour  by  say- 

ing: “Gosh,  that's  reassuring. 
Minister — clearly  the  risk  is 
minuscule.  But  thanks  for  tell- 

ing us  anyway!”  Instead  they 
stopped  buying  beef. 

Mr  Dorrell  blamed  the  pub- 
lic. "It  isn’t  the  cows  who  are 

mad.  It’s  the  people,"  he  said. So  he  has  made  the  two  most 
fundamental  mistakes  of  mod- 

em politics:  attacking  the  vot- 
ers. and  being  unlucky.  He 

will  not  be  quickly  forgiven. 
Douglas  Hogg  has  also  had  a 

terrible  week.  ("Hog"  is  north- 
ern dialect  for  “young  sheep”, 

so  his  surname  means  “Shep- 
herd", as  does  mine.  Another 

variation  is  “Howard",  so  my 

family  and  I   have  the  humilia- 
tion of  sharing  a   name  with 

three  members  of  this Cabinet.)  .   . 

Mr  Hogg  seared  the  landed 
farmers  on  the  Tory  benches 

by  seeming  to  demand  a   mass cull  of  cattle.  Then  Ken  Clarke 

got  back  from  Africa.  (Did  you 
see  the  pictures  of  him  in 

Soweto,  shaking  hands  with  a 
man  in  a   giant  condom  and 

sunglasses?  Advice  to  adoles- 
cents: practise  safe  sex.  and 

never  wear  a   six-foot  condom 

with  eye  holes  in  the  end.) 

Mr  Hogg  was  overruled  by 
the  Chancellor.  So  the  crisis 

worsened,  and  it  turned  out 

that  he  might  have  been  right 

after  all.  But  will  he  be  for- 
given for  being  correct?  Of 

course  not 
John  Major  made  himself 

look  even  sillier  by  blaming 

the  Opposition  on  Tuesday.  I 
sensed  a   change  in  the  public 
mood  when  last  month  he 
blamed  Robin  Cook  for  the 
Scott  Report.  He  Is  losing  the 

one  thing  the  public  admired: 
his  honesty.  He  was  always 

dreary  and  uninspirationaL 
Now  he  seems  like  just  an- 

other political  sleazebalL 
Gavin  Strang,  the  Labour 

agriculture  spokesman,  did 
himself  some  good  by  being 
calm.  Mr  Strang  looks  as  if  he 
knows  one  end  of  a   cow  from 
the  other,  whereas  Harriet 
Harman  may  not 

She  has  been  trying  to  win 
back  support  for  the  Shadow 
Cabinet  elections  this  sum- 

mer. Her  attacks  on  the  Gov- 
ernment infuriated  Tory  MPs, 

who  appeared  to  imagine  that 

it  is  the  Opposition’s  job  to excuse  the  Government  for  all 
its  errors,  in  the  interests  of 
national  unity. 
Among  the  winners  will,  as 

ever,  be  the  formers.  They  will 
demand  compensation  for 
having  stuffed  their  livestock 
with  rancid  and  possibly  poi- 

sonous detritus  and  then  sold 
it  to  us.  No  other  industry 
would  get  this  treatment 
Would  we  compensate  Mars  if 

they  sold  us  poisonous  choco- late? Or  Ford,  if  the  brakes 
failed  on  their  cars? 

The  time  may  come  wheo 
we  ask  whether  we  really  need 
mass  agriculture.  Almost  all 
food  can  be  produced  more 
cheaply  elsewhere.  We  could 
convert  the  prairies  of  Eng- 

i   land  back  to  meadows  and 
hedgerows,  with  a   few  country 

parks  and  golf  courses.  We'd save  a   fortune  and  the  country 
would  be  much  better  off. 

First  night 

Hymn  to  romantic 

agony  falls  flat 
Michael  Billington 

Passion 

Queen's  Theatre,  London 

A   SOLITARY  female  pred- 
ZA  a   tor  yearns  obsessively 
/ Vfor  a   good-looking  young 
man  in  a   musical  based  on  a 
movie.  It  sounds  like  Sunset 
Boulevard  but  in  fact,  it  is  the 
new  Stephen  Sondheim- 
James  Lapine  musical.  Pas- 

sion, drawn  from  an  Ettore 
Scola  film  and  a   IPth  century 
Italian  novel. 
Though  stylishly  directed 

by  Jeremy  Sams,  it  strikes  me 
as  very  much  minor  Sond- 

heim In  which  the  action  and 
the  concluding  moral  are  un- 

usually at  odds. 
Hie  story  itself  is  pretty 

clear.  Giorgio,  a   handsome 
soldier,  is  forced  to  leave  his 
married  Milanese  mistress 
when  he  Is  posted  to  a   dreary 
provincial  outpost 

There  the  colonel's  cousin,  a 
sickly,  unprepossessing 
recluse  called  Fosca,  falls  in 
love  with  him.  Initially 
repelled  by  her  advances,  he 
takes  pity  on  her  but  compas- 

sion turns  eventually  to  love. 
Even  though  his  mistress  de- 

serts him  and  Fosca  dies,  we 
are  led  to  believe  that  Gior- 

gio's feelings  have  finally 
been  cracked  open  by  the  force 

of  Fosca’s  passion. As  a   story,  it  has  a   certain 

Gothic  power  with  Fosca  typi- 
fying those  repressed,  aban- doned women  who  haunt  19th 

century  fiction.  And,  as  long 
as  she  is  stalking  her  prey,  she 
has  a   fascination.  But  I   find 
hard  to  credit  that  Giorgio  is 
somehow  morally  improved 
by  his  encounter  with  this 
relentless  blood-sucker. 

We  are  meant  to  believe  that 

he  Is  a   thoughtless  narcissist 
gradually  opened  up  to  true 
feeling.  What  we  actually  see 
is  a   happy,  sexually  fulfilled 
man  slowly  being  tom  apart 

The  show  is  a   hymn  to  what 

Mario  Praz  called  “the  roman- 
tic agony".  While  that  may  be 

perfectly  valid,  it  does  not  ex- 
actly have  a   tonic  effect  on 

Sondheim's  music  and  lyrics. His  score  is  surprisingly 
monotonous.  Even  his  lyrics, 

except  in  the  case  of  the’mock- ingly  ironic  army  officers, 
lack  their  wonted  pungency 
and  wit. 

The  best  reason  for  seeing 

the  show  is  Maria  Friedman’s 
Fosca.  It  is  not  just  that  with 
her  swept-back  hair  and 

ghastly  pallor,  She  manages  to 
persuade  us  she  is  plain.  What 
she  captures,  particularly  in 
the  first  half,  is  the  demonic 

nature  of  Fosca’s  love:  her 
hands  ominously  flutter  In  the 
air  and  when  she  offers  Gior- 

gio a   flower  it  is  as  if  she  is 
present  lug  a   poisoned  chalice. 

Friedman  not  only  sings 

superbly  but  gives  a   perfect 
display  of  controlled  neurosis, 

Michael  Ball  as  the  en- 
trapped hero  deftly  suggests 

an  innocent  abroad  in  a   world 
of  feverish  passion  and  Helen 
Hobson  is  sensually  powerful 
as  his  epistolary  mistress. 

Sams's  production  is  also beautifully  designed  by  Paul 
Farnsworth  with  atmosphere 
evoked  through  semi-trans- 

parent burnish  ed-copper 
screens.  But,  although  the 
show  has  a   kind  of  agonised 
integrity,  it  lacks  the  authen- 

tic heartache,  yearning  and 
capacity  to  induce  tears  that 
permeates  just  about  every 
other  Sondheim  musical. 

This  review  appeared  In  some 

eefitions  of  yesterday's  paper. 

Journalists  win  fight  on 

disclosure  of  sources 

dare  Dyer 

JUDGES'  powers  to  jail  or fine  journalists  for  refUs- if  fine  journalists  for  refus- 
ing to  reveal  their  sources 

were  radically  curbed  yester- 
day by  the  European  Court  of 

Human  Rights  in  Strasbourg. 

It  held  by  an  11  to  seven  ma- 

jority that  judges’  wide  pow- ers to  order  journalists  to  dis- 

close the  name  of  a   source  “in 

the  interests  of  justice"  were 
“not  necessary  in  a   demo- 

cratic society”. This  may  force  the  Govern- ment to  change  the  Contempt  cf 
Court  Act  1981,  which  allows  for 

disclosure  of  sources  If  neces- 
sary far  national  security,  pre- 

1   ventton  of  disorder  or  crime,  or 
I   in  the  Interests  cf  justice.  In 
future,  judges  will  have  to  give 

greater  weight  to  the  impor- 
tance of  freedom  of  speech. 
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Israeli  judge  rejects  insanity  plea  as  convicted  zealot  Yigal
  Amir  warns  court  of  rivers  of  bl^ 

Rabin’s  killer  jailed  for  life 

:>g .'dren 
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\   Derek  Brown  in  Jerusalem 

YIGAL  AMIR  yelled, 

"the  state  of  Israel 

is  a   monstros
ity", 

as  he  was  bundled
 

out  of  court  yester- 
day to  begin  a   life  sentence

 

for  killing 
 
the  Israeli  prime 

minister
.  

Yitzhak 
 
Rabin. 

TV)  most  Israelis.  Amir  him- 

self is  a   monster.  "He  is  un- worthy of  anything  except 

pity  in  that  he  has  lost  all 
semblance  of  humanity,  ”   the 
presiding  judge,  Edmond 

Levy,  said. Amir  showed  little  emotion 
as  he  was  convicted.  A   slight 

figure  in  a   white  sweater,  sur- 
rounded by  guards,  be  even 

permitted  himself  one  of  the 
enigmatic  grins  that  have  in- furiated television  audiences 

during  the  five-month  trial. 
“Everything  I   did,  I   did  for 

the  people  of  Israel,  for  the 
Torah  of  Israel,  for  the  land  of 
Israel"  he  said  calmly. 

For  the  religious  student, 

aged  25,  the  life  sentence  will 
almost  certainly  mean  just 

that.  Most  murderers  in  Is- 
rael are  released  after  serving 

at  least  14  years,  though  some 
prisoners  —   notably  Palestin- 

ian political  killers  —   are  im- 
prisoned indefinitely. 

In  Amir’s  case.  President 
Ezer  Weizman  has  already  in- 

dicated that  he  will  reject  any 
move  to  reduce  the  sentence. 

The  court  made  its  intention 

clear  by  sentencing  Amir  to  an 
additional  six  years  for  wound- 

ing one  of  his  bodyguards. Amir  made  no  attempt  to 

deny  that  he  fired  the  fatal 
shots  that  killed  Mr  Rabin  as 
he  left  a   peace  rally  in  Tel 
Aviv  on  November  4.  A   reli- 

gious zealot.  Amir  said  his 
action  was  guided  by  God, 

and  by  Jewish  law. 
He  claimed  he  had  aimed  to 

paralyse  rather  than  kill  the 
prime  minister,  because  of 

the  government's  peace  ac- cords with  the  Palestinians.  It 
was  unforgivable,  in  his  view, 
for  a   Jew  to  give  up  part  of 
the  God-given  land  of  Israel 

It  was  partly  Amir’s  cool admission  of  guilt  and  utter 
lack  of  remorse  that  led  the 
Tel  Aviv  court  to  deliver  its 
damning  verdict  yesterday. 

Judge  Levy  dismissed  de- 
fence pleas  that  Amir  was 

mentally  unbalanced.  Al- 
though psychiatric  examina- 

tion had  shown  "narcissistic  1 
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Yigal  Amir,  flanked  by  court  guards .   After  yesterday’s  verdict,  he  said:  ‘I  committed  this  act  and  I   am  willing  to  pay  the  price’  photograph;  nati  harnhc 

and  schizoid  elements"  in  his 
personality,  his  intellectual 
capacity  was  very  high. 
“He  devised  and  planned 

the  action  with  which  he  is 
charged  over  a   long  period  of 
time.  The  action  was  carried 
out  in  a   rational  fashion,  and 
in  accordance  with  his  world 

view,"  Judge  Levy  said.  ' 

The  judge  concluded:  “With premeditation  and  incredible 

composure,  he  decided  that 

killing  the  late  prime  minis- ter is  the  last  way  in  which  to 

stop  the  peace  process  which was  not  to  his  liking,  and  he 

followed  this  path  to  the  end." As  his  guilt  was  pro- 
nounced, Amir  briefly  buried 

his  head  in  his  hands.  Then, 
askari  i£Lhe  bad  anything  to 

say,  said:  “All  the  power  is  in the  hands  of  the  government. 

For  three  years  they  used  it 
cynically.  The  little  man 
could  only  demonstrate  and 
raise  his  voice,  but  even  that 
was  barred  in  recent  years. 

"For  this  reason,  I   had  no 
choice  but  to  commit  this  act 
even  though  it  ran  against  the 
grain  of  my  own  personality, 
because  the -damage  to. the 
people  of  Israel  is  irreversible 
and  we  already  see  the  result 

1   on  the  street.  Everything  they 

have  done  in  the  last  three 

years  will  lead  to  rivers  of blood. 
"I  committed  this  act  and  I 

am  willing  to  pay  the  price, 

but  those  who  caused  thou- 
sands of  people  to  die  will 

never  pay  the  price.  They  are 

protected  by  the  system.” 
He  added:  ’This  was  a   show 

trial” 

Amir  had  insisted  he  was 

applying  the  Halachic  (Jewish religious)  principle  of  md& 
which  broadly  permits  killing 
in  self-defence  or  m   defence  of 

another.  The  argument  was 
dismissed  yesterday  as 
“twisted  and  sickening". 

One  of  Amir's  lawyers,  Jon- 
athan Ray  Goldberg,  Indi- 

cated there  would  be  an  ap- 
peal to  the  supreme  court. 

Drink-driving  Tory  MP  fined  over  road  accident :r-.M 
Angella  Johnson 

FORMER  Tory  minister 
Sir  Nicholas  Scott  was 

yesterday  banned  from 
driving  for  a   year  and  or- 

dered to  pay  £900  for  motor- 
ing offences,  following  an 

accident  in  which  a   three- 
year-old  boy  was  trapped 
between  two  cars. 

Sir  Nicholas,  aged  62,  was 
fined  £250  after  being  found 
guilty  of  failing  to  stop  after 
his  Volvo  shunted  a   parked 
car  in  Chelsea,  west  London, 
last  June.  He  was  fined  £200 
with  £450  costs,  and  banned 
from  driving  for  a   year,  after 
he  admitted  drink-driving 
during  the  incident. 

The  former  social  security’ 
minister,  who  was  narrowly 
selected  to  stand  for  the  new  j 
safe  seat  of  Kensington  and 
Chelsea  last  November,  left 

Horseferry  Road  magistrates' ! court,  in  central  London, 
without  comment 

Magistrate  Roger  Davies 
told  him:  "You  had  no  idea 
what  damage  might  have 
been  caused  to  the  car  in 
front  erf  you  or  what  possible 
harm  could  have  been  caused 

to  the  child." 

Sir  Nicholas:  Failed  to  stop 
after  shunt  trapped  boy,  3 

The  court  heard  Sir  Nicho- 
las, MP  for  Chelsea,  had  just 

left  a   party  at  the  Chelsea 
Farmers'  Market  with  his  sec- 

retary. Patricia  Sili-Johnston, 
and  was  about  to  drive  off  in  a 

red  Volvo  automatic  bor- 
rowed from  his  mother-in- 

law,  Lady  Ena  Faure-Hawk. 

He  claimed  he  was  not  used 
to  the  car  and  it  had  pulled 
forward,  but  he  did  not  think 

anything  more  than  a   minor 
bump  had  occurred. 
However,  the  vehicle  had 

pushed  a   Volvo  estate  in 

front,  trapping  Thibault  Per- 
reard  in  his  pushchair  be- 

tween it  and  a   Jaguar.  i 
Yves  Perreard.  a   Swiss 

banker,  said  he  tried  to  free 
his  son  as  passers-by  shouted 
and  tried  to  make  Sir  Nicho- las reverse  his  car  to  release 
the  child.  He  said  he  was  later 
unable  to  find  the  driver. 

The  child  was  taken  to  hos- 
pital where  a   doctor  found  he 

had  some  reddening  on  his 
lower  back  but  was  otherwise 
unhurt  His  pushchair  had 
been  crushed  and  Mr  Per- reard was  slightly  injured. 
Police  interviewed  Sir 

Nicholas  two  hours  after  the 
accident  at  the  nearby  home 
of  his  doctor.  They  had 
received  a   telephone  call  to 
say  Sir  Nicholas  was  there 
waiting  to  be  interviewed.  PC 
Philip  Logan  said  the  MP  told 
him  be  bad  drunk  a   couple  of 
glasses  of  wine  and  was  later 
given  a   glass  of  whisky  by  his 
doctor  friend. 

Sir  Nicholas  admitted  driv- 

ing with  98mgs  of  alcohol  in 
lOOmls  of  blood.  1   Sings  above 

the  legal  limit,  but  denied  foil- 
ing to  stop  and  then  leaving 

the  scene  of  an  accident 
He  insisted  he  only  left  the 

scene  after  being  assured  the 

child  was  unhurt,  in  an  at- 
tempt to  avoid  a   scene.  His 

secretary  remained  with  the 
car.  "I  didn’t  think  there  was 

any  doubt  about  my  identity. 
I   assumed  people  knew  who  I 
was.  I   had  no  reason  to  be- 

lieve anyone  was  injured.” 

Barbara  Lord.  Sir  Nicho- las’s constituency  association 

agent  had  no  comment  to make  on  the  sentence. 
The  court  case  is  the  latest 

public  humiliation  for  Sir . 
Nicholas,  once  hailed  by  Time 

magazine  as  a   “ftiture  leader 

of  the  world”. 
In  particular,  he  had  a 

remarkable  fall-out  with  his 

daughter,  Victoria,  over  civil 
rights  for  the  disabled. 

Sir  Nicholas,  a   former  min- 
ister for  the  disabled,  admit- 

ted misleading  MPs  when  he 
denied  his  department  had 
been  involved  in  wrecking 
tactics  designed  to  kill  the 
Disability  Bill  in  1994. 

Victoria,  an  outspoken  and 

indefatigable  lobbyist  for  dis- 
abled rights,  denounced  her father’s  actions  and  joined 

the  calls  for  him  to  resign.  He 

was  condemned  to  the  back- 

benches in  John  Major’s  cabi- net reshuffle  two  months 

later,  but  later  earned  the 
consolation  of  a   knighthood. 
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Islamists  kidnap  monks 
Paid  Webster  in  Paris  and 

Ractrfd  Kfuari  of  AP  in  Algiers 

THE  French  government 
has  made  an  urgent  ap- 

peal for  its  nationals  to 
leave  Algeria  or  risk  attacks 

by  Islamist  terrorists  after  Al- 
gerian gunmen  kidnapped 

seven  Trapp  ist  monks  early 

yesterday. 
The  monks  were  seized  at 

1,30am  In  their  remote  mon- 
astery by  suspected  members 

of  the  Armed  Islamic  Group 

(GLA).  which  was  behind  last 

year’s  bombings  in  France  be- tween July  and  November. 
French  officials  said  they 

feared  for  the  monks’  safety. Seven  French  priests  and 
nuns  have  been  murdered  in 
Algeria  since  1993,  along  with 
26  other  French  nationals. 
The  kidnapping  followed  a 

prolonged  gun  battle  between 
government  and  rebel  forces 
in  the  mountainous  Medea 

region,  40  miles  south  of  Al- 
giers. The  newspaper  el-Wa- 

tan  said  17  guerrillas  were 
killed  near  the  monastery, 
Notre  Dame  de  r   Atlas,  in  the 
remote  village  of  Tibehirine. 

Pierre  Ciaverie.  bishop  of 
Oran,  said  the  kidnappers 

gained  entry  by  asking  to  see 
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a   monk,  aged  82,  who  is  a   doc- 
tor. They  appeared  to  want 

help  for  a   wounded  comrade. 
“They  took  seven  monks 

who  were  sleeping  in  the 
main  building,  including  file 

doctor  who  is  very  sick,”  the 
bishop  said.  “Two  other 
monks  were  not  kidnapped.” 
A   spokesman  for  the  Alge- rian Catholic  diocese  said 

there  had  been  no  contact 
with  the  kidnappers,  nor  any 
ransom  demand.  Security  for 
the  300  foreign  priests  and 
nuns  In  Algeria  had  been increased. 

The  archbishop  of  Algiers, 
Henri  Teissier,  issued  a   plea 

to  the  kidnappers  to  spare  the 
monks’  lives.  **We  place  them 

in  the  hands  of  God’s  divine 
mercy  ...  so  that  those  who 
abducted  them  respect  their 
lives  because  all  life  belongs 

to  God,"  he  said. 
The  French  foreign  minis- 

try condemned  the  "odious act”  against  missionaries. "Despite  the  dangers,  they 

continue  to  pursue  their  mis- 
sion among  the  Algerian  pop- 

ulation ...  of  generosity  and 

charity.”  the  foreign  minis- ter, Herve  de  Cbarette,  said. 

As  Algerian  authorities 
started  a   manhunt  for  the  kid- 

nappers. who  were  described 
as  a   "criminal  gang",  there 
was  anxiety  in  France  that 
the  GIA  could  renew  its 
bombings. 

The  assault  on  the  monas- 
tery came  a   day  after  eight 

Muslim  fundamentalists  were 
arrested  in  Nice.  Two  more 
were  detained  yesterday. 

The  arrests  followed  threats 
that  the  GIA  was  preparing  to 

revenge  the  killing  of  four  Al- 
gerians by  French  security 

forces  in  Marseilles  after  the 

hijacking  of  an  Air  France 
airliner  in  Algiers  at  Christ- 

mas 1994. 
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Dieting 
children 
choose 
wrong 
role 
models 

NEWS  3 

Alex  Bellos  on  a 

weighty  problem 

SUPERMODEL  imagery 
is  so  ingrained  in  chil- 

dren's minds  that  half 
of  all  11  and  12-year-old 
girls  are  worried  abont 
their  weight  and  shape,  a 

survey  claimed  yesterday. 

Many  are  risking  their 
health  to  be  unnaturally 
♦Mit. 
Boys  are  also  susceptible, 

with  a   third  of  that  age 
range  anxious  about  their 
physique,  according  to  the 
Health  Education  Author- 

ity report. It  concludes  the  era  of  the 

snpennodel  —   in  which  the 
likes  of  Naomi  Campbell 
are  regarded  as  celebrities 
and  as  a   consequence  used 
to  advertise  products  as 

unglamorons  as  yoghurt  — 
is  to  blame  for  younger  and 

younger  children  being 
concerned  abont  the  way 
they  look,  as  they  strive 

and  fail  to  live  up  to  an  un- 
realistic image. 

Marie  O’Riordan,  editor 
of  the  leading  fashion  mag- 

azine. Elle,  said  it  was 
“awful"  that  such  young 
children  felt  pressure  to 
conform  to  certain  percep- 

tions of  beauty,  but  she  did 

not  thinlr  h*»r  hn/i 

a   responsibility  to  break 
the  stereotype. 

“I  do  not  think  we  dictate 
what  is  going  on.  We  Just 
reflect  it.  There  is  a   cult  of 

beauty  and  glamour  which 
there  always  has  been.  The 
only  reason  we  are  aware 
of  it  now  is  that  the  media 

is  more  sophisticated.** She  said  she  believed  the 

fashion  world  was  taking 
on  board  criticisms  that  it 

was  too  obsessed  with  thin- 
ness. *T  think  there  is  a 

change.  It  is  a   reaction  to 
the  demands  of  the  con- 

sumer who  are  real  women. 

A   lot  of  designers  are  look- 

ing more  for  ‘real  people*. 
“If  you  look  at  the  new 

models  they  are  more  Indi- 
vidual looking.  It  is  their 

faces  looking  interesting 

which  is  most  important.” Lesley  Johnston,  deputy 
editor  of  Mizz,  which  is 
aimed  at  teenagers,  said 

her  magazine  was  aware  of 
the  dangers  of  promoting 

the  ‘‘supermodel  cult”. 
She  added  that  pictures  of 

normal  girls  outnumber 
models  in  Min  by  a   ratio  of 

about  five  to  one.  "We  try 

Exeter  choice  ‘not  fit’  because  of  death  trial  evidence 

Fury  as  Labour 
rejects  candidate 
Patrick  Wbitour 
and  Geoffrey  Gibbs 

THE  Labour  Party's 

national  executive 

committee
  

yesterday 

ended  months  of  spec- 

ulation by  ruling  that  the  for- 
mer anti-apar

theid  
activist 

John  Lloyd  was  not  a   fit  per- 
son to  be  its  parliament

ary 

candidate  for  Exeter. 

The  decision  was  met  with 
anger  among  senior  party 
members  In  the  constituency, 
one  of  Labour's  key  target seats  at  the  next  election,  and 

could  lead  to  open  confronta- 
tion between  the  NEC  and  the local  party. 

Mr  Lloyd,  who  has  received 
overwhelming  support  from 
Labour  members  in  the  city 
since  the  controversy  over  his 
role  in  the  African  Resistance Movement  broke  last  year, 

said  he  was  bitterly 

disappointed. 'Hie  NEC  made  its  decision 
after  months  of  painstaking 

research  by  the  party's  Gen- eral Secretary,  Tom  Sawyer, 

and  a   five-strong  panel  had 
interviewed  and  unanimously 

found  Mr  Lloyd’s  lack  of 
openness  bad  brought  into 
question  his  credibility  and 

integrity  as  a   candidate. “I  resent  the  charge  that  I 

misled  the  General  Secre- 
tary," Mr  Lloyd  said  in  a 

statement  last  night.  “I regard  this  as  a   trumped  up 
charge  —   a   device  to  get  rid  of 
me  as  candidate.  1   have  at  all 

times  been  open  and  co- 

operative. 
“I  shall  be  listening  to  the 

views  of  the  members  of  the 
Exeter  Labour  Party  before 

taking  any  decision  on  the 

request  to  stand  down.” 
Keith  Owen,  chairman  of 

the  Exeter  Labour  Party,  said: 
“Exeter  Labour  Party  has 

given  strong  and  consistent 
support  to  John  Lloyd  since he  was  selected  last  August 
The  executive  committee  is 

very  unhappy  that  the  con- 

‘His  lack  of 

openness undermined  his 

position  as  a 

candidate’ 
-NEC  statement ‘I  resent  the 

charge  that  I misled  the 

general  secretary. 
I   regard  this  as  a trumped  up 

charge:  a   device 

to  get  rid  of  me.  I have  at  all  times 

been  open  and 

co-operative’ 

-John  Lloyd 

stltuency  party's  views  have been  overruled  and  that  the 
principle  of  the  selection  of 
parliamentary  candidates  by 
the  local  party  on  the  basis  of 
one  member  one  vote  has 

been  undermined.” 
Mr  Owen  said  his  general 

committee  would  meet  on 

April  2   to  decide  what  action to  take.  The  constituency 

party  has  no  right  of  appeal 
and  Mr  Owen  admitted  that 
Its  options  are  limited. 

But  some  members  have  al- 

ready warned  that  “sparks will  fly”  as  a   result  of  the  de- cision. The  NEC  ruled  by  16  to 
5   that  Mr  Lloyd  should  be 
asked  to  stand  down  and,  if 
he  fails  to  do  so,  be  Instructed 

that  he  has  been  de-endorsed. 
The  five  NEC  members  who- 
voted  against  were  Joan  Les- 
tor,  Robin  Cook,  John  Evans. 
Dennis  Skinner  and  Margaret Beckett. 

The  NEC  agreed  yesterday 

that  Mr  Lloyd  had  been  dis- honest in  bis  explanation  to 

the  party  of  his  role  in  the 
execution  by  the  South  Afri- 

can state  of  John  Harris,  a   fel- low anti-apartheid  activist  in 1964. 

Mr  Lloyd  gave  evidence 
against  Mr  Harris,  a   fellow 
member  of  the  African  Resis- tance Movement,  allegedly 

because  he  breached  the  ARM 

code  by  bombing  civilian  tar- gets rather  than  buildings. 
The  decision,  a   huge  blow 

to  Mr  Lloyd,  has  been  pre- 
ceded by  some  of  the  most 

frantic  lobbying  of  the  NEC 

by  opponents  of  Mr  Lloyd, who  believed  he  effectively 

sent  a   fellow  anti-apartheid 
freedom  fighter  to  his  death. 
Mr  Lloyd's  friends  argued 

he  had  always  been  honest 
about  his  past  and  was  being 

hounded  over  difficult  deci- sions he  had  made  in  police 
detention  more  than  30  years 

ago.  Mr  Lloyd  claimed  that 
Mr  Harris's  son,  David  Wolfe, 
a   barrister  who  works  In  the 
same  chambers  as  Cherie 

Booth.  Tony  Blair's  wife,  bad 
waged  a   campaign  against him 

His  detractors  said  he 

might  have  saved  Mr  Harris 
after  he  left  South  Africa  by 
withdrawing  his  evidence.  Mr 

Lloyd  said  tearing  up  his  evi- 
dence would  not  have  saved 

Mr  Harris. 

Adrian  Rogers,  the  Tories' prospective  candidate  for 

Exeter,  said  the  NEC  had  “ob- viously chosen  to  believe  the 

very  substantial  body  of  evi- dence which  was  presented  to 

them". 

He  added  that  he  had 

gained  the  impression  that 
"had  Mr  Lloyd  shown 

remorse  oow  for  his  actions 
30  years  ago.  then  he  would 

not  be  in  this  position”. Mr  Lloyd,  who  fled  to  Brit- ain after  the  court  case  in  the 

1960s,  has  lived  in  Exeter  for 
over  20  years.  He  is  deputy 
leader  of  Labour-controlled 
Exeter  city  council. 

Praise  showered  on  Dearing  exam  shake-up 

Hie  era  of  the  snpennodel,  such  as  Jodie  Kidd,  Is  blamed  for  ever  younger  children  striving  for  an  unrealistic  image 

continued  from  page  I 

dard”  of  A   levels.  Tories  were 

won  over  by  the  report's  em- 
phasis on  rigour  and  main- taining standards  in  A   levels 

and  vocational  qualifications. 
Nigel  Forman,  a   former 

Tory  education  minister,  said Sir  Ron  deserved  a   peerage, 

though  Mrs  Shephard  said 

later  that  "Saint”  could 
hardly  be  improved  upon. 

Sir  Ron  said  applied  and  vo- 
cational qualifications  would 

only  gain  equal  standing  with 

A   levels  if  they  were  or  equal 

quality.  “We  have  set  our- selves challenging  national 
targets  for  education  and 

training  for  the  year  2000.  But 

Germany  and  Japan  have  al- 

ready surpassed  these..*’ 

Adair  Turner,  director  gen- 
eral of  the  Confederation  of 

British  Industry,  thought  em- 
ployers would  be  reassured 

by  the  promise  that  the  rigour 
of  qualifications  would  be 
guaranteed.  A   common  sys- tem of  national  certificates 

would  give  academic  and  vo- cational exams  greater  parity 
of  esteem,  he  said. 

Teachers  broadly  welcomed 
the  report  but  the  National 
Union  of  Teachers  and  the 
lecturers'  union,  Natfhe, 

regretted  that  Sir  Ron  had  not 

gone  further  towards  inte- 
grating A   levels  with  other 

qualifications,  and  the National  Association  of 
Schoolmasters  Union  of 
Women  Teachers  feared  sig- 

nificant extra  work  for  staff. 

to  demystify  the  fashion 

process.  We  will  have  pic- 
tures of  models  being  made 

up.  We  try  to  show  their 
aspirational  quality  but  we 

try  to  say  that  is  not  the 
real  world.  We  would  never 

encourage  girls  to  diet.” 

She  agreed  that  fashion 
magazines  like  Marie 
Claire  were  slowly  moving 

away  from  supermodels  to 

using  “real  people’. Meanwhile,  parents  are 

floundering  in  their  at- 

tempts to  help  their  chil- 

dren deal  with  this  anxiety 

because  they  are  ill- 

equipped  to  discuss  sensi- tive issues  such  as  sex  and 

body  image,  said  the  report. 

To  combat  this,  the  author- 
ity wants  guidelines  to  be produced  to  help  parents. 

Clarke  restores  official  car  perk 
David  Hencfce, 

Westminster  Correspondent 

THE  Government  caused 
a   parliamentary  row 

yesterday  when  it  ex- 
empted ministers  from  pay- 

ing income  tax  on  their  perk 
of  daily  chauffeur-driven  cars 
between  home  and  work. 
A   new  clause  was  inserted 

into  the  Finance  Bill,  passed 
by  parliament  yesterday,  to 
allow  ministerial  cars  to  be 
treated  differently  from  all 
other  business  vehicles  in 
the  country. 

The  tax  exemption  —   worth 
up  to  £8,000  on  tax  bills  —   cov- ered the  Prime  Minister  and 
80  ministers.  It  was  also  ex- 

tended to  Tony  Blair,  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  and  Betty 

Boothroyd.  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  who  have 
file  use  of  ministerial  cars. 
A   sub-clause  allows  the 

Government  to  pay  Michael 
Heseltine,  the  Deputy  Prime 

Minister,  £40,000  a   year  tax- 
free  to  use  his  own  car  and 
chauffeur  on  public  business. 
He  also  benefits  from  a   tax 
allowance  on  the  car. 

Another  provision  enables 
spouses  to  accompany  minis- 

ters on  visits  and  to  be  wined, 
dined  and  put  up  in  hotels 
without  teeing  tax  as  long  as 
the  minister  is  on  official 
business. 

The  decision,  taken  by  Ken- 
neth Clarke,  the  Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer,  comes  four 
months  after  Inland  Revenue 
informed  him  that  It  planned 
to  tax  both  the  private  use  of 

ministerial  cars  and  benefits 
to  spouses  on  official  trips. 

Last  night  a   row  broke  out 
in  the  Commons  when 
Labour’s  shadow  financial 

secretary.  Michael  O’Brien, demanded  that  the  proposed 

change  be  referred  to  Sir  Gor- 
don Downey,  the  Parliamen- 
tary Commissioner  on  Stan- 

dards. or  the  Nolan 
Committee. 

He  accused  ministers  of  try- 
ing to  sneak  the  clause  on  to 

the  statute  book  without  the 

public  noticing  and  de- 
manded to  know  why  the  pro- 

visions were  so  wide-ranging, 
with  tax  exemptions  includ- 

ing the  use  of  ministerial  cars 

by  "spouses,  families  and 
members  of  their  household". 

Michael  Jack,  financial  sec- 
retary to  the  Treasury,  ar- 

gued that  the  new  clause  just 
restored  the  status  quo  of  free 
car  use  for  ministers  reading 
official  papers. 
Maurice  Fitzpatrick,  the 

senior  tax  consultant  who 

originally  spotted  the  loop- 

hole, said  yesterday:  “The  tax position  is  not  consistent  and 
my  clients  are  liable  for  tax  if 
they  use  their  cars  between 

home  and  work.” 
Under  the  tax  rules,  John 

Major.  Kenneth  Clarke  and 
Malcolm  Rifkind.  who  have 
Daimlers,  faced  £8,000  bills. 
Other  ministers  and  Tony 

Blair  faced  £3,000  bills  on 
their  Rovers. 

Stephen  Dorrell,  the  Health 
Secretary,  commented: 
“Frankly,  if  I   had  to  pay  tax 

on  my  salary  for  this,  1   would 

walk  to  work.” 

Virginia  Bottomley’s  brother  secures  plum  rail  franchise 
Keith  Harper 

Transport  EcBtor 

■BRITAIN’S  fastest  and 
Dhnost  modern  railway  line 

is  to  be  run  by  a   private- sec- 
tor team  led  by  the  brother  of 

Virginia  Bottomley,  the  Heri- 
tage Secretary,  it  emerged 

last  night 
Christopher  Garnett,  chief 

executive  of  the  Great  North- 
ern Railway  Company,  will  be 

in  charge  erf  the  East  Coast 
main  line  from  London  to 
Edinburgh,  when  the  latest 
group  of  passenger  franchises 
is  announced  in  the  next  few 
days.  The  line  accounted  for 

II  million  passenger  journeys 
in  1995,  with  revenue  around 
£250  million. 
Mr  Garnett  has  been  given 

the  job  by  Sea  Containers, 
which  owns  the  company.  He 
worked  for  Sealink  until 
parts  erf  it  were  taken  over  in 
1990.  He  joined  Eurotunnel  as 
commercial  director  in  1991 
and  was  responsible  for  sales 

and  marketing  at  the  debt-rid- den Channel  Tunnel  operator. 
The  East  Coast  line  is  the 

cream  erf  the  25  passenger 
franchises  being  sold  by  the 
Government.  It  has  recently 
been  electrified,  and  31  of  the 
40  train  sets  are  almost  new. 

Sea  Containers  withdrew 

from  a   bid  for  Great  Western 
Trains  because  it  was  un- 

happy that  the  franchise  was 
only  for  seven  years.  Its  presi- 

dent James  Sherwood,  said 
this  was  not  long  enough  to 

reap  enough  profits  from  any 
investments  in  the  enterprise. 

He  takes  a   different  view  on 
the  East  coast  line.  Enormous 
amounts  erf  capital  have  been 
ploughed  in,  and  the  project 
has  considerable  potential. 
He  has  finally  secured  the 
plum  route  after  suggesting 
the  Government  only  wanted 

the  passenger  network  to  be 
run  by  a   management  buyout 
team,  largely  led  by  former 
British  Rail  employees. 

•   Rail  track,  already  under 

attack  from  BR  for  its  incom- 
petence in  handling  the  Staf- 

ford train  crash  earlier  this 

month,  yesterday  took  the  un- 
precedented step  of  apologis- 

ing to  thousands  of  passen- 
gers, for  “operational difficulties”  in  the  Euston 

station  area  over  the  past  few 
weeks. 

Essential  maintenance  Is 

causing  considerable  delay  as 

far  away  as  Northampton. 
Speed  limits  of  10  miles  an 
hour  have  been  introduced, 

and  some  platforms  have 
been-  closed.  “Major  track 
work”  is  promised  Easter  to 
“minimise  disruption.” 

Cricket  is  not  the  national  sport;  moaning  about  it  is. 

It  seems  probable  that  when  the  first  shepherd  boys  on 

the  Downs  started  hitting  a   ball  around  with  their  crooks, 

someone  was  on  hand  to  moan  that  they  were  doing  it  all 

wrong,  while  several  others  had  formed  a   sub-committee 
to  investigate  their  failings. 
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4   BRITAIN                

Tensions  ease  between  Brussels  and  Whitehall  as  Kinnock  and  Brittan  claim 
 credit  for  winning  key  concessions  om  co 

Europe  pledges  aid  to  beef  f   armors 

EC  promises  to 
review  its  BSE 
measures 
in  six  weeks 
Stephen  Bates  In  Brussels 

i   EIL  Kinnock  and 
Sir  Leon  Brittan. 

!   the  two  British 

i   European  commis-       Jsioners,  were 
claiming  credit  in  Brussels 
last  night  for  substantially 
modifying  the  ban  on  British 
beef  imposed  unanimously 
yesterday. 
The  two  key  concessions 

wrung  from  the  commission 
during  the  course  of  its  meet- 

ing were  a   review  of  the  ban 
in  six  weeks,  and  the  unspeci- 

fied promise  of  financial  com- 
pensation for  farmers:  a   vital 

formula  to  ease  the  tension 
between  Whitehall  and 
Brussels. 
The  package  of  measures 

adopted  unanimously  by  the 
20  European  commissioners 
imposes  an  immediate  world- 

wide ban  on  all  British  beef, 
including  pharmaceutical 
and  cosmetic  by-products, 
semen,  and  foodstuffs  with 
beef  extracts  in  them,  includ- 

ing some  sweets  and  biscuits. 
Britain  will  have  to  adopt  a 

package  of  further  measures 
to  eradicate  the  disease  — 

‘Some  of  the 
remarks  this  week 

against  Britain 
have  bordered 

on  racism’ 
slaughtering  was  unspecified 
but  clearly  part  of  the  com- 

mission's thinking  —   and  will have  to  report  fortnightly  to 
Brussels. 

In  six  weeks’  time  the  EU*s 
committee  of  experts,  which 
recommended  the  ban  earlier 
this  week,  will  meet  again  to 
review  progress,  though  not 
necessarily  to  lift  the  ban. 

It  was  claimed  that  Mr  Kin- 
nock had  pressed  for  a   time 

limit  for  the  review  of 
whether  the  British  measures 
are  adequate,  and  that  Sir 
Leon  —   working  in  concert 
with  his  colleague  —   had 
drafted  the  wording  of  the  fi- 

nancial statement  while  the 
meeting  was  going  on. 

The  British  team  was  par- 
ticularly pleased  with  the 

compromise  which  they 
claim  was  achieved  in  the 
face  of  outright  hostility  from 
other  member  states,  caused 

by  aggravation  with  the  Brit- 
ish Government’s  handling  of 

the  crisis  and  long  pent-up  an- 

noyance at  ministers’  hostil- 
ity to  Europe. 

One  British  official  in  the 

commission  said:  “Some  of 
the  remarks  made  this  week 
against  Britain  have  bordered 

on  racism.” 

Officials  said  last  night  that 
the  commission  and  the  Brit- 

ish Government  were  reach- 

ing out  hands  towards  each 
other  to  reach  agreement  on 

what  extra  measures  the  EU 
will  deem  necessary  to  rescue 
the  British  beef  industry. 

Yesterday’s  statement,  by 
Franz  Fischler.  the  agricul- 

ture commissioner,  was  no- 
ticeably more  emollient  in 

tone  than  his  comments  ear- lier in  the  week. 

He  talked  of  collegiality  and 

solidarity  in  solving  the  prob- lem together. 
It  was  clear  also  that  at  the 

forefront  of  the  commission's concerns  was  the  spread  of 
blanket  bans  on  all  European 
meat  by  China  and  Egypt  and 
the  urgent  need  to  protect 
farmers  and  preserve  the 
agricultural  economies  of 
other  member  states. 

Curiously  though,  Ger- 
many is  to  be  required  to 

reopen  its  borders  to  admit 
meat  from  Switzerland, 
which  also  has  BSE  among  its 
herds,  though  on  a   much 
lesser  scale  than  Britain. 

Mr  Fischler  refused  to  spec- 
ify what  additional  measures 

the  commission  was  looking 
for  from  Britain,  or  to  outline 
what  the  order  of  compensa- 

tion offered  from  EU  funds 

might  be. If  the  commission  were  to 
use  the  intervention  system, 
which  is  used  to  buy  up  sur- 

plus food  products  and  which 
is  probably  the  most  obvious 
source  of  funding,  the  aid 
might  be  quite  limited. 

Under  the  rules,  the  food  is 
supposed  to  be  of  saleable 
quality  —   which  the  beef 
clearly  is  not  —   and  would 
only  apply  to  male  cattle 
under  two  years  old. 

Mr  Fischler  said:  “There 
are  no  blank  cheques, .   nor 
should  the  Impression  be 
given  that  we  are  just  waiting 

to  pay  out 
“We  need  to  talk  about  the 

British  proposals  first  and 
then  we  will  be  prepared  to 
discuss  the  funding.  I   cannot 
speculate  about  amounts.  It  is 
very  damaging  to  do  that 

"I  have  never  said  these 
measures  wfil  only  apply  for 

six  weeks.  In  six  weeks'  time 
an  assessment  is  going  to  be 
made  of  the  implementation 

of  the  measures.” There  are  other  possible 
sources  of  funding,  and  the 

agriculture  budget  is  cur- 
rently underspent 

Mr  Fischler.  with  a   clear 

eye  to  Britain’s  Eurosceptics, 
said  wryly:  “The  common 
agricultural  policy  has  fluids 
and  perhaps  in  future  the  crit- 

ics of  the  CAP  might  be  a   lit- 
tle more  careful. in. the. criti- 

cisms they  make.” 
Letters,  page  8;  Natasha 
Walter  and  Martin 
Woollacott,  page  9 

Beefed  up ...  A   load  of  Dutch  beefburgers  arriving  at  McDonald's  in  Edinburgh  yesterday  to  go  on  sale  today.  The  fast  food  chain  has  banned  Briti
sh  beef  photograph  iiuftoo  iuo.eoo 

Hogg  says  cattle  slaughter  could  cost  £550m 
Patrick  Wlntour,  Chief 
Political  Correspondent 

THE  agriculture  minister. 
Douglas  Hogg,  yesterday 
conceded  that  plans  to 

cull  4.5  million  older  cows 
could  cost  the  Treasury  more 
than  £550  million  a   year  in 
compensation,  or  possibly  less 
with  European  Union  funding. 
A   selective  cull  is  being 

pressed  on  the  Government 
by  the  National  Farmers 
Union,  and  is  a   front  runner 
for  cabinet  endorsement 

Mr  Hogg,  along  with 
Stephen  DorrelL  the  Health 
Secretary,  was  speaking  at  a 

day-long  joint  session  of  the 
Commons  agriculture  and 
health  select  committees, 

where  both  effectively  con- 
ceded there  would  have  to  be 

a   mass,  if  selective,  slaughter 
to  restore  domestic  and  EU 
consumer  confidence. 
Government  scientists 

repeatedly  tried  to  reassure 
MPs  that  since  regulations 
were  revised  in  1989  there 
was  no  evidence  BSE  could 
cause  serious  Illness  —   but 

Beef  economics 
Average  dairy  held  of  82  cows, 

England,  19SM/95. 

For  what  it’s  worth 
A   cow  et  the  end  o(  its  working 

life  is  worth  some  £500  at  the 
abattoir.  A   cow  sdD  yielding 

mik  may  fetch 

£1,000. 

Should  n   cull  go 

ahond.  the  NFU  has 
recommended 

compensation  cl 

£500  per  animat. 

they  said  final  scientific  reas- surance might  take  two  years. 
However.  John  Pattison, 

chairman  of  the  Govern- 
ment’s advisory  committee  on 

beef,  admitted  it  had  been  dis- 
turbing that  unannounced 

visits  to  British  abattoirs  last 

year  found  strong  evidence  of 
rules  being  flouted  on  the 
need  to  remove  affected  tissue 

from  carcasses. 
Mr  Hogg  was  unable  to  say 

how  many  rule  breaches 

there  had  been  since  surveil- lance was  handed  from  local 
councils  to  the  Meat  Hygiene 

Service.  It  also  appeared  no 
abattoir  had  been  prosecuted. 
But  he  denied  Labour claims  that  deregulation  of 

the  industry  in  the  early  1980s 

was  responsible  for  BSE. 
Mr  Dorrell  said  the  Govern- ment believed  it  had  done 

everything  necessary  to  make 
British  beef  acceptably  safe. 

But  he  added:  “Yesterday  the 
argument  moved  on:  the  ques- 

tion is  no  longer  the  safety  of 
British  beef  ...  the  question 

now  is  consumer  confidence." 
Tory  MPs  showed  frustra- tion with  scientists  and  min- 

isters for  not  using  plainer 
language  to  tell  the  public 
BSE  is  safe,  while  Plaid 
Cymru  MP  Ieuan  Wyn  Jones 
demanded:  “How  long  will  we 
have  to  wait  until  the  Govern- 

ment makes  an 

announcement?” 

Labour’s  Dale  Campbell -Sa- 
vours accused  the  Govern- ment of  a   cover-up  by  refus- 

ing to  fluid  Harash  Narzmg’s 
research  into  a   live  test  for 
BSE.  Hie  said  this  was  because 
ministers  did  not  want  him 

walking  round  abattoirs 
doing  testa 

Mr  Dorrell  said  this  was  “a 

grotesque  misrepresentation”. 
Tory  MP  Edward  Leigh, who  attacked  Mr  Hogg  for 

failing  to  give  a   clear  line  on 
slaughtering,  then  warned: “There  will  be  a   statement 

made  about  some  kind  of  par- 
tial slaughter  policy,  but  then 

up  will  jump  [BSE  expert  and government  critic]  Professor 

Lacey  or  one  of  our  other ‘friends’  who  will  say  'this  is 

far  too  little,  too  late’.  They will  start  undermining  public 

confidence  again,  and  we  will 

be  back  where  we  were." 

Swiss  controls  ‘contained  outbreak’ 
Second  worst-hit  country  in  Europe  links 
207  mad  cow  cases  directly  to  British 

imports.  Alex  Dwal-Smith  reports 

CURRENT  cases  of  mad 

cow  disease  abroad  can 

be  traced  either  to  ani- 
mals directly  imported  from 

Britain  or  to  feed  produced  in 
the  UK  between  1982  and  1988, 

according  to  scientists  who 
have  studied  outbreaks  in 
Switzerland  —   the  second 
worst-hit  country  in  Europe. 

Swiss  scientists  and  politi- 
cians are  confident  they  have 

contained  BSE,  but  they  con- 
tinue to  impose  stringent  con- trols, including  spot  checks 

on  feed  manufacturers  and 
the  isolation  of  calves  bom  to 

stricken  Animals. 
Anne- Florence  Piguet,  dep- 

uty director  of  the  Swiss  Vet- 

erinary Authority,  said:  “As  a 

biologist  I   cannot  say  I   have 

100  per  cent  proof. “But  with  the  research  we 
have  done  and  the  statistics 
we  hold,  I   can  confidently  say 

that  BSE  has  ended  here." The  Swiss  scientists  con- cede that  their  sample,  while 

being  the  biggest  in  continen- 
tal Europe,  is  still  considera- 

bly smaller  than  Britain's. Out  of  2.5  million  head  of  cat- 
tle, there  has  been  207 

reported  cases  of  mad  cow 
disease  since  1990. Swiss  farming  methods  are 
similar  to  those  in  Britain: 
the  country's  geography,  a 

food  policy  which  aims  at  self- sufficiency  and  a   milk-thirsty 
chocolate  industry  have  com- 

bined to  create  an  intensive 
bovine  fanning  culture. 

Even,  though  there  have 
been  21  slaughters  linked  to 
suspected  BSE  this  year 

alone,  the  year-on-year  in- crease is  in  sharp  decline. 
The  animals  which  were  diag- 

nosed this  year  and  last  were 
all  more  than  six  years  old. 

Ms  Piguet  said  this  indi- 
cates that  they  ingested  Brit- ish-made feed  containing  ani- 

mal protein  —   drawn,  for 
example,  from  sheep  brains 
infected  with  scrapie  —   be- 

fore it  was  banned  in  Switzer- 
land in  1990. 

To  ensure  that  formers  do 
not  revert,  illegally,  to  using 

cheap  animal-based  protein  to 
secure  a   high  yield,  Swiss  vet- 

erinary authorities  carry  out 
spot  checks  on  the  mills 
which  mix  cattle  feed. 

Ms  Piguet  said:  “It  appears 
that  feed  producers  are 

respecting  the  law.  We  have 

only  found  traces  of  animal 
protein  twice.  Both  times  it 
has  transpired  that  this  was 
residue  from  batches  of  feed 

for  poultry  or  sheep.” 

While  there  is  speculation in  Britain  that  BSE  may  be 

transmitted  from  mother  to 

calf.  Miss  Piguet  said  there 
was  no  evidence  of  this  in 
Switzerland. 

She  said:  “As  a   precaution, 
we  Isolate  the  calves  born  to 
BSE  animals,  ban  them  from 

sale  and  keep  them  under  ob- servation. So  for.  none  have 
developed  BSE. "This  does  not  rule  out  the 

phenomenon  in  Britain, 

where  thousands  more  calves 

can  be  studied." 

Swiss  scientists  believe  if 
statistics  covering  the  age  of 
BSE-afflicted  cattle  continue 
to  show  an  incubation  period 
of  five  to  seven  years,  their 

country  will  be  free  of  the  dis- 
ease by  2000. 

Defence  chiefs  launch  code  to  fight  racial  discrimination 
David  Fabhall 

Defence  Correspondent 

ATTEMPTS  to  end  racial discrimination  In  the 
armed  forces,  which  will  be 
embodied  in  a   new  code  of 
practice,  will  be  announced 
today  to  counter  harsh  criti- 

cism expected  In  a   report  by 
the  Commission  for  Racial 

Equality. 

Defence  chiefs  and  the  CRE 

will  sign  a   joint  "action  plan 
agreement"  to  establish  the 
code  on  ethnic  recruitment 
and  career  development  The 
army  intends  to  appoint  equal 
opportunity  advisers  in  every 
unit. 
Military  officials  hope  to 

rectify  their  persistent  failure 
to  attract  members  of  the  eth- 

nic minorities  at  a   time  when 
the  forces  are  drastically 

short  of  manpower  —   a   short- 
fall of  2.500  in  the  infantry 

alone.  Last  year  the  navy 
recruited  0.6  per. cent  from 
ethnic  minorities,  the  army  1 
per  cent  and  the  RAF  1.2  per 
cent 
The  CRE  will  publish  a 

report  today  on  a   formal  in- 
vestigation of  racial  discrimi- nation in  the  Household Cavalry. 

The  investigation  was 

prompted  by  the  case  of  Cor- 
poral Jake  Malcolm,  an  engi- 

neer who  applied  in  1992  for  a transfer  to  the  Life  Guards, 
only  to  be  told  they  did  not 
welcome  black  soldiers. 

He  lodged  a   complaint  with the  CRE. 

The  army  took  up  his  case 
and  awarded  him  £6,500  com- 

pensation. He  stayed  on  and 
is  now  a-sergeant  tn  a   tank 
regiment 

Mothers  turn  to  High  Court  to  force  clean-up  of  beach  ‘playground’ 

TWO  mothers  yesterday 
asked  the  High  Court  to 

force  a   clean-up  of  a   beach 

which  is  their  children's 
“park  and  playground”. Rachel  Shelley,  aged  21,  and 
Sara  Delaney,  aged  29,  from 
the  village  of  Porthtowan  on 
the  north  Cornish  coast  ac- 

cuse Carrick  district  council 
of  unlawfully  refusing  last 
June  to  serve  an  abatement 
notice  on  South  West  Water, 

which  Is  responsible  for  sew- 
age disposal  in  the  area. Porthtowan  beach  was  park 

and  playground  to  Ms  Shel- ley’s 13-month-old  son,  Pe- 

troc,  and  Ms  Shelley’s  11- month-old  son,  Kal.  said 
David  Panruck  QC. 

“Sadly  the  beach  does  suf- 
fer from  a   regular  deposit  of 

sewage-related  debris,  in  par- 
ticular sanitary  towels  and 

condoms,"  said  Mr  Pannick. 

Documents  showed  the  au- 
thority recognised  the  beach 

was  polluted  because  South West  Water  had  not  placed 

screens  over  outfalls. 
Rhodri  Price  Lewis,  for  Car- 

rick council,  said  that  there 
was  no  evidence  when  the 
council  decided  not  to  issue  a 

notice  that  there  was  a   statu- 

tory nuisance. He  disputed  the  amount  of 
sewage  debris  coming  ashore. 

The  council’s  environmental 
officer  had  reported  that  less 
than  1kg  a   day  of  debris  had 
been  collected  on  100,000 
square  metres  of  beach. Mr  Lewis  said  of  council 

members:  “They  are  not  bury- 
ing their  heads  in  the  sand. 

They  want  the  matter  to  be further  investigated  so  they 
can  take  a   fully  informed 

decision.” 

The  hearing  continues. 
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Inquiry  calls  for  more  checks  on  dangerous  patients  after  murders  by  ‘pleasant’  misfit,  David  Brindie  reports 

Getting  into  the 
mind  of  a   killer 

Health  woilcers  ‘must  look  closer  at  mentally  HI  before  release1 

Health  workers 
must  do  more  to  pen- 

etrate the  hidden 
‘•Inner  world"  of  po- 

tentially dangerou
s  
mentally 

ill  patients  before  they  are 
released  into  the  community

, 

an  inquiry  into  the  killing  of 
three  Suffolk  villagers  said 

yesterday. 

There  must  be  a   tar  deeper 
understanding  of  such 

people’s  backgrounds  by  pro- 
fessionals with  “more  than  a 

nodding  acquaintance  with 

the  patient's  childhood  expe- riences and  development 

through  adolescence",  accord- 
ing to  Sir  Louis  Blom-Cooper, 

QC.  the  inquiry  chairman. 
The  inquiry  has  also  called 

for  an  overhaul  of  the  mental 

health  review  tribunal  sys- 
tem. by  which  detained  pa- 

tients can  win  discharge.  Ja- 
son Mitchell,  who  carried  out 

the  killings,  had  been  given  a 
deferred  conditional  dis- 

charge within  18  months  erf  a 
previous  attack  for  which  be 
had  been  charged  with  at- 

tempted murder. 
Mitchell,  now  25.  is  in 

Hampton  top  security  hospi- 
tal alter  being  jailed  for  life 

for  the  killings  in  December 
1994  of  Arthur  and  Shirley 
Wilson,  a   retired  couple,  and 
his  own  father,  Robert,  in  the 

village  of  Bramford,  near  Ips- 
wich. The  Wilsons  were 

strangled  after  Mitchell,  who 

had  walked  out  of  the  Easton 
House  rehabilitation  unit  at 

St  Clement's  hospital.  Ips- wich. Five  days  later,  he 

strangled  his  father  and  dis- membered his  body  at  the 
nearby  Mitchell  family  home. 

Unlike  the  verdicts  on  some 

other  recent  care-in-tbe-com- 
munity  tragedies,  the  inquiry 
report  says  no  individual 
other  than  Mitchell  be 
blamed,  and  there  was  no 
question  of  shortage  of 
resources. 
However,  the  report  does 

criticise  the  limited  therapeu- 
tic regime  in  which  Mitchell 

was  treated. 
Important  reports  on 

Mitchell  by  professionals 

Jason  MitchelL*  showed  no  awareness  of  the  terror  and  suffering  of  his  victims 

other  than  psychiatrists  and 
nurses  were  neglected. 

The  report’s  other  main criticism  is  that  there  was  an 

unrealistic  view  of  Mitchell’s 
ability  to  cope  in  the  commu- 

nity. given  his  persistently 
poor  social  relations  and  reg- 

ular resort  to  illicit  drugs. 

Sir  Louis  said  the  main  les- son of  the  inquiry,  which  has 
made  49  recommendations, 

was  the  need  for  much  im- 
proved sharing  of  informa- tion among  agencies  working 

with  the  mentally  ill 

Christopher  Wilson,  the 

dead  couple’s  son,  said:  “It  is quite  clear  from  the  report 
that  there  has  been  a   cata- 

logue of  errors  and  lack  of 

judgment" 

Mental  health  pressure 

groups,  including  Mind  and Sane,  welcomed  the  call  for 
reform  of  the  tribunal  system. 

DON’T  MISS  OUT. 

The  Case  of  Jason  MitcheS; 
Duckworth,  The  Old  Piano 

Factory,  48  Hoxton  Square, London  N1  6PB;  £13.99 

Steps  called 
for  in  report 

Young  man’s journey  to 
triple  murder 

WHEN  interviewed 

by  the  inquiry
 

panel  in  Rampton
 

hospita
l.  

Jason 
Mitchel

l  
is  said  to  have 

seemed 
 
“skilled

  
and  pleas- ant” and  to  have  shown  no 

awarene
ss  

of  the  terror  and 

sufferin
g  

of  his  victims.
 

His  description  of  a   poor 

relationship  with  his  father  is 
contradicted  by  the  evidence of  others  who  recalled  the  two 

as  having  been  close  and  the 
son  as  having  been  spoiled. 

Mitchell,  youngest  of  five 
children,  was  about  nine 
months  old  when  his  mother 
left  home.  His  father,  Robert, 

gave  up  work  at  a   Hour  mill  to care  for  the  fiunily.  By  the 
time  Jason  was  eight,  the  el- 

der children  had  left  home. 
According  to  Jason,  his 

father  became  embittered, 

withdrawn  and  sometimes  vi- 
olent, leaving  him  to  take 

over  household  tasks.  School- work  suffered. 

However,  Fiona  Mitchell,  a 
sister,  told  the  inquiry  that 
Jason  had  grown  wilful  and 

difficult  to  control.  As  a   teen- 
ager he  had  stolen  money 

from  their  father  to  buy 

drugs.  When  she  had  last  seen 
the  two  together,  seven 

months  before  the  killings  — 
they  had  talked  cheerfully. 

Jason,  who  was  24  when  he committed  the  killings,  had 
been  caught  for  shoplifting  as 

young  as  eight  and  placed  in  a 
special  school.  His  educa- 

tional record  was  character- 

ised by  truancy,  anti-social behaviour  and  clashes  with authority. 

He  first  appeared  in  court 
at  18,  charged  with  theft  and 
taking  a   vehicle.  He  was  first 
reported  as  behaving "strangely”  while  on  remand 

in  custody  two  years  later. 

Sentenced  to  two  years'  youth 

Robert  Mitchell   left  to 

bring  up  five  children 

custody  for  offences  including 
robbery,  he  was  ultimately 
sent  to  the  Feltham  young  of- 

fenders’ institution. 

He  was  diagnosed  as  men- 
tally ill  after  be  attacked  a church  cleaner  in  Epsom  in 

February  1990.  but  failure  by 
psychiatrists  to  agree  that  he 

had  schizophrenia,  and  fail- ure to  piece  together  his  past, 

left  him  able  to  leave  his  hos- 

pital placement  on  December 

9,1994. 
Eleven  days  later,  he  was 

arrested  for  the  killings. 
In  a   remarkable  statement 

to  the  inquiry,  Christopher 

Wilson,  son  of  the  couple 
Mitchell  killed,  said  on  behalf 
of  his  family:  “Every  agency 

has  gone  into  great  detail  to 
explain  their  role  of  the  care 
and  control  of  Jason  Mitchell 
and  their  aspirations  for  him. “We  must  not  forget  that  he 
is  now  locked  away  for  a   long, 

long  time.  He  is  also  a   victim; 
and  I   say  to  those  agencies: 

you  have  all  failed  him." 

Silence  of  the  Lambs  ‘may 

have  influenced  Mitchell’ 
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□   Crown  Prosecution  Ser- 
vice should  circulate  full 

details  of  serious  incidents 
involving  mentally  dis- 

ordered people,  irrespec- tive of  outcome  of  criminal 

proceedings. □   Assessments  by  profes- 
sionals other  than  psychia- 

trists and  nurses  should  be 
taken  fully  into  account. 

□   Mental  health  review  tri- 
bunals should  be  reas- 

sessed in  context  of  foil 
review  of  Mental  Health 

Act  1983. 

□   Medical  members  of  tri- bunals dealing  with 

restricted  patients  should 

ideally  be  forensic  psychia- 
trists. Psychologists  should 

be  considered  for  further 
tribunal  place. 
□   Police  should  agree 

“missing  patient”  proce- 
dures with  local  hospitals 

and  social  services,  and 

should  inquire  into 
repeated  absconding. 

IT  is  “conceivable”  that  Ja- 
son Mitchell  identified  with 

Hannibal  Lector,  the  fictional 
serial  killer  in  the  novel  and film  Silence  of  the  Lambs,  the 

report  says. 

Parallels  existed  between 
Mitchell's  actions  and  those 
of  the  main  characters  in  both 
Silence  of  the  Lambs,  and  Red 
Dragon,  an  earlier  novel  by 
the  same  author.  Thomas Harris. 

Mitchell  had  both  books, 
and  watched  a   video  of 
Silence  of  the  Lambs  while 

staying  at  a   hostel  in  Felix- stowe run  by  the  mental 
health  charity  Mind.  He 
loaned  the  books  to  another 
resident 
The  significance  of  the 

books  and  film  needed  to  be 

treated  with  great  caution. 
The  report  noted  one  psychia- trist's view  that  Mitchell 
wanted  to  believe  he  was 
influenced. 
His  own  comments  ap- 

peared ambiguous.  He  told 

the  inquiry  team:  "I  needed  to 
make  an  impact  killing  —   it 
had  a   big  influence  on  me  and 
the  rest  of  society  because  he 
was  my  own  father. “In  Silence  of  the  Lambs  he 

says  he  killed  his  parents 

when  he  was  six  years  old.  It had  no  bearing  at  all  on  my 

killing  my  father.  If  a   job’s worth  doing,  it’s  worth  doing well.  Td  had  an  Impact  kill.  I 

regret  I   didn't  finish  what  I’d planned  and  kill  more 

people." 

The  report  notes  similar- ities between  the  case  and 
Red  Dragon  and  Silence  of  the Lambs.  But  the  two  inquiry 

panel  members  who  inter- 
viewed Mr  Mitchell  at  Ramp- 

ton say.  "Both  of  us  noted 
how  reference  to  Silence  of 
the  Lambs  and  serial  killing 

spontaneously  came  into  the 

content  of  Jason  Mitchell’s  in- terviews. There  are  also 

many  points  of  difference  be- tween [his]  behaviour  and  the 

stories  of  the  novels." 

Pick  up  a   speeding 
ticket  on  your  way 

to  France. 
DA  I   LY 

PARK 
TICKETS 

£25 FOR  ADULTS 

£19 
FOR  KIDS' 

Because  you  don't  have  to  wait  until  you  get  to  Disneyland  Paris  to  buy  your  entry 

ticket,  you  can  be  ready  to  race  from  the  Earth  to  the  Moon  the  minute  you  get  there. 

Space  Mountain,  Indiana  Jones'"  and  the  Temple  of  Peril,  Big  Thunder 

Mountain,  and  the  countless  other  rides  and  attractions  are  all  included  in  the 

cost  of  your  ticket;  which  means  you  can  have  as  many  goes  as  you  like. 

For  more  information  about  tickets  and  our  special  offers  on  travel-inclusive 

packages,  give  us  a   quick  ring  on  0990  03  03  03. 

<©f§N£0LAA>;i>. 
Someone  you  know  can't  wait  to  go.  f   P   A   R   I   S 

0990  03  03  03 
Dam  M   «dot  n   Ac  ta  wfesandn^r  fcr»  As  tftMr  Sn  Mi  (tom  sad  ponk^wq  ng««. 

'Anrfdnfpnpad>bh'9BABGdlaj’,iiiFnMlaM«d1MflflkrMri'  T-lljarofcbnicri, 
GW  2003 
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6   WORLD  NEWS   
Bitter  Giscard’s  adieu  threatens  Gaullist  priorities 

Vengeful  rebel 
seeks  UDF  throne 

Paul  Webstar  In  Peris 

Alain  madelin.  the 
rebel  French  finance 

minister
  
removed 

from  governmen
t  

in 
August  after  a   provocativ

e 

outburst,
  
has  become  a 

favourite 
 
to  take  over  the 

leadership
  

of  the  rightwing 

Union  for  French  Democracy
 

(UDF)  from  Valery  Giscard 
d'Estaing. 

Mr  Madelin  is  UKely  to  seek 
political  revenge  against  the 
Gaullist  prime  minister. 
Alain  Juppe,  who  sacked  him 

after  his  attack  on  “cossetted" civil  servants  and  people  on 
Income  support. 
Mr  Madelin's  triumphant 

return  to  parliament  in  a 
Britanny  by-election,  and  his 
best-selling  political  analysis. 
When  Ostriches  Raise  their 
Heads,  has  made  him  the 
most  popular  figure  on  the 
non-Gaullist  right. 
Members  of  the  UDF  —   a 

multi-party  coalition  with  12 
ministers  in  government  — 
will  vote  for  their  new  chair- 

man in  Lyons  on  Sunday.  The 
former  defence  minister 

FTanpois  Leotard  is  Mr  Made- 
line main  rival. 

The  biggest  shake-up  on  the 
right  since  Mr  Giscard 
formed  the  UDF  in  1973  has 
become  a   more  serious  threat 
to  Gaullist  priorities  than  the 
revival  of  the  Socialist  Party. 

Opinion  polls  show  Mr  Ma- delin, aged  50,  is  the  favourite 
to  lead  the  UDF.  Hie  coalition 

has  more  than  200  MPs  and 

controls  most  French  regions 
and  some  big  cities. 

Mr  Madelin's  ultra-liberal 
ideas  on  the  economy,  and  the 

Thatcherite  distrust  of  state 

welfare  and  entrenched 

bureaucracy  which  ruffled 

Mr  Juppe,  are  refinements  of 

an  extreme  rightwing  past 

The  UDFs  complex  politi- 

cal structure,  which  encom- 

passes all  the  elements  of  the 
non-Gaullist  right  except  the 

racist  National  Front,  has 

been  its  main  obstacle  to  be- 

coming France's  biggest  polit- 
ical movement  despite  its 

controlling  the  senate. 
Mr  Giscard’s  epic  political 

battles  with  Jacques  Chirac 

over  more  than  20  years  of  un- 
easy coalition  have  left  him 

embittered  and  disillusioned. 
Before  he  gathered  together 

the  so-called  centrist  parties 
in  197B  more  tlian  1   million 

people  bought  his  political credo,  French  Democracy, 
with  its  promise  of  a   caring 
France  and  a   new  Europe. 

But  his  claim  that  two  out 
of  three  voters  preferred  a 
centrist  consensus  to  resist 
socialism  and  Gaulllsm  was 

|   proved  doubly  wrong  by 

Francois  Mitterrand's  presi- dential success  in  1981  and 
Mr  Chirac's  election  in  1995. 
Mr  Giscard  wanted  to  run 

for  the  presidency  again  last 
year,  but  was  let  down  by  key 
leaders.  His  unrelenting  role 

as  guardian  of  European  pri- 
orities and  monetarist  values 

was  not  enough  to  compen- 
sate for  the  humiliation  of 

playing  a   secondary  rote. 
“Giscard  thinks  that  no  one 

has  his  stature,  so  he  is  not 

going  to  name  the  next  chair- man,” a   UDF  deputy  said. 
"Having  said  that,  be  has  less 
enmity  for  Madelin  than 

lAotariL" 

Both  contenders  come  from 

the  Republican  Party,  a   move- ment created  by  Mr  Giscard 

to  put  a   brake  an  Charles  de Gaulle  during  the  1960s. 

There  has  been  hostility  be- 
tween Mr  Giscard  and  Mr 

Leotard,  aged  57.  ever  since 
the  former  chose  the  future 
defence  minister  to  run  the 
Republican  Party,  the  biggest 

section  of  the'UDF. Mr  Leotard  played  heavily 
on  his  youth  in  attempts  to 
unseat  Mr  Giscard,  but  the 
quarrel  has  gone  on  so  long 
that  Mr  Ldotard  now  looks 
like  a   veteran. 

Mr  Juppe  cannot  hope  that 
a   Madelin  defeat  will  avoid 

further  division  in  the  gov- 
erning coalition,  because 

Mr  Lyotard  —   who  has  little 
time  for  President  Chirac  — 
is  backed  by  the  highest- 
ranking  minister,  Francois 
Bayrou,  who  is  in  charge  of education. 

South  glimpses  hidden 
costs  of  Ell  benefits 

O. 

* 

future 

In  Mediterranean 

countries,  doubts 
about  the  course 

set  by  Maastricht 
are  overshadowing 

gains  of  the  past, 

reports  John  Hooper  from  Rome,  while 

Italy  keeps  rebelliousness  under  wraps 

IT  SO  happened  that  the 
Maastricht  treaty  came  up 
for  ratification  by  the 

lower  houses  of  southern 

Europe's  two  biggest  member 
states  on  the  same  day  —   Oc- 

tober 29 1992. 
In  Italy,  the  treaty  bad  been 

rejected  by  both  the  neo-fas- 
cist MSI  and  the  orthodox 

Marxists  of  Communist  Re- 
foundation.  Even  so,  the  vote 
was  not  what  you  would  call 
close:  403  in  favour,  46 
against,  with  18  abstentions. 

A   report  noted  that  “most 
MPs  had  shown  great  indiffer- 

ence to  the  debate". 
In  Spain,  the  entire  ratifica- 

tion process  lasted  Just  two 
hours.  The  outcome  was  314 
for,  three  against  and  eight 

abstentions.  The  “no"  votes 
came  from  members  of  the 
electoral  wing  of  the  Basque 
terrorist  organisation  ETA. 
Until  recently,  to  oppose 

greater  European  integration 
in  southern  Europe  was  tan- 

tamount to  declaring  yourself 
a   crank  or  an  extremist 

In  part  this  was  simply  self- 
interest.  What  the  -poorer countries  of  Mediterranean 
Europe  have  found  in  the  EU 
is  a   club  which  pays  them  to 

be  a   member.  Athens's  new 
underground,  Portugal's  mo- 

torways. the  high-speed  rail 
link  between  Madrid  and  Se- 

ville —   all  were  built  with 
handouts  from  Brussels. 
A   deal  agreed  at  the  Edin- 

burgh summit  four  years  ago 
envisaged  that  by  1999  Portu- 

gal and  Greece  would  be  get- 
ting aid  equivalent  to  6   per 

cent  of  their  gross  domestic 
products.  For  Spain,  the  fig- 

ure was  1.3  per  cent  Italy 

may  no  longer  be  a   net  benefi- 
ciary, but  it  received  strong 

support  from  the  old  six-mem- 
ber EEC  and  it  can  be  argued 

this  has  created  an  irrevers- 
ibly positive  image  of 

"Europe"  in  Italians'  minds. 
Other  factors  have  been  at 

work,  though.  For  the  most 
part,  southern  Europeans 
have  less  faith  in  —   and  less 
loyalty  to  —   their  national 
democratic  institutions  than, 
say,  the  British. 

In  Spain  and  Italy  there  are 
powerful  regional  forces  at 
work  which  membership  of  a 
wider  Europe  promises  to  di- 

lute. Among  Greeks  and 
Spaniards  there  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  historic  insecu- 

rity over  their  countries' 
"European-ness". 
Against  this  background, 

southern  Europeans  have 
generally  been  slow  to  distin- 

guish between  enthusiasm  for 
membership  of  the  EU  and  a 
commitment  to  the  course  set 
out  in  Maastricht  As  the  real- 

ity of  unification  grows 
closer,  the  distinction  is  be- 

coming clearer  and  a   slightly 
more  critical  attitude  can  be 

expected  during  the  inter-gov- 
ernmental conference  (IGC). 

In  Portugal,  both  main  par- 
ties remain  firmly  committed 

to  meeting  the  criteria  for 
ecpnomic  and  monetary 
union.  But  at  last  October's 
general  election  the  right- 
wing  PP-CDS  tripled  its  repre- 

sentation in  parliament  with 
a   campaign  questioning  the 
cost,  in  Jobs  and  bankrupt- 

cies, to  a   weak  economy. 
Jose  Maria  Aznar.  whose 

Popular  Party  won  this 
month's  Spanish  general  elec- 

tion, has  made  it  dear  that.  If 
he  can  form  a   coalition,  his 
government  will  take  a   more 
Gaullist  line  than  Felipe  Gon- zalez and  his  Socialists. 

In  Greece,  there  may  be  bi- 
partisan support  for  unifica- tion but  there  is  growing 

scepticism  whether  a   single 

j   currency  can  be  launched  by the  1999  deadline,  and  scant 
conviction  that  Greece  will  be 

ready  to  Join  at  the  start  If  it 
is. 

Greece  is  the  only  Mediter- 
ranean country  which  has 

taken  a   firm  line  on  a   specific 
issue  in  a   way  that  could  jeop- 

ardize the  outcome  of  the  IGC. 
His  reputation  battered  by  his 
stand-off  with  the  Turks  over 
3   disputed  islet  in  the  Aegean, 

the  new  prime  minister,  Cos- 
tas Shnitls,  warned  earlier 

this  month:  “As  long  as  our 
vital  national  interests  are 

not  safeguarded  by  EU  com- 
mitments. Greece  will  always 

keep  its  right  of  veto  active.” The  clout  of  Greece  and  the 
other  net  aid  recipients  is 
nevertheless  circumscribed 
by  their  dependence  on  EU 
handouts.  Paradoxically,  it  is 
Italy  —   the  only  country  in 
southern  Europe  with  the 
moral  authority  to  question 
the  direction  the  Union  is  tak- 

ing —   which  is  least  inclined to  do  so. 

There  have  been  sugges- 

tions of  an  incipient  Italian rebelliousness.  Silvio  Berlus- 

coni's foreign  minister,  Anto- 
nio Martino,  was  by 

some  British  Conservatives  to 
be  a   Euro-sceptic  until  it 
emerged  that  he  was  in 
favour  of  a   single  currency. 
More  recently,  there  was 

speculation  that  Italy's  fore- seeable difficulties  in  meeting 
the  criteria  for  monetary 
union  might  dim  its  enthusi- 

asm for  the  introduction  of 
the  euro.  But  last  Sunday  the 

present  foreign  minister,  Su- 
sanna Agnelli,  swept  away 

doubts,  even  looking  forward 
to  a   ‘‘United  States  of 

Europe". 
Next:  Bow  Britain  sees  the  EU. 

Hugo  Young,  page  B 

US  warning  angers  Greeks 
Helena  Smith  In  Athens 

GREECE'S  prime  min- 
ister, Costas  SLmitis, 

strongly  urged  Wash- 
ington yesterday  to  retract 

a   warning  to  United  States 
visitors  that  Athens  airport 
is  unsafe. 

He  told  the  US  ambassa- 
dor that  the  travel  warning 

would  seriously  damage 

the  country’s  tourism industry. 
Washington  issued  the 

warning  after  Athens's  in- 
ternational'airport  failed  a 

safety  Inspection  by  US 
travel  experts,  despite 
repeated  efforts  to  upgrade 
security  standards. 
“The  HeUenikon  airport 

does  not  maintain  and 
carry  out  effective  airport 
security  measures,**  Feder- ico Pena,  the  US  transport 
secretary,  said  in  a   state- 

ment which  is  now  ap- 
pended to  airline  tickets  for 

journeys  between  the  two 
countries. 

o We  should  not  tell  women who  want  to  give  up  their 

children  that  they  have 

failed  or  that  they  are 

callous  in  sending  their 
babies  away. 
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As  a   result,  US  carriers 
and. Greece's  Olympic  Air- 

ways were  forced  to  pro- vide additional  security  of 
their  own  to  counter  defi- 

ciencies identified  at  the 
airport 

The  ruling,  issued  five 

days  ago,  enraged  Greece’s ruling  Socialists.  The  trans- 
port minister,  Haris  Kas- 

tanidis,  described  it  as  “a 
hostile  act  against  our 

country”. 
A   similar  travel  warning 

by  the  Reagan  administra- tion in  1965  had  devastat- 
ing effects  on  tourism.  US 

visitors  to  Greece  dropped 
from  600.000  to  100,000  in 
less  than  a   year. 

Preoccupied  with  secu- 
rity after  the  US  warning 

and  a   recent  attempt  by 
leftwing  guerrillas  to  hit 
the  US  embassy  In  Athens 
with  a   rocket,  the  Greek  au- 

thorities have  arranged  for 
thousands  of  police  to 
guard  the  US  first  lady,  Hil- 

lary Clinton,  when  she 
starts  a   three-day  visit  to 
the  country  today  to  watch 
the  Olympic  Flame  lit  for 
this  year’s  Atlanta  Games. 

That  Guardian  Thur
sday  March  28 1996

 

Yeltsin 
to  sup 

off  silver 

spoons David  Hasnrt  In  Mmcow 

Boris  yeltsxn,  *   vil- 

lage lad  who  spent  his childhood  sleeping  ou 
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the  floor  of  a   room  in  a 

communal  hut  in  Perm  be- 
cause his  labourer  father 

was  too  poor  to  buy  furni- 

ture. was  not  bom  with  a 
silver  spoon  in  his  mouth. There  are  signs  that,  as 

Russian  president,  he  In- tends to  rectify  this-  One  of 

these  Is  an  extraordinarily 
large  contract  which  Robbe 

and  Berking,  a   long-estab- 
lished firm  of  silversmiths 

in  the  German  town  of 
Flensburg.  received  in February. 

It  Is  to  provide  6,000 pieces  of  sliver  cutlery  over 
the  next  six  months  for four  official  residences  of 

the  Russian  government. At  DM160  (£72)  a   teaspoon 
or  DM28,000  (£12,700)  for  a 

candelabra,  there  Is  no  hid- 
ing the  sound  of  joyful  tap- 

ping in  the  smithies  of 
Flensburg. 

The  design  chosen  for  the 

privilege  of  being  embel- lished with  by  the  Russian 
double-headed  Imperial 

eagle  Is  the  “Alt-Spaten”, which  the  firm  first  pro- duced In  1889  —   a   suitably 

Imperial  era  for  Russia’s post-communist  president. 

Apparently  the  spoon 

first  came  to  the  president's attention  during  his  last 
official  visit  to  Bonn,  when 
he  stayed  in  Petersberg,  the 

official  German  govern- ment residence. 

The  president's  silver  is only  the  latest  of  a   series  of 
acquisitions  destined  to 
pamper  his  last  days  in 
office.  Last  year  the  man  of 
the  people  left  his  ZU  in  the 
garage  and  appeared  for the  first  time  in  a   stretched 
Mercedes  600. 
Ever  since.  Russian 

bureaucrats  have  been 

gleefiilly  abandoning  th^fr 
throaty  black  Volgas  to 

purr  around  town  in  a   new 

government  fleet  of  six-cyl- 
inder Audi  AGs.  Eigh- 

teenth-century reproduc- tion furniture  Cram  Italy 

has  began  fining  Mr  Yelt- sin’s official  residence  in 
the  Kremlin  Senate  Palace. 

•   The  International  Mone- 
tary FnndwonJd  have  to 

taspencPut'  ngw  'Kwm  It  has 
approved  for  Russia  if  a new  Russian  government  to 
be  elected  this  year  took  a 
communist  ,   approach  to  the 

Unsafe  European  home . .   .Some  of  the  100  African  immigrant  families  evicted  from  a   gymnasium  by  police  last  Sunday  economy,  a   top  IMF  official 
sit  in  the  annexe  of  St  Jean-Baptistede  la  Salle  church  in  Paris  yesterday  phcttograpk  remv  De  la  malmm6R£  said  yesterday  yesterday. 
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News  in  brief 

No  word  from 

captive  Briton 
Cambodian  authorities  had 
failed  by  late  yesterday  to 
contact  gunmen  holding  a 
British  mine  disposal  expert 
and  his  interpreter  and  said 
the  kidnappers  might  be 
heading  into  rebel  territory. 

"Xf  tonight,  tomorrow  morn- 
ing. nobody  comes  to  talk,  I 

have  no  hope  [of  a   swift 

release],”  the  governor  of  Siem 
Reap  province,  Toan  Chhay, 
told  reporters.  —   Reuter. 
China-lsrael  deal 
China  and  Israel  will  work 
together  to  have  more  Israeli 
firms  participate  In  Chinese 

development  projects,  the  fi- nance ministers  of  the  two 

countries  announced  yester- 
day. —   AP. 

Editors  freed 
A   Zambian  court  yesterday 
ordered  the  immediate 

release  of  two  newspaper  edi- 
tors jailed  by  parliament,  for 

criticising  its  members  and 

the  government  —   AP. 
Kenya  arms  plant 
A   Belgian  arms  company  has 
built  a   munitions  plant  in 
north-west  Kenya  and  is 
training  production  staff,  a 
Belgian  newspaper  said  yes- 

terday. It  said  the  £6  million 
plant  was  close  to  Rwanda 
and  Burundi.  —   Reuter. 

Grave  racism 
A   church  in  Thomasville. 
Georgia,  is  trying  to  move  the 
body  of  a   baby  born  without  a 
skull  to  a   different  cemetery 
because  of  her  mixed  race,  the 

family  says.  —   AP. 
Wedding  ban 
A   Brazilian  paraplegic  said 
on  Tuesday  he  may  sue  a 
Roman  Catholic  bishop  who 

rejected  his  marriage  applica- 
tion because  he  was  impo- 

tent —   Reuter. 

Mexico  quake 
A   moderate  earthquake  shook 

Mexico  City  and  other  south- ern cities  early  yesterday,  al- 

though there  were  no  immedi- 
ate. reports  of  deaths  or 

damage.  —   Reuter. 

Cosseted  custody 

While  other  suspects  languish 

in  a   top-security  jail,  a   Cro- 
atian general  is  refusing  to 

come  for  trial  at  the  interna- 
tional war  crimes  tribunal 

until  an  apartment  is  ar- 
ranged for  him  in  The  Hague. 

Such  an  arrangement  Is  legal 
under  tribunal  rules.  —   AP. 

From  April,  employers  taking  on 

someone  who’s  been  unemployed  for 
two  years  or  more  may  be  able 

to  enjoy  a   12  month  holiday  from 
National  Insurance  contributions  for 

that  employee.  Cut  the  coupon  and 

you  could  cut  your  costs,  or  call 

Freephone  0800  88  44  II. 

NAME 

(GAftTMU  fUASfl I 

tMR/MRS/MSI  j 

ORGANISATION 

POSTCODE 

BACK-TO-WORK  BENEFITS. 

Hava  you  seen  what’*  out  there  now? 

S«nd  co  BACK-TO-WORK  BENEFITS  FREEPOST  BRISTOL  BSM  TEL 

i   or  call  Freephone  0800  88  44  II  1 
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Wins  in  California,  Washington  and  Nevada  give  the  senator  the  Republican  presidential  nomination 

Buchanan  urged  to  quit  as  Dole  soars 

Martin  Walker 
In  Washington 

PAT  BUCHANAN  will 
decide  today  whether 

to  mount  a   third- 

party  campaign  Cram 
the  right  wing,  alter  a   day 

Tending  off  demands  from  Tel- 
low  Republic

ans  
that  he 

should  withdraw 
 
from  the 

now  hopeless  fight  Tor  the 

Republic
an  

president
ial 

nominatio
n  

and  throw  his 

support  behind  Senator  Rob- 
ert Dole. 

Trounced  by  Mr  Dole  in 

Tuesday's  primaries  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Washington.  Mr 

Buchanan  conceded  yester- 
day that  he  had  no  chance  of 

the  nomination  but.  pending 

a   meeting  with  supporters 

today,  he  still  planned  to  con- 
test the  next  round  of  prima- 
ries in  Pennsylvania  and  New Jersey. 

“We  are  not  defeated,  and 

we  are  going  all  the  way  to 
the  convention  In  San  Diego 

to  speak  out,*'  he  said  after 
winning  only  16  per  cent  of 
the  vote  in  the  California 

primary,  against  Mr  Dole's 
64  per  cent 

Mr  Buchanan's  own  plan  is 

to  publish  his  “McLean  Mani- festo** of  demands,  lead  by 

bans  on  abortion  and  affirma- 
tive action.  It  could  leave  his 

options  open  by  serving  as 
either  the  basis  for  a   third 

party  bid  or  the  price,  of  his 

support  for  Mr  Dole,  now  as- 

sured of  being  the  party's  can- didate after  sweeping  this 

week's  primaries. But  leaders  of  the  Christian 

Coalition  and  the  Republican 
Party  spent  yesterday  putting 

heavy  pressure  on  Mr  Bu- 
chanan's regional  and  state 

co-ordinators,  his  main  fund- 
raisers and  his  top  allies  on 

the  religious  right.  They 

gather  at  his  home  in 
McLean,  Virginia,  today  for 
the  decisive  meeting. 

Threatened  with  virtual  ex- 
communication  from  the 

party  and  terrible  revenge 
ihom  a   future  Dole  adminis- 

tration If  they  continue 
with  the  Buchanan  campaign, 

his  advisers  are  balancing 
their  ideological  convictions 

party  manifesto  in  return  for 
his  endorsement  of  the  front- 
runner. 

But  the  Dole  camp  is  wary 

of  repeating  the  political  dam- 

age done  by  Mr  Buchanan's incendiary  p rune-tirae  speech 
to  the  Republican  convention 

in  1692.  Declaring  “a  cultural 

war  for  the  soul  of  America", he  offended  moderate  voters 

The  battle  for  the  Republican  nomination 

is  over  and  the  battle  for  America  begins 

against  political  realities: 
whether  or  not  be  wins  the 

presidency.  Mr  Dole  will remain  Senate  leader. 

The  most  likely  result  is  a 

compromise  In  which  Mr  Bu- chahan  again  gets  a   proud 

place  at  the  Republican  con- vention and  some  seats  on  the 
committee  which  drafts  the 

even  as  he  unified  the  party 

by  endorsing  President  Bush. 
Mr  Dole's  win  contained 

some  sobering  news,  accord- 
ing to  exit  polls  conducted  by 

the  Los  Angeles  Times.  One 
in  three  of  the  registered 

Republicans  who  voted  for 
him  in  California  said  they 

planned  to  vote  for  President 

Clinton  in  November.  When 
pressed,  they  explained  that 
their  motive  in  voting  for  Mr 
Dole  in  the  primary  was  to 

express  their  opposition  to 

Mr  Buchanan's  extreme brand  of  Republicanism. 
This  turns  the  conventional 

wisdom  of  this  election  year 

on  its  head.  Most  analysts  be- 

lieve that  Mr  Dole’s  problem 

will  be  to  rally  the  Republican' 
right,  the  religious  conserva- 

tives who  supported  Mr  Bu- 
chanan. At  least  in  California, 

polling  data  suggests  that  Mr Dole's  problem  is  that  party 
moderates  already  fear  he  has 

gone  too  far. 

Despite  the  clear  15-point 
opinion  poll  lead  President 
Clinton  enjoys  over  Mr  Dole 

in  California,  the  state's Republican  leaders  are  fight- 

ing bard  to  convince  "Mr  Dole that  he  must  not  succumb  to 
the  advice  of  his  campaign 

managers  to  write  off  their 

state  in  advance.  “It's  going  to 
be  very  hard  to  win,  but  it  can 
be  done  with  a   real  aggressive 
campaign,  if  you  are  prepared 

to  spend  the  10  million  bucks 

a   serious  effort  would  need,'' 
commented  Ken  Khachigian, 

a   veteran  Republican  strate- 

gist in  California. He  cited  the  latest  polls, 

showing  that  Californians 

favour  Mr  Dole  over  Presi- 
dent Clinton  by  three  to  two 

as  a   commander-in-chief  dur- 
ing a   militaty  crisis,  and  also 

rating  him  higher  for  hones- 
ty, integrity,  family  values and  standing  up  for  his 

beliefs. 

“The  battle  for  the  Republi- 
can nomination  is  over  and 

the  battle  for  America's 
future  is  about  to  begin,"  Mr Dole  said  as  the  California 

primary  finally  pushed  him 

over  the  lJXXWelegate  thresh- 
old which  guaranteed  the 

nomination. 

Bangladeshi 

PM  yields  to 

opposition 
pressure 

A   boy  watches  from  a   bus  leaving  Dhaka  as  residents  quit  the  capital  before  transport  grinds  to  a   halt  In  today's  general  strike  photograph:  john  moore 

Reuter  in  Dhaka 

THE  Bangladeshi  prime 
minister,  Begum  Khaleda 

Zia.  gave  In  to  months  of  pres- 
sure yesterday  and  asked 

President  Abdur  Rahman  Bis- 
was to  set  up  a   caretaker  gov- ernment to  oversee  elections, 

state  television  reported. 

Earlier,  senior  bureaucrats 
told  the  president  they  could 
not  continue  working  unless 

the  country's  political  crisis was  resolved,  and  that  all  the 

parties  had  come  to  an  agree- ment on  the  appointment  of  a 
caretaker  government 
“The  prime  minister  has 

requested  the  president  to  . . . 

immediately  take  the  initia- 
tive to  form  a   non-party  care- 

taker government,''  state  tele- vision said.  “The  prime 
minister  also  reiterated  her 

pledge  to  hold  the  new  elec- 

tion in  May.” 

Ms  Khaleda  stopped  short 

of  meeting  the  opposition's demand  that  she  should 

resign  yesterday. 
The  opposition  parties  said 

she  must  stand  down  to  en- 
able a   law  mandating  a   care- 

taker government  to  take 
effect 

The  parliament,  which  is 
composed  almost  entirely  of 

members  of  Ms  Khaleda's Bangladesh  Nationalist  Party, 
passed  the  law  on  Tuesday  in 
an  attempt  to  end  the  political 

crisis. 
The  Opposition  'parties have  staged  a   long  series  of 

general  strikes  to  try  to  force 
Ms  Khaleda  to  resign  and  call 
elections  under  a   neutral body. 

ANC  calls  for 
Inkatha  arrests 
David  Beresfond 
In  JohamMsburg 

THE  South  African  rand 
fell  sharply  on  financial 

markets  yesterday  in  an- 
ticipation of  a   potentially  vio- lent showdown  between  the 

government  and  the  Inkatha 
Freedom  Party  on  the  streets 
of  Johannesburg  today. 

The  African  National  Con- 
gress called  for  the  arrest  of 

Inkatha  leaders  planning  a 

mass  march  through  the  com- 
mercial capital,  after  Chief 

Mangosuthu  Bufhelezi's  party said  the  demonstrators  would 

be  carrying  "traditional" weapons  in  defiance  of  a   police 
ban. 

The  march  will  mark  the 

anniversary  of  the  1994  'Shell 
House  massacre”,  when  ANC 
gunmen  killed  eight  IFP  dem- 

onstrators outside  their  Jo- 
hannesburg headquarters. 

in  anticipation  of  the 
march  and  demonstrations  in 
other  areas,  the  government 

last  Friday  banned  the  carry- 
ing of  traditional  weapons  — 

including  spears,  assegais, 
knobkerries,  pangas.  swords, 

sabres  and  battleaxes  —   in  74 
magisterial  districts. 

The  IFP  prime  minister  in 

Chief  Buthelezi:  his  party  is 

ready  to  defy  weapons  ban 

KwaZulu.  Frank  Mdlalose. 

said  yesterday  that  the  ban 
was  unenforceable  and  any 

attempt  to  impose  it  would 
lead  to  chaos  and  violence. 

“Can  you  Imagine  what  it  is 
like  to  meet  a   whole  sea  or 

10.000  people  carrying  their 
accoutrements,  killing  no- 

body. and  enjoying  song?  Can 

you  imagine  what  it  Is  like  to 
start  arresting  those  people? 

That  is  what  will  set  up  vio- 

lence." he  said. 
But  the  ANC  minister  res- 

ponsible for  security  In  the 

Gauteng  regional  govern- 
ment. Jessie  Duarte,  said: 

"The  march  will  not  be 
allowed  to  continue  if  these 
weapons  are  in  the  possession 

ofany  of  the  marchers.” She  said  every  effort  would 
be  made  “to  ensure  that  no 

injury  nor  loss  of  life  occurs”, but  added:  "The  police  are 
obliged  to  apply  the  laws  of 
our  country  strictly  to  the 

letter." 

The  ANC  deputy  secretary- 
general,  Cheryl  Carolus,  told 
a   press  conference  at  Shell 
House:  “The  intention  of  the 

march  is  to  precipitate  con- 
flict and  Incite  fear.  We  insist 

that  those  people  calling  for 
and  inciting  people  to  break 

the  law  should  be  arrested.” The  Shell  House  killings 
have  been  a   cause  of  tension 
between  the  ANC  and  the  IFP 

since  the  elections,  with  Chief 
Buthelezi  repeatedly  accusing 

his  political  rivals  of  frustrat- 

ing police  investigations.  The 
ANC.  which  claims  it  had  in- 

telligence of  a   planned  attack 
on  die  building,  has  insisted 
that  the  killings  were  in  self- 
defence.  President  Nelson 

Mandela's  admission  that  he 

personally  ordered  security 
stall  to  open  fire  if  necessary 
drew  Inkatha  demands  for  his 

prosecution  for  murder. Ms  Carolus  said  yesterday 

the  ANC  was  cooperating 

fully  with  the  investigations, 

having  made  statements  to 

the  attorney-general  and  sur- rendered weapons  to  the 

police- 

China  demands  HK  loyalty  test 
An  exodus  looms  because  Hong  Kong  civil 

servants  must  pledge  allegiance  to  the 

new  regime,  writes  Andrew  Higgins 

llflTH  only  460  days  of 
colonial  rule  left, 

■   1   British  officials  are 

bracing  themselves  for  a   con- frontational and  chaotic  end 

of  empire  after  a   Chinese  de- 
cision to  impose  a   political 

loyalty  test  on  civil  servants, 
the  central  pillar  of  Hong 
Kong's  stability. 

The  announcement  that 
senior  bureaucrats  must 

pledge  allegiance  to  a   Beijing- 

appointed  provisional  legisla- 
ture iT  they  wish  to  serve  be- 

yond the  1997  handover 
tlireatens  to  sap  morale  and 

trigger  an  exodus  of  adminis- 
trators and  professionals. 

The  move  has  been  widely 
condemned  as  transplanting 
Communist  Party  political 

culture  to  Hong  Kong  in  viola- 
tion or  a   promise  that  the  ter- 

ritory will  eryoy  a   “high 
degree  or  autonomy".  It  fur- ther damages  confidence,  al- 

ready badly  shaken  by  Chi- 

News  in  brief 

na's  recent  missile  tests  and 

military  exercises  near  Tai- wan: an  ominious  sign  that 

Beijing  is  willing  to  sacrifice 
economic  and  diplomatic  self- 
interest  to  enforce  obedience. 

The  governor,  Chris  Patten, 
called  on  China  yesterday  to 
clarify  its  intentions,  saying 

that  a   politically  neutral  civil 
service  was  essential 

"Anyone  who  doesn't 
understand  that.”  he  said, "doesn't  understand  haw 

Hong  Kong  works,  doesn't understand  how  the  civil  ser- 

vice works,  doesn't  under- stand the  nature  of  a   free  soci- 

ety under  the  rule  of  law." Hong  Kong  has  opened  an 

"express  passport  counter"  to 
cope  with  a   last-minute sr ramble  by  thousands  of 

people  before  Sunday's  dead- line for  British  Dependent 
Territories  Citizen  iBDTC) 

passports.  The  document, 
available  to  about  22  million 

people,  carries  no  right  of 
abode  in  Britain  but  provide 
an  alternative  to  the  Chinese 

Special  Administrative 

Region  passport  Beijing  ..-ill issue  after  1997. 
"If  the  confidence  of  the 

civil  service  is  shaken  It  is 

like  throwing  a   rock  Into  a 
pond.  The  reverberations 

spread  out  through  the  whole 

society,”  said  Michale  deGo- 
lyer,  director  of  the  Hong 

Kong  Transition  Project.  "We are  going  to  see  a   lot  of  people 
who  were  waiting  to  see  how 
things  were  going  now  decide 
that  it  is  better  (o  be  safe  than 

sorry." 

Frustrated  in  its  attempts 
to  scare  voters  away  from 

President  Lee  Teng-hui  in 

Saturday's  Taiwanese  elec- 
tion, China  has  moved  swiftly 

to  impose  its  increasingly 
hardline  will  on  Hong  Kong. 

The  day  after  the  Taiwan  elec- tion, the  first  time  any  Chi- 
nese society  has  elected  its 

leader,  a   handpicked  group  of 

Hong  Kong  advisers  voted 149-1  in  Beijing  to  scrap  Hong 

Kong's  elected  legislature. The  one  dissenter,  Frederick 
Fung  Kin-kee,  was  promptly  I 

told  he  would  be  excluded 

from  future  decision-making 

bodies. A   British  protest  against 
the  vote  was  mocked  by 

Zhang  Junsheng.  a   senior Chinese  official  In  Hong 

Kong,  as  worthy  of  a   "collec- tion of  the  world's  best  politi- 

cal jokes". 

The  assembly  will  be 

replaced  by  the  provisional 
legislature  to  which  Hong 

Kong  civil  servants  mast 
pledge  their  loyalty.  The  new 
body  is  likely  to  be  named  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  establish- 

ing a   rival  source  of  authority 
to  a   lame  duck  colonial  gov- ernment headed  by  Mr 

Patten. 
Chen  Ziying,  deputy  direc- 

tor of  the  Hong  Kong  and 

Macau  Affairs  Office,  an- nounced on  Tuesday  that 

principal  government  offi- cials must  endorse  the  new 
legislature.  In  briefings  with 

Hong  Kong  journalists  in 
Beijing,  Chinese  officials  say 
they  must  choose  before  the 
handover  whether  they  Irish 
to  serve  Mr  Patten  or  accept 

the  authority  of  the  new 

legislature. 

Bomb  at  grave 
in  Colombia 
Three  men  were  arrested  for 

seeking  to  turn  a   cemetery  in 
the  Colombian  capital  into  a 
virtual  killing  field,  police 

said  yesterday. 

They  said  the  three  were  ar- rested on  Tuesday  shortly 

after  plaiting  a   powerful  re- moled -con  trolled  bomb  under 

a   wreath  in  Bogota’s  Jardines del  Apogeo  cemetery.  The 

bomb  was  placed  beside  the 
grave  of  the  brother  of  a 

prominent  dealer  in  contra- 
band goods  who  has  received 

death  threats.  —   Reuter. 

Grenade  attack 
A   grenade  thrown  from  a 
moving  car  exploded  at  the 
residence  of  the  Honduran 

president  blowing  a   three- foot  hole  in  the  garage  floor. 

No  one  was  injured.  A   presi- 
dential official  blamed  the 

attack  on  unspecified  "oppo- nents of  the  Liberal  Party  and 

of  the  president”.  —   AP. 

Hostages ‘well1 
Eleven  hostages  held  by 

rebels  in  Indonesia's  Irian Jaya  were  said  to  be  well  after 
they  were  visited  yesterday 

by  the  International  Red 
Cross,  a   source  dose  to  the 

operation  said.  —   Reuter. 

Tajik  aid  plea 
The  United  Nations  Chil- 

dren's Fund  launched  a   world 

appeal  yesterday  to  raise 
£3.7  million  to  help  women 
and  children  In  Tajikistan, 

responding  to  “a  forgotten 
and  silent  emergency".  Tajik- 

istan went  through  a   civil  war 

in  1992  and  violent  clashes 
continue.  —   Reuter. 

Whales  beach 
Sixteen  sperm  whales  were 
found  dead  yesterday  on  a 

western  Danish  island.  Offi- 
cials said  it  was  the  largest 

whale-beaching  episode  in 

Denmark.  — AP. 

Moscow  drugs  haul 
Russian  customs  officers  net- 

ted their  fourth  catch  of  drugs 

in  less  than  a   week  at  Mos- 
cow's international  airport 

when  they  nabbed  eight  Afri- cans smuggling  cocaine  and 

heroin  from  Peru.  —   AP. 
Toxic  torrent 
More  than  3,000  people  are 

stranded  in  the  central  Philip- 
pines by  a   torrent  of  possibly 

toxic  mine  waste  which  has 
poured  into  a   river  running 

by  their  villages,  social  wel- fare officials  said 

yesterday.  -   Reuter. Kashmir  killing 

The  body  of  a   prominent 

human  rights  activist  was 

found  yesterday,  IS  days  after 
he  was  reported  abducted  by 
men  wearing  Indian  army 
uniforms,  relatives  and  police 

said.  Shopkeepers  In  Srinagar 
went  on  strike,  and  protesters 
took  to  the  streets  shouting 

anti-Indian  slogans.  —   AP. 

Modesty  forbids 

The  supreme  court  of  Paki- stan ruled  that  male  doctors 

may  not  perform  autopsies  on 
female  corpses,  claiming  that 
to  do  so  would  offend  Islamic 

respect  for  the  dead.  —   AP. 
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The  manifesto  wars 
Labour  bids  boldly  for  grassroots  power 

IT  is  becoming  fashionable  to  say  you 

can't  tell  the  Conservatives  and  Labour 

apart  nowadays.  Fashionable  perhaps. 

Tempting  occasionally.  But  still  wrong. 

Anyone  who  needs  reassurance  on  this 

important  point  should  compare  and 

contrast  the  separate  consultation  exer- 
cises launched  by  the  two  parties  at 

Westminster  yesterday.  The  Conserva- 

tives call  theirs  Our  Nation’s  Future 
but  have  produced  a   document  about 

party  attitudes  which  is  rooted  in  the 

prejudices  of  the  past  Labour  by  con- trast have  set  the  scene  for  another 
innovation  in  British  politics,  by  ask- 

ing the  party  membership  to  vote  on  the 
next  Labour  manifesto  before  the  end  of 

the  year.  We  still  need  to  see  the  draft 

manifesto’s  contents,  so  final  judgment 

on  Labour’s  move  must  be  carefully 
reserved.  But  both  parties  are  steadily 

becoming  truer  to  themselves  in 

sharply  different  ways.  As  a   result  the 

dividing  lines  between  them  are  taking 

clearer  shape.  So  is  the  electoral  choice 
facing  Britain. 

The  Conservatives'  document  is  in- 
tended to  show  a   party  coming  together 

around  a   modem  agenda.  In  fact  it  does 

neither.  Our  Nation’s  Future  is  the 
product  of  a   large  consultation  exercise, 

apparently  involving  some  30.000  grass- 
roots Tory  activists,  but  it  is  not  in  any 

sense  a   scientific  study  or  a   reliable 

one.  The  document  amply  confirms  the 

activists’  Euroscepticism  and  preoccu- 
pation with  a   tax-cutting  agenda  and 

purports  to  show  a   broadly  united 

right-wing  party.  But  this  is  not  the 
picture  of  the  party  revealed  in  the 

more  searching  survey  of  activists  con- 
ducted by  Sheffield  University  academ- 

ics Whiteley,  Seyd  and  Richardson  In 
their  book  True  Blues  two  years  ago. 
The  Sheffield  team  found  that  Tory 
Party  members,  especially  the  elderly, 
were  much  more  supportive  of  health, 
education  and  welfare  services  than  the 
party  activists  and  leaders.  Only  7   per 

cent  of  their  sample  wanted  lower  taxes 

and  less  public  spending  on  these  ser- 
vices. Nearly  three  quarters  supported 

stricter  regulation  of  privatised  state 

enterprises  —   a   subject  wholly  ignored 

in  yesterday’s  document,  even  though  it 
Is  at  the  centre  of  the  current  beef 

argument  The  reality  is  that  the  Con- servative Party  has  been  hijacked  by 

individualist,  anti-government  rhetoric 

and  that  those  who  oppose  it  have  been 

left  to  wither  on  the  vine.  That  is  one 

reason  why  the  party’s  membership  is 
collapsing  by  more  than  60,000  every 

year  and  why  no  one  except  the  new 
zealots  now  joins  the  once  mighty 

Young  Conservatives 

The  Labour  Party's  plebiscite  an- 
nouncement is  a   more  significant  event 

than  it  may  seem.  It  takes  forward  the 

process  begun  by  the  one-member-one- vote  reforms  in  the  1980s  and  continued 

in  the  Clause  Four  debate  last  year.  It 

means  that  the  party  membership  will 

be  much  more  directly  involved-  in endorsing  policy  than  it  has  ever  been 
before.  Where  this  leaves  the  respective 

powers  of  the  plebiscite  and  the  party- conference  is  not  yet  clear,  but  the 
direction  which  is  being  followed  is 
obvious.  Power  increasingly  lies  with 

the  members  rather  than  with  confer- 
ences and  committees,  and  inevitably 

this  must  be  seen  as  part  of  the  gradual 

weakening  of  the  unions  in  the  party. 

The  real  question  now  is  whether  mem- 
ber power  can  be  made  more  than 

purely  formal.  There  is  no  doubt  from 
all  the  studies  and  evidence  that  Labour 
grassroots  opinion  generally  supports 
the  modernisation  agenda.  But  history 

shows  too  many  examples  of  the  exploi- 
tation of  plebiscites.  Labour  needs  to 

find  genuine  ways  of  underpinning  so 
that  the  members  are  not  there  simply 
to  endorse  what  the  leadership  has 

already  decided.  Without  innovation  of 
that  kind,  the  two  parties  really  will 
look  and  function  too  much  alike 

Sir  Ron’s  endearing  proposals 
The  education  troubleshooter  triumphs  again  -   with  over  16s 

TWO  down,  one  to  go.  Sir  Ron  Dealing. 
Peacemaker  Extraordinary,  did  it  again 

yesterday.  Two  years  on  from  success- 
fully ending  the  destructive  classroom 

war  over  the  national  curriculum  and 

tests.  Sir  Ron's  latest  report  appears  to 
have  achieved  a   consensus  on  an 
eqifelly  crucial  challenge:  the  biggest 
restructuring  of  post-16  education  for  40 
years.  Not  even  the  myopic  old  buffers 

who  still  defend  A   levels  (“our  educa- 
tion gold  standard")  dared  chirrup.  All 

was  harmony  and  light  even  in  the 
Commons  where  Opposition  spokes- 

men and  backbench  MPs  queued  up  to 
claim  authorship  of  various  items  on 

Sir  Ron’s  list  of  200  proposals.  Britain 
could  he  on  the  brink  of  ending  the 
biggest  blight  on  its  school  system:  the 
built-in  bias  against  vocational  educa- 

tion which  has  left  us  struggling  far 
behind  our  main  industrial 

competitors. 
The  problems  are  familiar,  low  take- 

up,  high  fell-out,  poor  standards  and  all 
overlaid  with  an  educational  alphabet 

soup  which  make  it  impossible  for  em- 
ployers to  understand  the  qualifica- 

tions which  have  been  achieved.  Of 
course  some  progress  has  been  made. 
One  third  of  16-year-olds  —   three  times 
the  proportion  of  30  years  ago  —   now 
start  A   level  courses  but  30  per  cent  fail 
to  complete  or  achieve  a   qualification. 
Vocational  qualifications  have  multi- 

plied but  not  only  are  the  100  plus 
award-making  bodies  unknown  to 
many,  16,000  different  qualifications 
available  to.  the  age-group  make  even 

experts  confused.  Sir  Ron  should  be 
embraced  for  his  robust  call  to  reduce 

the  complexity,  end  the  specialised  vo- 
cabularies, and  return  to  everyday  lan- 

guage. As  he  notes,  the  very  names 

(GNVQ,  NVQ)  seem  “perversely selected  to  provide  a   harrier  to  memory 

and  understanding”. Sir  Ron  sought  to  meet  the  needs  of 
three  crucial  groups:  disaffected  14- 
year-olds;  the  large  number  of  non  aca- 

demic children  now  staying  on  beyond 

16:  and  post  16  high-flyers  who  cur- 
rently are  insufficiently  stretched. 

Within  schools,  his  separate  academic 
and  vocational  tracks  would  both  lead 
to  higher  education  and  allow  pupils  to 
select  from  both.  The  emphasis  is  on 

higher  quality  from  both  tracks.  Sir 
Ron  embraces  the  proposals  of  separate 
recent  reviews  of  vocational  qualifica- 

tions to  raise  standards.  More  contro- 
versially for  a   tiny  minority,  he  en- 

dorses die  need  to  broaden  A   levels.  It 
is  now  eight  years  since  the  Higginson 
Committee  first  demonstrated  this 
need.  No  other  country  except  Ghana 

pursues  such  a   narrow  focus.  Higgin- 
son's  plan  was  supported  by  universi- 

ties. employers,  and  schools  but 
rejected  by  Margaret  Thatcher.  Taking 
it  off  her  shelf  is  long  overdue.  Sir  Ron, 

master  masseur,  has  produced  the  nec- 
essary political  consensus.  He  can  move 

on  to  his  third  review:  higher  educa- 
tion. Meanwhile,  Britain  has  a   chance 

to  move  purposefully  to  education  tar- 
gets set  for  the  year  2000  —   and  already 

achieved  by  Germany  and  Japan. 

Grand 
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Oranges  are  not  the  only  fruit 
There’s  one  sure  winner  from  the  phone  wars:  consumers 

ORANGE,  the  mobile  phone  company 

launched  on  the  stock  market  yester- 
day, has  sprung  from  nothing  to  being 

valued  at  almost  £3  billion  in  less  than 

two  years  —   surely  a   British  all-comers 
record  for  wealth  creation.  Not  bad  for 

a   company  which  lost  £140  million  last 

year.  Awarding  phone  companies  tele- 
phone-number valuations  is  a   brave  act 

of  faith  when  the  industry  is  experienc- 

ing unprecedented  upheaval.  There  are 

now  over  150  telephone  operators  in  the 

UK  and  no  one  knows  which  of  the  new 

delivery  systems  will  triumph  in  the 

next  century  let  alone  what  companies 

will  survive.  Optical  fibres  are  being 

run  alongside  railway  tracks  and 

wrapped  around  electricity  cables  to 

provide  competition  for  BT.  On  present 

trends  mobile  phones  will  take  50  per 

cent  of  the  market  by  2000.  Ionica  is 

poised  to  launch  a   radio-based  phone 

network  which  will  smash  BT,’s  monop- 
oly of  the  local  loop  (between  home  and 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

Charitable  look  at  cruelty 

  has  been  no  “tur- moil" at  the  RSPCA 
_   following  any  ruling  by 

the  Charity  Commissioners. 
We  have  not  been  forced  to 

tone  down  “many'’  (or  indeed 
any)  of  our  campaigns, 
(RSPCA  rocked  as  Charity 
Commissioners  order  curbing of  animal  cruelty  campaigns, 

March  27).  although  we  did  al- 
ter the  emphasis  of  a   cam- 

paign dealing  with  the  condi- tions in  which  primates  are 

kept  in  laboratories. 
This  was  because  the  ex- 

periments being  conducted  on 
these  chimps  were  of  benefit 
to  mankind  and  we  are  not 
allowed,  under  charity  law,  to 

ask  for  a   ban  on  such  exper- 
iments if  there  are  no  alterna- tives. This  cuts  both  ways, 

though,  because  we  are 
allowed  to  campaign  on 
issuer  such  as  hunting  with 

hounds,  where,  if  it  is  neces- 

sary to  kill  foxes  that  have  be- come pests,  for  example,  there 
are  better  alternatives  such 
as  shooting  which  cause  less suffering. 

The  RSPCA  works  with  the 
Chief  Charity  Commissioner, 
not  against  him.  The  Charity 
Commission  has  not  changed 
its  rules  recently,  although  we 

regularly  ask  for  guidance 
This  gives  us  a   framework within  which  to  work,  and 

provides  plenty  of  scope  for  all 
anti-cruelty  campaigns. 
Ronald  F   Kirkby. 
Chairman.  RSPCA  Council. 
RSPCA,  Causeway, 
Horsham  RH121HG. 

THE  legal  position  is  well 
established  by  the  courts. 

They  have  held  that  charities 
for  the  protection  of  animals 
are  charitable  in  so  far  as 

such  purposes  are  regarded  as 
raising  public  morality  by 

repressing  brutality  and 
cruelty  and  thereby  elevating 

the  human  race  by  stimulat- 
ing compassion.  This  reflects the  important  point  that  there 

are  circumstances  in  which 
the  moral  benefit  to  mankind 
arising  from  the  prevention  of 
suffering  can  be  outweighed 
by  some  even  greater  benefit 
to  man  such  as  the  advance- 

ment of  medicine. 
While  it  would  be  proper  for 

a   charity  to  seek  to  promote 
tiie  raising  of  standards  of 
care  and  subsequent  slaughter 
of  farm  animals  by  promoting 

more  humane  farming  meth- 
ods. it  would  clearly  be  unac- 

ceptable to  seek  to  frustrate 
essential  medical  research  in- 

volving experimentation  on arrfmais  if  no  acceptable  alter- 

native could  be  found.  The  po- 
sition of  the  RSPCA  in  rela- 

tion to  animal-rights  issues 
has  been  challenged.  We  have 
therefore  had  to  raise  with  the 

RSPCA  the  question  of  the  ex- tent to  which  it  can  properly 

campaign  on  questions  cf  this kind.  We  have  had  discussions 

with  the  RSPCA  but  still  await 
its  formal  response. 

During  a   recent  period  of  18 
months  we  have,  with  the 

complete  co-operation  of  the 

RSPCA,  monitored  its  cam- 
paign literature.  The  view  we 

formed  was  that  both  the 
issues  on  which  it  campaigned 
and  the  nature  of  its  campaign 

material  were  consistent  with 
its  charitable  status. 
R   J   Fries. 
Chief  Charity  Commissioner 
for  England  and  Wales. 
57/60  Haymarket, London  SW1Y4QX 

THE  RSPCA  must  not 

campaign  against  activi- ties which  are  considered  to 
be  of  benefit  to  mankind. 
What  benefit  was  there  to  the 

children  and  teachers  of  Lang- 
clifle  Primary  School  who  saw 
the  hoimds  of  the  Lunesdale 

Hunt  savagely  k£Q  a   fox  in  the 
school  playground  earlier  this month?  Or,  without  going  into 

details  of  diseases  like  salmo- 
nella and  BSE.  of  what  benefit 

have  intensive-farming  meth- 
ods been  to  the  people  cf  this 

country? 

Would  it  not  have  been  of 
benefit  to  people  as  well  as  to 
animals  if  the  Charity  Com- 

missioners' rulings  had  been 
challenged?  Instead,  the 
RSPCA  chairman.  Ron 
Kirkby.  has  made  an  equally 

incomprehensible  and  defeat- 
ist statement  that  “human 

needs  are  paramount”.  Are the  needs  of  blood-lust  para- 
mount or  the  need  to  make 

profit  at  the  expense  of  animal 
suffering  and  human  lives? 

Margaret  House. RSPCA  Members'  Watchdog. 44  Kingsley  Road, 

Horiey, 

Surrey  RH68HR. 

the  local  exchange)  accompanied  by 
price  cuts  of  up  to  40  per  cent  It  will  be 
followed  by  a   shoal  of  other  radio-based 
operators  trying  to  establish  alternative 
national  networks.  Meanwhile,  the 
technological  glitches  preventing  the 
Internet  from  being  a   low-cost  global 
phone  network  are  being  ironed  out 
with  unexpected  speed,  prompting 
giants  like  AT&T  and  BT  to  rethink 
their  strategies.  For  consumers  this 

must  mean  lower  prices.  Phone  compa- 
nies should  accept  in  practice  what 

they  know  in  theory:  that  network  eco- 
nomics means  that  an  international  call 

costs  little  more  than  a   local  one.  In 
future  they  will  have  to  make  their 

profits  from  rentals,  special  services 
and  more  intensive  use  of  the  existing 

networks.  If  they  don’t  the  Internet  will 
do  it  for  them.  It  is  only  when  the  cost 
of  telephoning  anywhere  in  the  world  is 
uniformly  cheap  that  the  global  village 

will  have  truly  arrived. 

Open  and  shut 

I   WAS  interested  to  see  that 
the  head  archivist  of  the 

Greater  London  Record  Office niflbns  to  have  introduced  a 

new  service  last  October  to 

assist  people  seeking  informa- 
tion from  adoption  files  (Let- 
ters, March  26).  The  GLRO 

now  has,  she  says,  “a  more 

open-access  policy”. Through  my  own  research 
and  family  recollections,  I   es- tablished that  my  brothers, 
twins  Colin  and  Clive,  were  at 
an  LCC  nursery  home  called. 
Hollyshaw  in  Tunbridge  Wells 
when  they  were  adapted  in 
around  1949.  I   wrote  to  the 
GLRO  on  November  8   last 

year,  asking  whether  any  in- formation on  the  home  and  its 
children  was  available. 

On  November  28  the  GLRO 
replied  saying  that  Hollyshaw 

was  not  opened  as  a   children’s 
home  until  19®,  and  that  con- 

sequently “it  would  appear  to 
be  unlikely  that  this  is  where 

your  brothers  were”.  I   had  to 
supply  the  GLRO  with  photo- 

copies of  the  Kelly’s  Directory for  Tunbridge  Wells  for  1948, 
clearly  listing  Hollyshaw  as 
an  LCC  Residential  Nursery 
School,  before  receiving  the 
admission  that  not  only  were 
there  records  on  the  home,  but 
that  a   file  existed  on  my 

brothers'  time  there.  How- 
ever, since  it  related  to  their 

adoption,  “we  are  unable  to 

release  information  from  it”. My  brothers  may  not  even 
know  they  have  another  bio- 

logical family.  Only  they  pres- 
ently have  the  right  to  see 

their  GLRO  file  (through  a 
social  worker).  It  seems 
doubly  unfair  to  this  sister 
that  for  a   time  the  GLRO 
placed  an  additional  barrier 
between  her  and  her  brothers 

by  giving  wrong  information. Not  what  I   would  call  an 

“open-access  policy”. 

Heather  Martin  (n£e  Parka-). 
117a  Dartmouth  Road, 
London  SE23  3HK 

TO  clarify  any  confusion created  by  my  letter  yester- 
day, the  age  limit  on  adopters 

rejected  by  John  Bowis  is 
required  by  Article  7.1  of  the 
same  European  Convention 

by  which  the  Government  jus- 
tifies a   marriage  requirement 

for  couples  who  adopt 

(Dr)  Murray  Rybura, University  of 

Birmingham,  Edgbaston, 
Birmingham  B15  2TT. 
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Archbishop’s  cardinal  error 
POLITICIANS  of  all  parties 
w^were  scrupulously  careful 

not  to  make  political  capital 
out  of  the  tragedy  in  Dun- blane. It  Is  a   great  pity  that 

the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
did  not  follow  their  example 

(The  Archbishop  makes  Jere- 
miah look  jolly,  March  27).  In- stead. be  attempts  to  make 

spiritual  capital  out  of  it 
using  the  disaster  as  a   peg  on 
which  to  hang  a   sermon  about 
absolute  morality. 
The  Archbishop  seems  to 

have  forgotten  the  careful  dis- cussion about  morality  in  the 

writings  of  his  predecessor, 
William  Temple,  who  cau- 

tioned against  a   destructive 
individualism  —   what  the 
present  Archbishop  dubs  a 

“DIY  personal  morality’’  — 
but  he  does  not  fall  into  the 

opposite  trap  erf  asserting  ab- 
solute moral  laws.  'T  do  not 

myself  believe,”  he  wrote, “that  there  is  any  rule  of  con- 

duct, strictly  so-called,  that  Is 

of  absolute  obligation.” (Rev)  Philip  Crowe. 
4   S   undome, 

Overton-on-Dee. 
Wrexham,  Clwyd  LL13  0EB. 

A   few  pennies  short  of  a   pound 

I   WAS  intrigued  to  see  David 
Willetts  purporting  to  exam- 

ine a   number  of  aspects  of 
social  security  (Arena,  March 

26).  Somewhat  disingen- 
uously, he  describes  Peter  Lil- 

lees approach  as  “to  define categories  of  benefit  recipient 
so  that  they  get  assistance 
which  is  well  targeted  without 

necessarily  being  means- tested".  Mr  Willetts  seems  not 

to  have  noticed  that  means- 
testing under  this  government 

has  risen  from  17  per  cent  of 

benefits  expenditure  in  1979  to 
85  per  cent  in  1995.  and  that  all 
Peter  LQley  has  done  is  to  sa- lami-slice benefit  after  benefit 
hitting  one  vulnerable  group 

after  another.  What  is  the  job- 
seekers' allowance  if  not  an 

extension  of  means-testing? 
What  is  the  massive  growth  in 

housing-benefit  expenditure 
under  this  government  if  not  a 

switch  from  housing  invest- 
ment to  means-tested  rent  sub- 

sidy? Mr  Willetts  seems  un- aware of  what  his  own 
Secretary  of  State  Is  doing. 

Chris  Smith  MP. 
(Shadow  Social  Security  Sec.) 
House  of  Commons. 

London  SW1 A   0AA. 

David  willetts*  eulogy 
of  Frank  Field  is  a   de- 

pressing dialogue  of  the  dim. The  UK  economy  urgently 

needs  more  spending  money 

in  circulation  now,  yet  both  of these  MPs  are  suggesting  the 

opposite.  By  slashing  welfare, 
David  Willetts  would  create 

an  even  worse  depression 
than  the  one  we  have  because 

people  would  have  less  to 
spend,  thus  reducing  demand 
and  therefore  jobs.  By  advis- 

ing or  even  forcing  people  to 

save  up  for  their  own  pen- 
sions, Frank  Field  would 

achieve  the  same  end  because 
money  would  be  saved  rather 

than  spent  Gordon  Brown’s training  scheme  has  some 

merit  but  since  it  doesn't  put 
money  into  people’s  pockets to  spend  immediately  It  will 
not  jumpetart  the  economy. 

By  creating  its  own  money 
supply,  government  could freeze  the  PSBR  and  create  its 
own  credit-based  money 

system. 

Kevin  Donnelly. 

Secretary,  Christian  Council for  Monetary  Justice, 
20  Nan  Nook  Road, 

Manchester  M23  9BZ. 

A   recipe  for  the  consumer 
to  become  a   steak-holder 
“pHE  consumer-protection 
t   interest  in  food  should  not 

be  in  the  bands  of  a   ministry 

generally  perceived  as  the former’s  voice  in  government 

Ideally  there  should  be  an 
overlapping  interest  in  pro- 

ducing exactly  what  the  public 

wants.  But  when  these  inter- ests diverge,  or  clash,  safety  of 
food  is  too  fundamental  to  be 

left  In  doubt  Salmonella,  addi- 
tives or  BSE  —   we  all  need  to 

know  that  our  and  our  child- ren's well-being  is  paramount 

Today  it  Is  food.  Tomorrow it  could  be  water,  medicine, 

railway  safety  or  insurance 
scams.  The  argument  for  the 

separation  of  ministerial  res- 
ponsibility for  the  interests  of 

the  food  producers  from  those cf  consumer  protection  must 

be  equally  valid  for  other 

areas  erf  production  and  com- merce. A   junior  minister, 
however  dedicated,  in  the  pre- 

dominantly commercially  ori- 
ented Board  of  Trade  dimin- 

ishes the.,  consumer's importance  —   in  the  Con- sumer Society! 

In  the  1970s,  L   and  others, 
convinced  Harold  Wilson  of 
the  merit  cf  separation.  For 
the  first  time,  in  1974,  an  inde- 

pendent Consumer  Ministry was  established.  Rearguard 

defence  by  established  depart- 
ments frustrated  the  creation 

of  a   full-blown,  heavyweight 
ministry.  Trade  would  not 
relinquish  consumer  aspects 
of  tourism:  MAFF  remained 
intact;  the  consumer  side  of 
Health  remained  immersed  in 
an  established  department 
Now.  while  the  public  mood 

is  conscious  of  the  need,  may  I 
make  a   bid  to  convince  my 

own  party  cf  the  opportunity 
which  exists?  To  transfer  food 

safety  to  a   quango  would 
hardly  seem  appropriate  when 

the  need  is  for  public  account- ability. Alone  it  would  not mate  a   viable  department 

But  what  a   force  for  the  con- sumer would  be  created  if  all 

departments  were  mads  to 

hand  their  consumer-protec- tion roles  to  oim  ministry .   The 

consumer  would  have  an  inde- 
pendent voice  in  Cabinet 

The  regulators  cf  all  the  util- ities —   gas,  water,  electricity, 
telecoms,  rail  —   should  come 
within  its  aegis.  Add  in  compe- 

tition policy  and  you  have  a ministry  to  speak  for  us,  the 
consumers,  a   department  to 

stand  up  to  the  industrial  lob- bies and  their  Whitehall 
mouth-pieces.  The  consumer 
would  become  a   stakeholder  in 

Cabinet  government Alan  Williams  MP. 

(Minister  of  State  in 
the  first  Department  cf 

Consumer  Affairs,  1974-76.) House  of  Commons. 

London  SW1A  0AA. 

A   Country  Diary 

THE  British  dedication  to 
I   cheap  food  at  all  costs  dates back  not  to  1946 as  you  suggest 

(Cheap  food  for  thought. 
March  2S)  but  to  1846.  when 
the  Corn  Laws  were  repealed. 

Protecting  the  competitive  po- 

sition of  British  manufactur- ing was  the  name  erf  the  game, 
and  support  for  this  policy was  not  confined  to  any  one 

political  party.  As  late  as  the 1950s  the  Liberals  campaigned 

on  the  slogan  “Cheap  Food  for 

the  Worker!". 

Continental  Europeans,  by 

contrast,  have  seldom  be- lieved cheapness  to  be  a   virtue 
where  food  is  concerned.  So 
when  British  determination  to 
continue  paying  no  more  than 
a   fair  price  for  feed  came  into 
collision  with  the  high-cost 
Common  Agricultural  Policy, 
corners  were  cut  We  are  now 

feeing  the  consequences. 
Lord  MonsOn. House  of  Lords. 

London  SWlA  0AA. 

JOHN  Gray  correctly  con- 
cludes that  tite  real  lesson 

from  the  BSE  fiasco  is  that “we  should  be  ready  to  err  on 

the  side  of  caution”  (Nature bites  back.  March  26).  This  is 
tiie  precautionary  approach, 

by  which  action  is  taken  os soon  as  there  are  grounds  for 
concern  rather  than  delaying 

indefinitely  until  there  is  ab- solute scientific  proof.  . 
BSE  is  not  the  only  issue 

where  government  neglects 
the  precautionary  principle. Evidence  is  already  mounting 
that  hormone-disrupting 

chemicals  are  causing  wide- 

spread damage  —   from 
reduced  sperm  counts  in  hu- 

mans to  developmental  fail- 
ures in  wildlife.  Two  signifi- cant hormone  disrupters 

(dioxins  and  phthalates)  are 

found  in  the  “life  cycle"  of  one. 
plastic  —   PVC.  The  Govern- ment must  act  now  to  phase 

out  PVC.  If  we  wait  for  scien- 
tific certainty,  well  wait  until 

tiie  mad  cows  come  home. 
Sarah  J   Barton. 

Campaign  Director, 
Greenpeace  UK Can  anbury  Villas, 

London  Nl  2PN. 

ANY  other  industry  produc- 
ing products  potentially fetal  to  its  consumers  would 

he  worried  about  how  much 
they  would  have  to  pay  to  vic- 

tims. But  farmers  expect  us  to 

compensate  them  —   for  adopt- 
ing dodgy  practices  designed to  boost  profits.  In  what  way  is 

farming  so  different  that  it 
should  not  bear  the  same 

responsibility? 

Daniel  Dennis. 21  John  KeaH  House, 

Henry  Jackson  Road. 
London  SW15 1DJ. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE:  Every 

spring  a   brief  and  seasonal trade  flourishes  along  the 

banks  of  the  lower  Severn  be- 
low Gloucester.  For  reasons 

most  often  associated  with  the 
avoidance  of  tax  liability  the 
trade  is  not  highly  publicised. 
It  is  the  annual  elver  catch 
and  for  a   few  brief  weeks,  the 
mass  of  young  eels  that  have 

battled  their  way  across  the Atlantic  from  the  Sargasso 

Sea  are  in  the  river.  The  fish- 

ery stations,  with  large  hold- 
ing tanks,  in  Gloucester  and in  the  rural  hinterland  of  the 

Vale  of  Severn  open  for  busi- 

ness and.  by  night,  the  elver- catchers  are  on  fee  banks  in their  favourite  selected  spots 

to  reap  the  harvest  of  young 

eels  —   tiny,  transparent  crea- tures which  make  up  a   wrig- 

gling mass  in  the  net  The 
licensed  and  approved  meth- 

ods of  catching  —   with  a   rigid 
framed  hand-held  net  are  from 

either  the  river  bank  or  from 
a   moored  boat  This  year  there 
have  been  allegations  cf  trawl- 

ing —   that  is  fishing  from  a 
boat  moving  against  the 
stream  and  thereby  virtually 

vacuuming  up  the  elvers  in 

the  river.  The  river  b; 
night  is  not  the  place 

unless  you  are  comfort the  company  of  those  w 

olarfy  augment  their  : 
by  the  elver  fishing  a you  could  be  suspec 

being  a   representative Inland  Revenue  and  en 
fee  river  along  with vers.  Less  harshly,  it  m 

suggested  that  you  tali 
night-time  stroll  else 
You  may  be  wonderin 
is  the  market  for  tiie  1 
of  this  trade  —   Severn 

do  not  appear  on  the  n 
local  restaurants.  A1 
enquiries  are  not  enaw 
rumour  has  it  that  t market,  at  up  to  £65  p 

is  In  continental  Vi 
Europe  where  the  Give 
fee  reputation  of  be aphrodisiac.  Well,  if  y 

any  product  that  renm 
not  difficult  to  sell,  as trade  in  the  body  p 

some  threatened  anim dams  of  the  tropical  r est  confirms.  In  the 
table  of  man's  exploits 
the  natural  world,  the elver  catch  comes  fair! 

< 
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A   HIDEOUS  moral  di- 
lemma grips  Graham 

Kelly,  FA  chief  exec- 

utive and  football's 
 
very own  Andrea  DworkLn. 
 
On 

Sunday,  Mr  Kelly  boy- 

cotted a   players*  dinner  be- cause women  were  banned, 
“ft’s  not  right  for  any 

organisati
on  

to  ban 

women,"  he  explains.  “If women  are  excluded, 
 
count 

me  out."  Tough  words  in- 
deed — but  what  of  the  more 

prestigiou
s  

football  writ- 

ers' dinner,  on  May  9?  That 
one's  all  right,  he  says, 

since  women  writers  at- 
tend. Yet  the  Invitation 

 
ex- 

pressly tells  members  to 
bring  male  guests  only. 

“Oh  dear,  I   didn't  know 
that.'*  says  Mr  Kelly  sadly. 
“That's  very  difficult . . . 
Lennart  Johanssen's  com- 

ing, and  as  a   matter  ofcour 
tesy  1   always  attend  when 

he  speaks  in  England."  As 
head  ofUEFA,  Mr  Johans- 
sen  is  arguably  the  last  man 
in  the  world  Mr  Kelly 

would  wish  to  offend.  “Oh 
dear,"  he  adds  sadly.  “I 
really  don’t  know  what  to 
do.”  Perhaps  we  can  help. 
Should  Mr  Kelly  pat 
English  football  before  his 
principles,  or  vice  versa? 
Should  he  go  and  make  an 
impassioned  protest 
against  sexism .   or  Is  there 
another  solution?  Letters 

and  faxes  to  “Kelly’s  Di- 
lemma" at  the  usual 

address.  God  willing,  we 
will  help  him  decide. 

THE  form  of  Railtrack 
continues  to  impress. 
At  a   station  in  Wal- 

thamstow, east  London,  the 

company  has  bad  a   tri- 
umph. erecting  brand  new 

bright  lights  on  a   set  of 
steps  and  a   disused  section 
of  platform  that  are  closed 
off  to  the  public;  nothing, 
meanwhile,  has  been  done 
to  improve  the  dim  lighting 
on  those  parts  of  the  station 
used  by  travellers.  When 
Graham  Larkbey  wrote  to 
the  company  requesting  an 
explanation,  Railtrack  East 
Anglia  replied  succinctly, 

citing  its  strict  policy  not  to 
enter  into  correspondence 

with  the  general  public. 

THE  phone  rings.  It  is 
Terry  Major-BalL  “If yon  want  somewhere 

nice  to  take  your  wife.”  says 
Terry,  “take  her  to  the  exhi- bition of  tutus  and  ballet 
costumes  at  Australia 

House."  Terry,  who  is  off  to 
the  Melbourne  Flower 

Show  as  a   visiting  celebrity 

in  a   fortnight,  went  to  a   pri- 
vate viewing  of  Tutu  Gor- 

geous on  Tuesday.  “It  was 
marvellous."  he  goes  on. 
“Being  me.  I   went  and 
peered  closely  at  all  the 

stitching  on  the  costumes." But  Terry,  you  seem  ever 
more  taken  with  Australian 

culture?  “Well,  they  have 

such  lovely  ladles,”  he 
replies.  ‘'Gorgeous,  they 
were,  and  very  nice  with  it. 

And  we  had  kangaroo  vol- 
au- vents.  Tell  your  wife  I 

insist  you  take  her  there.” 
he  adds,  and  upon  that  im- 

perative note,  we  say 
farewell. 

H   FAX  arrives  from  one calling  himself  John 
^F^Fraser,  MA  (Oxon), 

MPbll.  a   director  of  Scimi- 
tar Films.  His  missive  con- 

cerns the  knickers  of  his  co- 
director Michael  Winner. 

Reporting  a   newspaper 

apology  for  referring  to  his 
“grubby  Y-fronts”.  I   consid- 

ered whether  the  accusa- 
tion of  Y-front- wearing  was 

actionable.  “Of  course  it’s 
not  libellous  to  accuse 

someone  of  wearing  Y- 
fronts,"  writes  Mr  Fraser, 
MA(Oxon),  MPhil;  the  ob- 

jection, he  adds,  concerned 

their  grubbiness.  “Have  I Got  News  For  You  rightly 

printed  a   correction  and 

Apology  on  air.”  (Printed 
on  air?  Capital  letters  mid- 

sentence? Is  Mr  Fraser’s  MA 
(Oxon)  in  pidgin  English?) 
“And  I   asked  the  Aberdeen 
Press  and  Journal  to  do 

likewise,  for  the  record.” Aha .   For  the  record,  if  Mr 

Winner  cares  to  present 

himself  to  the  editor’s  office 
for  a   Y-front  inspection,  and 
if  he  passes,  I   too  will  print 
a   correction,  and  an  Apol- 

ogy. Can’t  say  fairer  than  . 
that. 

THE  legendary  zest  of 
the  Deputy  Prime  Min- 

ister, First  Secretary 

of  State,  survives  intact. 
Yesterday  morning,  for  ex- 

ample, Mr  Hesel tine's  day began  at  9.30.  with  a   press 
conference  in  the  swanky, 

and  expensive-to-hir
e, 

QEII  Centre  near  Parlia- 
ment-I'm  sorry  to  have 

missed  it,  for  the  confer- ence’s title  was  truly  splen- 
did . . .   “Food  from  Britain: 

a   blueprint  for  export  suc- cess.” Make  it  up.  could 

you?  I   don't  think  so. 

Out  of  the  melting-pot 
comes  a   new  mosaic 

Commentary 

Hugo 
Young 

WHATEVER  else 

starts  happenin
g  

in 

Turin  tomorro
w, 

we  know  for  cer- 
tain that  “Europe”

  
is  about  to 

change.  Britain’s 
 
catastrop

hic 
beef  crisis  will  not  alter, 

though  it  may  yet  help  shape, 

this  historic
  

inevitabi
lity. 

How  subtle,  or  definitive
,  

the 
change  turns  out  to  be  is  hard 

to  predict,  but  the  promise  of 
it  should  transfor

m  
the  lan- 

guage in  which  we're  accus- tomed to  thinking 
 
about  the 

EU,  the  intergov
ernmenta

l 

conferenc
e  

and  all  that  The 

question 
 
is  no  longer  the  old 

crudity; 
 
more  integrati

on  
— 

yes  or  no?  It  is  now  less  stri- 
dent but  Just  as  pressing:

 
Europe  —   flexibilit

y  
or  death? 

If  one  thing  imffns  all  impor- 
tant countri

es  
it  is  that  the 

status  quo  of  a   folly  unitary 

Europe  is  finished. This  is  the  British  view.  It 
is  also  the  German  view. 
From  different  perspectives 
and  with  different  goals,  the 

integrationists  and  the  dis- 
integration ists  make  a   simi- 

lar assessment  The  rules  of 

the  game  have  got  to  change. 
There  will  still  be  a   deep,  per- 

haps corrosive,  struggle 
about  the  terms  erf  change  and 

the  identity  of  the  likely  win- 
ners. But  complexity  and  va- 

riety are  bound  to  replace  the 
blueprint  of  1958. 

Consider  Italy.  Not  only  be- 
cause Turin  is  where  it’s  at 

but  because  of  Italy's  predica- 
ment as  a   founding  Commu- 

nity member  with  no  hope  of 
being  a   founder  member  of 
the  next  great  project,  eco- 

nomic and  monetary  union. 
Germany  and  France  may  be 
the  indispensable  arbiters  of 
Europe.  They  confirmed  on 
Tuesday  that  they  bad  agreed 
a   deal  purporting  to  sew  up 
the  fate  of  any  currency  that 
stayed  outside  EMU.  There 
would  be  no  competitive  de- valuations, they  decreed.  But 

the  positions  of  Italy  and  Brit- 
ain, the  main  second-order 

players,  give  as  good  a 

glimpse  of  the  new  world.  I'm in  a   position  to  update  them. 
The  Italian  attitude  was 

voiced  at  a   Journalists'  semi- nar this  weekend.  Boris 
Biancheri  Chappori,  head  of 
the  Italian  Foreign  Office, 

gave  his  Anglo-Italian  audi- 
ence a   cooler  picture  than  the 

federalistic  simplicities  of 
the  foreign  minister  pro  tem 

Signora  Agnelli.  He  de- scribed a   world  in  which 

Italy  recognises  its  own  limi- tations, as  well  as  those  of  an 
EU  that  is  “like  a   container 
in  which  everything  is 

static”.  After  40  years  of  de- 

velopment in  a   stable  world, 
he  said,  Europe  now  needed 
to  adjust  to  fragmentation 

and  instability.  Public  opin- 
ion might  want  concerted 

action  on  a   host  of  matters 

from  drugs  to  the  environ- 
ment. but  also  demanded 

respect  for  a   new  mosaic  of 
nations,  the  image  that  has 

taken  over  from  the  melting- 
pot  of  Monnet-ist  aspiration. 
The  only  response  to  this, 

insisted  Biancheri  Chappori, 
was  to  review  the  rules.  He 
favoured  some,  like  more  ma- 

jority voting  (QMV).  which the  British  oppose,  and 
others,  like  a   reform  of  the 
Brussels  Commission,  which 
Britain  has  long  backed.  But 
we  face,  he  said,  a   situation 
for  which  there  is  no  model. 
He  comes  round  to  a   position, 

also  being  pushed  by  Ger- 
many. on  foreign  policy  at 

leasC  where  the  EU  has  to 
contemplate  its  own  modest 

fragmentation  into  sub- 
groups of  partners,  who 

agree  to  act  in  certain  ways 
consistent  with  the  treaties 

yet  not  participated  in  by 
every  member. 

For  Italy,  this  is  a   large  ac- 
quiescence. Our  old  friend 

file  two-speed,  two-tier,  two- track  Europe  reappears,  with 
this  federal-minded  country 

admitting  that  it  may  be  ex- cluded from  its  accustomed 
place.  But  the  speeds  become 
more  diverse.  Building  on 
the  varieties  that  already 

exist,  the  opt-outs  and  self-ex- cl  us  ions  on  currency  and 

policing.  Italy  sees  them  as essential  to  avoid  a   crack-up. "If  we  fail,”  the  official  said, 
"we  will  enter  a   medieval 

period,  where  there  are  no 

rules,  no  disciplines.” So  here  is  an  unchallenge- 
ably  Euro-country  confessing 
that  the  old  mould  must  be 

broken.  Our  own  anti-Euro 
government  believes  the 
same.  Moreover  it  still  thinks 

—   I   report,  I   don’t  predict  — that  it  will  be  vindicated  as 
the  process  being  started  in 
Turin  unfolds  over  the  next 

year. 

Ministers  think  they  have 

quite  a   lot  of  negotiating 
leverage.  To  the  Franco-Ger- man stitch-up  over  EMU.  for 

example,  they  will  reply  with 
the  negative  which  it  is 
within  their  power,  backed 

by  other  potential. outsiders, to  exercise.  They  can  decline 
to  be  corralled  into  a   system 

whereby  the  EMU-joiners have  the  best  of  all  worlds: 

the  strength  of  their  own  cur- 
rency. without  the  threat  of 

‘If  we  fail,’  the 

official  said,  ‘we  will 
enter  a   medieval 

period,  where  there are  no  rules,  no 

disciplines’ 

other  currencies’  weakness. 
David  Davis,  the  minister  for 
Europe,  has  become  famous 

for  the  mantra  “Just  say  No”, known  in  the  Foreign  Office, 
after  its  originator  in  the 
American  drugs  war.  as  his 

Nancy  Reagan  imperson- ation. Any  proposed  penal- 
ties on  non-joiners  of  any  of 

the  projects  will  meet  with  a 
Nancy  Reagan. 

There  are  other  bits  of  Brit- 
ish optimism.  Desiring  to  re- 

weight  the  voting  powers  of 
the  big  countries,  Britain 

seems  confident  it  will  get 

support  from  Germany  and 

the  rest  of  the  peer-group 
even  while  continuing  to  op- 

pose extensions  of  QMV.  The 

others  may  want  that,  and 
try  to  make  the  re- weigh  ting 

dependent  on  it  But  at  a   con- 
ference intended  to  fix  the 

key  rules  for  enlargement, 
France  will  surely  desire  to 
barricade  herself  by  every 
available  means  against  the 
whimsical  interests  of  a   gang 
of  Maltas. 

So  says  Whitehall.  Another 
source  of  confidence  Is  the 
context  in  which  all  this  will 

eventually  take  place.  In  half- a-dozen  member  states,  post- 

IGC-  referenda  are  not  an  op- 
tion but  a   requirement.  The 

politics  of  the  masses  will  be 
ranged  against  those  of  the 

political  class,  a   contest  in which  London  is  convinced 
the  politicians  will  be  obliged to  demonstrate,  at  last,  some 

respect  for  popular  scepti- 
cism. This,  thinks  the  Gov- 

ernment, will  be  an  induce- ment to  the  kind  of 

flexibility,  multi-tiered  and multi-faceted,  which  it  is  not 
alone  in  seeing  as  the  only 

way  to  enable  Europe  to 

work. 

Such  is  the  British  objec- tive: to  help  diversify  Europe 

without  wrecking  it  Succeed- 
ing is  crucially  dependent  on 

a   negotiation  conducted  from the  base  of  goodwill  and  good 
faith:  rather  like  the  problem 

of  coping  with  mad  cow  dis- 
ease and  securing  the  Union’s 

support  at  this  time  of  a 
national  disaster.  It’s  hard  to escape  the  sense  cf  undismay 
that  suffuses  these  partners 

as  they  contemplate  the  Brit- 
ish predicament  after  all  the 

lecturing  and  obstructionism 
which  file  Conservative  Gov- ernment has  devoted  to  the 

European  project  To  achieve the  flexibility  we  seek  from 
the  IGC,  we  need  to  roll  back 

the  years.  Perhaps  it’s  as  well that  nobody  thinks  it  will  be 
over  before  the  General 

Election. 

Risky  business,  safety 
Martin  Woollacott  argues  that  we  now  expect  governments 
not  so  much  to  do  good  things  as  to  protect  us  from  bad  ones 

THAT  we  should  be 

reduced
  

to  animal sacrific
e  

at  the  end 
of  the  20th  century 
was  not  expected. 

Yet  that  is  what  is  happening 
when  the  British  government 

explains  that  it  is  contemplat- 
ing the  mass  slaughter  of  cat- 
tle not  on  scientific  grounds 

but  to  restore  public  confi- 
dence. That  the  action,  if  it  is 

taken,  is  highly  unlikely  to  do 
so  adds  to  the  surreal  nature 
of  the  exercise. 
The  extraordinary  logic  of 

doing  something  which  you 
have  explained  in  advance  is 
not  necessary  represents  a 
lurch  into  the  realm  of  super- 

stition. Like  a   Roman  wor- 
shipper hesitating  between 

temples,  the  Government 
thinks  only  in  terms  of  propi- 

tiation. There  could  not  be 

clearer  evidence  that  the  rul- 
ing party  in  Britain  still  does 

not  understood  a   profound 
shift  in  modern  politics, 
which  has  displaced  wealth 
creation  and  military  secu- 

rity, narrowly  conceived,  as 
the  Twain  aims  and  justifica- 

tions for  government.  That 
shift  has  made  the  avoidance 
of  the  dangers  arising  from 

society's  own  economic  and 
technological  development 

not  just  one  of  government’s responsibilities  but  its  main 

business. This  transition  to  what  the 
German  sociologist  Ulrich 

Beck  has  called  “Risk  Soci- 
ety’' dethrones  both  the  de- 
ities. Science  and  the  Public 

Opinion,  to  which  Mr  Major 
appeals  or,  more  accurately, 
of  which  at  the  moment  he 
sees  himself  the  victim.  It 

means  that  effective  govern- 
ments have  to  understand 

that  they  preside  over  societ- 
ies which  have  become  lab- 

oratories of  technological  and 

social  change,  in  which  de- 
pendence on  technology  must 

go  hand  in  hand  with  control of  technology. 

Dependence  and  control 
cannot  be  separated  in  time. 
Nor  can  decisions  over  those 
risks  be  taken.  Beck  argues, 

by  the  old  alliance  between 
scientists,  industry,  and  se- 

cretive government  but  only 

by  open  governments,  by 
much  better-informed  pub- 

lics, and  by  socially  aware 
firms  and  economic  institu- 

tions —   all  of  them  brought 

face  to  face  with  conse- 
quences from  which  they  are 

at  present  largely  divorced. 

Speaking  at  a   well-timed conference  on  the  Politics  of 
Risk  Society  organised  by  the 
Institute  for  Public  Policy 
Research  this  week.  Professor 
Beck  said  that  the  lives  of  the 

British  have  become  “an  ex- periment inflicted  upon  us  by 

the  beef  industry”.  The  situa- 
tion of  being  in  an  uncon- 

trolled, unintended  and  un- 
stoppable experiment  arose 

when  old  and  inadequate 

methods  of  risk  assessment 
prevailed.  But  the  arguments 
of  Professor  Beck,  tike  those 
of  the  British  sociologist 

Anthony  Giddens,  do  not  pre- tend that  risk  can  be  banished 

from  modern  life. 
Indeed,  they  argue  that  risk 

characterises  modem  societ- 
ies, and  that  the  control  of 

risk  represents  a   kind  of 
second  wave  of  modernisa- 

tion. Giddens,  speaking  at  the 
same  conference,  suggested 

that  both  major  British  politi- 

cal parties  have  been  in- volved in  different  versions  of 

an  earlier  kind  of  modernisa- 

tion, of  bringing  Britain  “up to  date”.  The  Conservatives, 
he  implied,  were  still  stuck  in 
what  was  now  an  obsolete  and 

A   cry  for  freedom 
John  Pullin  demands  that  the  contempt 

law  is  changed  following  Bill  Goodwin’s 
victory  in  protecting  his  source 

MOST  journalists  and 
editors  have  a   nod- 

ding acquaintan
ce 

with  relevant  bits  of  the 

law.  We’re  not  legal  ex- 
perts. but  we  know  enough 

to  recognise  the  sound  of 
alarm  bells  ringing.  So  I 
had  been  fairly  complacent 

about  Bill  Goodwin's  news story  for  The  Engineer, 

even  when  the  injunction 

arrived.  It  took  less  than  24 
hours  for  complacency

  
to 

turn  to  consternation
. 

Section  10  of  the  Con- 

tempt of  Court  Act  1981  — under  which  the  court 

order  came  for  us  to  reveal 

the  source  —   was  a   closed 
book.  Didn’t  we  remember 
the  Sarah  Usdall  case  and 

the  Jeremy  Warner  case, our  solicitor  asked.  Er,  yes. 

we  said.  Just  remind  us . . . 

It  soon  became  clear  that 

the  interests  of  Bill  Good- win and  of  The  Engineer 

and  its  owners  were  simi- 
lar. but  not  identicaL  Bill 

Goodwin  knew  who  the 

source  was  of  the  informa- 
tion about  Tetra,  the  com- 

puter company:  The  Engi- 
neer, personified  by  me,  Its 

editor,  and  Morgun-Gram- 
plan  did  not  know.  Bill  had 

few  assets;  M-G  bad  40  busi- 
ness magazines  and  almost 

1,000  staff.  Practicality  dic- tated that  Bill  Goodwin 

should  get  his  own  legal 
advice,  separate  from  the 
company's  lawyers. 

One  part  of  the  machin- ery of  the  law  proved  to  be 

of  dubious  help.  Proceed- 
ings in  the  High  Court,  the 

Court  of  Appeal  and  the 
House  of  Lords  were  all  car- 

ried out  by  sworn  affidavits 
from  the  people  involved, 

with  only  the  barristers  on 
each  side  allowed  to  speak. 

There  was  no  cross-exami- 
nation of  witnesses  or  evi- 

dence, so  some  “facts”  were allowed  to  go  unchallenged 

or  unquestioned. 

Section  10  proved  even 
less  helpful-  It  was  drafted 
by  Lord  Scarman  to  help 

journalists  protect  sources 
except  in  certain  circum- 

stances —   where  identifica- 
tion might  help  prevent 

crime  or  disorder,  or  where 

national  security  was  in- volved. 

Before  Section  10  became 

law,  though,  the  Lord  Chan- cellor's Department  bad added  a   further  category 

even  a   dangerous  project 
Labour  had  a   clearer  view  of 
the  need  for  a   transition  but 

had  not  yet  made  it 
Critics  of  such  ideas  have 

pointed  out  that  modem  in- dustrial societies  are  much 

less  dangerous  than  earlier 
ones.  Individuals  in  the  rich 
world  live  out  their  lives  in 
much  greater  safety  than  in 

previoas  generations.  One 
response  is  that  certain  kinds 
of  disasters  —   nuclear  break- 

downs, global  warming  — could  change  that  happy  pic- 
ture. The  other  is  that,  as  for 

as  lesser  dangers  are  con- 
cerned, the  point  is  that  we 

have  far  higher  expectations 
of  control  and  are  for  more 
responsible  for  the  dangers 

where  disclosure  might  be 

required  —   “in  the  interests 
of  justice”.  This  catch-all 
phrase  caught  Bill  Goodwin 
and  The  Engineer.  Inst  rad 
of  being  a   device  to  help 
journalists  protect  sources. 
Section  10  became  the 

means  to  unlock  journal- ists’ notebooks. 

The  European  Court  deci- sion means  Section  10  will 

have  to  be  recast.'  What should  it  now  say?  The 

National  Union  of  Journal- 
ists' code  is,  in  this  area, 

simplicity  itself:  thou  shalt not  reveal  thy  sources.  The 
editors'  code  of  practice,  the 

basis  of  the  Press  Com- 
plaints Commission,  talk** 

about  a   “moral  obligation” 
to  protect  confidential sources  of  information- 

simplicity  is  attractive, 
but  may  also  be  dangerous. 
In  the  Goodwin  case,  both 

the  Court  of  Appeal  and  the House  of  Lords  attacked  the 

NUJ’s  formula  as  “putting 

journalists  above  the  law”. The  general  public  may also  be  less  than  happy 

about  journalists  being 

we  face  than  in  the  past  hi 
the  main,  we  manufacture 

our  own  disasters.  Beck  ex- 
presses this  by  saying  that 

modern  politics  is  about  the 
“distribution  of  bads”  rather 
than  the  distribution  of 

goods.  Giddens  insists  that 
every  time  we  assess  risks  we 
are  acting  politically,  assign- 

ing values  and  choosing  be- 
tween them. 

■   Useful  ideas,  at  a   time  when 
risk  continues  to  be  assessed 

by  handing  it,  separately,  to 
different  professional  orders 
who  then  measure  it  on  the 

basis  of  their  different  profes- 
sional yardsticks.  The  central 

insight  of  the  Risk  Society 
concept  is  that  Industrial 
societies  both  manufacture 
and  must  control  risk.  Risks 

are  not  just  moments  of  dan 
ger  as  we  forge  forward:  they 

are  the  process  itself.  Manag- 
ing this  process  is,  or  ought  to 

be.  fiie  dominant  concern  of 
their  governments.  It  is  what 
their  publics  expect  of  them, as  the  Conservatives  are 
learning,  or  re-learning,  at 
the  moment  The  generalised 
association  of  government 
with  the  avoidance  <rf  risk,  or 
compensation  for  it  when  it 
arises,  is  deeply  rooted,  in  all 
classes  and  among  people  of 

all  political  views. It  is  also  true  that  the  pub- 
lic punishes  over-caution  as well  as  lade  of  caution.  It  does 

not  want  to  pay  a   high  price 
for  avoiding  risks  which  turn 
out  not  to  be  real.  But,  if 
governments  want  peoples 
who  are  more  understanding, 
it  has  to  associate  them,  more 
directly  and  continuously, 
with  the  decisions  which  lead 

to  risks  being  taken.  Effective 
risk  prevention  cannot 
emerge  out  of  the  haphazard 
interaction  between  a   science 
which  will  always  hold  out 
against  absolute  conclusions, 
an  industry  maximising  pro- 

duction and  profit,  and  a   pub- 
lic opinion  veering  between 

greed  and  fear.  Nor  can  the 
complexity  erf  file  decisions  be 
reduced  to  a   simple  equation 

with  environmental  conse- 

quences on  the  one  hand  and economic  advantage  on  the 
other.  The  question  must 
rather  be:  what  kind  of  risks 

are  we  prepared  to  take  in order  to  be  the  society  we 
want  to  be? 

routinely  exempted  from 

general  laws  about  protect- 
ing and  harbouring  crimi- 

nals. for  instance.  The 

answer  may  well  be  more 
complex,  involving  several new  measures.  This  may 
mean  a   revision  to  Section 

10  with  at  least  the  “Inter- 

ests of  justice"  clause removed  so  that  the  origi- 
nal intention  of  the  section 

is  restored. It  could,  include  a   Bill  of 

Rights  in  which  press  free- 
doms and  the  rights  erf  jour- 

nalists to  investigate  are 

positively  asserted  as  the 
base  line.  It  sorely  has  to 

include  a   Freedom  of  Infor- mation Act  to  stop  people 

from  scuttling  behind  con- 
fidentiality clauses.  And  it 

could  well  Involve  a   more 

open  court  system  which allows  all  the  facts  to 

emerge  and  to  be 

questioned. 
John  Pullin  was  editor  at  The 

Engineer  from  1984  to  1991.  He 

was  also  on  the  edltors'-code committee  that  advises  the 

Press  Complaints  Commission 

The  unbearable 

smugness  of 
being  vegetarian 

Natasha  Walter 

THE  ONLY  people  who 

are  finding  a   silver  lin- 
ing in  the  BSE  scare  are 

vegetarians.  So  why  aren’t  we thrilled  that  sales  of  Linda 

McCartney's  veggie  burgers 

are  set  to  soar?  Why  can't  we 
applaud  those  who  write  to 
the  letters  page  of  this  news- paper with  the  smug  opening 

sentence,  “I  have  been  a   vege- 

tarian for  30  years"? There  is  a   sanctimonious, 
uess  around  vegetarianism that  makes  It  hard  for  many 

of  us,  even  those  who  don’t rejoice  in  the  torture  of  lambs and  calves,  even  those  who 
rarely  or  never  buy  meat,  to 

call  ourselves  vegetarians. Because  vegetarianism  has 

never  just  been  about  not  eat- 
ing meat  It  has  almost  al- ways involved  lifestyle 

choices,  moral  posies  and  as- 
cetic habits.  That  all-or-noth- ing attitude  to  vegetables 

runs  all  the  way  from  Pythag- 

oras, who  believed  animals had  souls,  to  Tolstoy,  who 

liked  to  think  that  vegetarian- 
ism might  help  to  establish 

God’s  kingdom  on  Earth. 

Too  many  vegetarians  still 
promise  redemption  to  those 
who  see  the  light  Peter  Cox, 

the  author  of  Why  You  Don’t Need  Meat  —   “the  book  that 

launched  the  vegetarian  revo- lution” —   makes  a   direct  con- 

nection between  men’s  domi- nation of  animate  and  their 

domination  of  women:  “Meat- eaters  perpetuate  these  repug- nant values  each  time  they, mnsiimp  animal  flesh."  More, 

Flesh  consumption  rein- forces and  indeed  creates 

social  divisions.”  while  vege- 
tarianism reaffirms  “our 

basic  kinship  with  all  cre- ation”. Other  vegetarians 
stress  that  vegetarianism  is 
not  just  a   dietary  preference, 
but  “a  way  erf  life . . .   bound 

up  with  the  development  and emergence  of  a   higher 

civilisation”. 

That  smug,  mystical  aura 
puts  off  many  of  us  who  do 
want  formers  to  stop  their 
revolting,  cost-cutting  prac- 

tices, but  who  don’t  want  to be  aligned  with  these  fanciful 
moralise rs.  Just  as  in  the 

wider  environmental  move- 
ment, sensible  social  and  po- 
litical ideas  can  get  lost  in  the 

fog  of  quasi-religious  claims. Maybe  the  vegetarians  are set  to  inherit  the  Earth.  Id  the 

doomsday  scenario,  we  will 
succumb  to  quiet  madness, 
while  they  can  take  over  the 
country.  Many  people,  think- 

ing that  this  is  the  way  of  the future,  are  quickly  getting  in 

on  the  act  The  Vegetarian 

Society  haq  seen  enquiries 
double  over  the  past  week. “We  have  seen  many,  many 

food  scares  before,  but  noth- 

ing with  the  effect  on  the 

public  that  this  one  has  had.” 
Perhaps  we  shouldn't grudge  them  their  success. After  all,  much  of  what  they 

have  said  for  years  is  turning 
out  to  be  true.  Their  idea  that 
meat  is  “unclean"  looks  unde- 

niable as  we  are  forced  to 
hear  over  and  over  again  that 
neat  little  burgers  can  be 

chopped-up  brains  of  diseased 
animals  fed  on  diseased  ani- mals’ chopped-up  brains.  As 
the  vegetarian  Thomas  Tryon 

said  300  years  ago,  “Flesh 
does  breed  great  store  of  nox- ious humours . . .   surfeits, 

over-driving,  abuses  of  cruel 
butchers,  renders  their  flesh 

still  more  unwholesome.” 
But  the  claims  made  for  the 

benefits  of  a   vegetarian  diet 
have  often  gone  beyond  just 

avoiding  illness.  Vegetarian- 
ism, we  are  told,  arrests  ar- thritis, battles  blood  pressure, 

combats  cancer,  defeats  dia- 
betes, heals  heart  disease,  and 

so  on;  and  some  of  these  con- nections rely  on  medical 
proof.  But  the  kind  erf  dinky 
detoxification  diets  that 

promise  Immortality  by  cut- 
ting out  alcohol  and  tea  and 

coffee  (all  good  vegetarian 
drinks,  after  all)  and  cooked 
foods,  and  promise  to  make 
you  feel  “lighter  and 
younger”  and  “set  the  pattern 
for  a   better  life”,  should  make most  of  us  rush  straight  back 
to  the  beef  counter.  In  Alan 

Clark's  diaries,  the  self-con- 
fessed  vegetarian  tries  a   de- 

toxification diet,  to  “sluice the  kidneys.  Torture  the 
body”,  and  after  two  days 

feels  so  terrible  that  he  suc- cumbs to  a   vast  chicken 

dinner. Indeed,  Alan  Clark’s  views should  alert  us  to  the  dangers 

of  believing  that  vegetarian- ism is  somehow  connected  to 
non-sexlst  behaviour  and 

gentle  morals.  If.  that  is.  Hit- 
ler’s bizarre  example  hadn't 

put  paid  to  such  connections 
for  good.  And  the  realities  of 
dairy  and  chicken  forming 
should  remind  us  not  to  trust 
vegetarians  who  take  the 

moral  high  ground  while  still 

gating  eggs  and  milk 

THOSE  who  long  for  a 

change  in  forming  hab- its will  do  best  by  aban- 

doning these  grandiose  ideals 
in  favour  of  realism.  To  me, 
the  world  seems  foil  of  lapsed 
vegetarians.  Almost  all  my 
friends  who  took  up  vegetari- 

anism in  their  teens  and  early 
twenties  are  back  on  flesh.  As 

one  said  succinctly.  “My  ca- 
nines itched  for  blood.”  Colin Spencer,  author  of  a   superb 

history  of  vegetarianism,  ad- 
mits that  “the  texture  of 

cooked  muscle  is  unique  and 
cannot  be  replicated  by  vege- tables and  may  give  a   deep 

and  mysterious  satisfaction”. 
Yet  the  BSE  scare  can  be 

harnessed  by  realistic  meat- 
eaters  as  well  as  idealistic 

vegetarians.  A   little  some- 
thing —   fewer  pesticides,  nat- 

ural feed,  more  carefol  prepa- 
ration, more  knowledge  —   is often  better  than  all  or 

nothing. 
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David  Packard      

Computer  giant 

in  a   garage 
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It  was  here,  in  the  l2-by-i8ft 
building  put  up  in  1905,  that 
Packard  and  bis  friend  Bill 
Hewlett  began  in  the  autumn 
of  1938  to  tinker  with  their 
new  Invention,  an  electronic 
audio  oscillator  that  Walt  Dis- 

ney later  used  to  test  sound 
equipment  for  his  classical 
music  cartoon.  Fantasia.  So 

powerful  was  the  legend  of 

Hewlett-Packard’s  origins 
that  today  In  die  computer  in- 

dustry, a   failure  is  met  not 
with  "back  to  the  drawing 

board"  but  to  "the  garage". 
Packard,  co-founder  of  the 

huge  Hewlett-Packard  elec- 
tronics company,  also  in- 

vented a   management  style 

known  as  the  "Iff  Way"  that 
is  still  practised-  It  is  infor- 

mal but  efficient,  and  in- 
cludes such  concepts  as 

"management  by  walking 
around",  in  which  executives 
roam  the  shop  floor  and  office 
corridors  meeting  employees 
and  seeking  their  ideas. 
They  would  always  spot 

Packard  coming;  he  was  6ft 
5 in  tall  and  walked  with  a 

purposeful  stride,  and  al- 
though friendly,  could  be  in- 

timidating. He  would  Issue 
severe  reprimands  to  those 

We  weren’t interested  in 

money.  In  our  first 

years  we  made 25  cents  an  hour 

—David  Packard 

who  had  not  done  their  home- 
work. Once,  during  the  1960s, 

a   young  engineer  showed  him a   cheaper  metal  for  packaging 
delicate  instruments.  Packard 

took  the  proffered  sliver, twisted  until  it  broke,  and 
after  throwing  it  on  the  floor 
walked  off  without  a   word. 

He  bestowed  another  legacy 

on  Silicon  Valley:  conserva- 
tive politics.  He  served  under 

President  Nixon  as  his  deputy 
secretary  of  defence  during 
the  Vietnam  war  from  1969-71, 
was  a   trustee  of  the  conserva- 

tive Hoover  Institution  in  Cal- 

ifornia, and  served  on  the  Tri- lateral Commission  for  eight 

years. 

As  one  of  the  richest  men  in 
America,  his  last  political  act 
was  a   large  contribution  to 
two  referenda  in  California 
that  would  have  made  it  more 

difficult  for  people  to  claim 
damages  from  corporations. 
He  did  not  live  to  see  their 
failure  announced  yesterday 

after  Tuesday’s  election. Packard  was  born  the  son 
of  a   successful  lawyer  and 

hlgh-school  teacher  in  the 
town  of  Pueblo.  Colorado,  and 

despite  the  family’s  wishes for  a   law  career,  he  obtained  a 
master’s  degree  in  electrical 
engineering  at  Stanford.  He 
studied  under  Professor  Fred- 

erick Terman,  who  was  con- cerned that  so  many  of  his 

brightest  graduates  went 
“back  Bast* '   to  make  their  liv- 

ing. The  professor,  now regarded  as  the  father  of  the 
US  electronics  industry, 

wanted  them  to  form  their 

own  companies  on  an  indus- trial site  the  university 
owned.  Packard,  and  his  fel- 

low student  Hewlett,  were 

among  the  first  to  take  advan- tage of  his  offer. 
But  first  was  their  sojourn 

at  367  Addison  Avenue.  Palo 
Alto,  where  Packard  lived  in 
the  house  with  his  young  wife 
Lucile  (she  died  in  1987),  and 
Hewlett  slept  in  a   cottage  at 
the  back. 

They  formed  their  partner- 
ship on  new  year’s  day  1939 with  Just  $538  in  capital,  and 

tossed  a   coin  to  decide  in 
what  order  to  put  their 

names.  "We  weren't  inter- 
ested -in  making  money." 

Packard  recalled  later,  "but  if 
you  couldn't  get  a   job,  you 
made  one  for  yourself.  Our 

first  several  years  we  made 

only  25  cents  an  hour." 
However,  in  the  first  year 

they  bad  a   profit  of  $1,539  on 

sales  of  "inventions  to  order” of  $5,369.  Their  company,  in- 
corporated in  1947.  became  a 

leading  supplier  of  electronic instruments  and  equipment 

that  eventually  led  the  part- 
ners into  the  burgeoning  field 

of  computers.  They  built  their 
first  model,  the  HP-21 16a.  in 
1968.  but  made  more  money 

on  the  popular  electronic  cal- culator they  introduced  in  the 
early  1970s. 
Today  Hewlett-Packard  is 

the  second  largest  computer 
company  in  the  United  States, 
with  sales  of  $31.5  billion  an- 

nually and  100.000  employees. 

Recently  It  has  become  the 

leading  maker  of  laser 

printers. 
As  the  company  grew,  the 

two  partners  worked  out  a 

shared  management  in  which 
Hewlett  remained  the  techni- 

cian, and'  Packard  ran  day-to- 
day  business.  It  was  here  that 
he  developed  the  manage- 

ment ideas  that  are  still 
widely  used  in  Silicon 
Valley.  They  served  as  a 
model  for  the  founders  of 

Apple  Computer  Inc,  and top  executives  at  companies 
including  Silicon  Graphics 

and  Tandem  are  former  em- 
ployees instilled  in  the  HP Way. 

Packard  wrote  down  his 
management  beliefs  when  the 

company  went  public  in  1957. It  scorns  a   strict  hierarchy 
but  encourages  individual 

Inventing  Silicon  Valley . . .   Packard  (seated)  and  Bill  Hewlett  at  work  in  their  Palo  Alto  garage  Ln  1939 

creativity  while  urging  a 

"company  culture"  of  respect 
and  trust  Packard  believed  in 

dispersing  power  and  would 
split  up  divisions  after  they 
reached  1500  employees.  Ex- 

ecutives at  HP  had  no  limou- 
sines or  private  dining- rooms, and  Packard  did  away 

with  plush  offices,  installing 

cubicles  without  doors  in- 
stead. while  encouraging  en- 

gineers to  leave  their  work 

out  so  others  could  come  by 
and  tinker  or  offer  ideas. 

Forbes  magazine  estimated 
Packard’s  personal  fortune  at 
$3.7  billion,  but  he  lived  aus- 

terely and  did  not  susbscibe 

to  the  current  "downsizing’* mania  in  which  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Americans  from 

lathe  operators  to  senior  exec- utives have  lost  fheir  jobs. 

Bill  Gates,  the  billionaire 
boss  of  Microsoft  paid  tribute 

to  Packard,  crediting  him 
with  overcoming  the  huge 

changes  in  Silicon  Valley without  mass  sackings- 
“His  mentality  of  mutual 

respect  and  treating  people 

decently,  combined  with  the 
understanding  of  what  it 
takes  to  foster  innovation, 
still  inspires  everyone  who 
tries  to  make  things  happen 

in  Silicon  Valley,"  said  Rob- ert Berwick,  president  of  a 

capital  management  company 
in  San  Francisco. 

Packard  stepped  down  from 

active  management  in  1978 
and  retired  as  chairman  in 1993. 

David  Packard,  electronic  engi- 
neer and  businessman,  bom 

September  7.  1912;  died  March 
26. 1996 

Laurie  Deniz 

Melodic  master  of  guitar 

Guitarist  Laurie 
Deniz,  who  has  died 

aged  71,  made  his  Lon- 
don debut  in  an  African  night- 

club, duetting  with  a   fellow 
Welshman  who  played  jazz  on 
accordion.  Like  many  British 

musicians  awaiting  call-up, 

they  provided  wartime  enter- 
tainment for  the  African- 

American  servicemen  who 
flooded  into  Soho.  Pianist 

Cterrie  Wears,  a   pre-war  set- 
tle- from  Trinidad,  led  the 

house  band  at  Bahalola  W3- 

key’s  Colonial  Peoples'  Club in  Frith  Street  Deniz  and 
Tony  Charigiflakis  provided 

the  cabaret  The  mere  physi- 
cal presence  of  black  musi- 

cians sucb  as  Deniz  and 
Wears  were  welcome 

reminders  of  home  for  sol- 
diers marginalised  by  segrega- 

tionist policies  from  the  func- 
tions where  Major  Glenn 

Miller  held  sway. 
To  Deniz,  who  had  grown  up 

in  Cardiff's  Tiger  Bay  "League 
of  Nations"  atmosphere,  his 
audience’s  racial  component 
was  unimportant  The  youn- 

gest of  three  brothers  who 
each  made  a   marie  cm  British 

jazz  history,  he  had  the  advan- 
tage that  his  parents  could  af- 
ford piano  lessons  when  his 

turn  came.  Frank,  12  years 
older  and  Joe,  U   years  his 
senior  were  selling  news- 

papers on  the  Cardiff  streets 
when  Laurie  began  to  listen  to 
their  few  Jazz  records. 

Their  father,  a   Portuguese- 
speaking  Cape  Verde  seaman, 
gave  him  a   ukelele  and  a 
friend  played  him  Segovia 
recordings,  but  it  was  not 
until  he  heard  Django  Rein- 

hardt that  he  considered  play- 
ing. His  first  guitar  came  from 

Prank’s  future  wife,  Clare.  It 
was  from  local  guitar  hero 

Victor  Parker,  another  "Bute- 
town  Black*’  with  London  ex- 

perience, that  he  gained  early 
insights. 

At  12  he  joined  the  Harlem 
Pages,  a   troupe  of  Cardiff  boys 
feeding  white  fascination  for 
black  entertainers.  For  two 
years  they  toured  the  Moss 
Empires’  circuit,  dancing, 
singing  and  playing  banjo- 
ukeleles.  Sleeping  three  to  a 
bed,  they  snatched  their 
schooling  where  they  could;  at 
14  Deniz  began  manual  work, 
graduating  to  driving  a   crane. 
He  practised  guitar  chords 
with  Chadgidakis  who  played 

“very  good  Jazz  accordion”. 
Together  they  took  over  the 
local  pub  and  party  circuit, 
playing  calypsos  and  dance 
music. 

A   year  after  Deniz  made  his 
Soho  debut  he  switched  to  the 
electric  guitar,  initially  play- 

ing it  without  a   plectrum. 

‘ “Dives"  abounded  in  wartime: 

pfeying  for  spivs  who  diluted 
whisky  with  meths,  he 
watched  punters  throw  up  on 
this  lethal  cocktail-  At  Ameri- 

can army  camp  dances  he  saw 
how*  segregation  worked: 
black  troops  were  banned 
from  mixing  with  women. 

His  ability  took  him  to  May- 
fair's  Latin-American  bands: 
there,  interspersed  with  brief 
army  sendee,  he  played  with 
Deniz  Walton.  Santiago  Lopez 

and  Marino  Barretto.  With  vi- 
olinist Stephane  Grappelli,  he 

played  an  Eptphone  Zenith 
rhythm  guitar,  his  brother  Joe 
taking  electric  solos. 

It  was  not  until  Denman 

Street's  famous  Caribbean 
Club  opened  that  Deniz  began 
playing  Jazz.  He  worked  with 
Clarrie  Wears  until  his 
brother  Frank  took  over  the 
house  band,  thereby  forming 
the  nucleus  of  the  influential 

Caribbean  Trio.  When  Trini- 
dadian Lauderic  Caton,  the 

most  respected  electric  guitar- 
ist of  the  day.  replaced  Frank, 

it  was  Laurie  he  encouraged 
and  put  in  to  deputise. 

In  1947  drummer  Ray  Elling- 
ton formed  his  own  quartet 

from  the  trio;  two  years  later, 
when  Caton  was  ailing,  he 

gave  Laurie  his  stage-suit  and 
asked  him  to  take  his  place. 
Presentation  was  all-impor- 

Lanrie  Deniz ...  a   Goon  Show  regular  photograph:  val  wilmer 

Birthdays 

Gordon  Adam,  Labour  MEP, 
62;  Rosemary  Ashe,  soprano, 
43;  Sir  Dirk  Bogarde,  actor 
and  author,  75;  George 
Bruce,  portrait  and  land- 

scape painter.  66;  Steve  Boll, 
footballer,  31;  Prof  Lord 
(John)  Butterfield,  farmer 
Master,  Downing  College, 
Cambridge,  76;  Sir  Robert 
Clarke,  chairman,  Thames 
Water.  67;  Richard  Eyre,  ar- 

tistic director.  National 
Theatre.  53;  Robert  Harris, 
actor.  96;  Prof  Peter  Hen- 

nessy,  writer,  journalist  his- 
torian, 49;  Peter  Holwell, 

principal  London  University, 
60;  Nasser  Hussain,  crick- 

eter, 33;  Lord  Hutchinson  of 
LuUington  QC,  fanner  crown 
court  recorder.  81;  Queen  In- 

grid of  Denmark,  86;  Lord 
(Frank)  Judd,  former  direc- 

tor. Oxfam,  61;  Neil  Kinnock, 
EC  Transport  Commissioner, 
54;  Kylie  Minogue,  singer 
and  actress,  28;  Tete  Monto- 
liu,  Catalan  jazz  pianist  63; 
Martin  Neary,  organist  and 

master  of  choristers,  West- 
minster Abbey.  56;  Michael 

Parkinson,  broadcaster.  61; 
Frances  Partridge,  Blooms- 

bury diarist  96;  Prof  Michael 
Rawlins,  clinical  pharmacolo- 

gist 55;  Dr  Derek  Roberts, 
provost  University  College. 
London,  64;  Prof  Merton 
Sandler,  chemical  patholo- 

gist 70;  Jack  Simmons,  crick- 
eter, 55;  Richard  StUgoe.  lyri- 

cist, 53;  Peter  Wilmot- Sttwell,  banker,  former 
chairman,  S   G   Warburg.  61. 

tent  to  Ellington,  who  mod- 
elled the  quartet  on  Nat 

"King”  Cole,  whom  they  saw 

at  the  Palladium:  after  spend- 

ing a   night  with  Cole’s  guitar- ist Irving  Ashby,  "playing  and 

talking  guitar”,  Deniz  felt  at home  with  the  Ellington  mix 
of  personality  and  jazz. 

He  brought  beautiful  me- 
lodic lines  to  the  quartet;  bass- 

ist Coleridge  Goode  said  he 
was  "the  right  person  for  the 

kind  of  music  we  were  doing." 
Listening  years  later  to  re- 

cords such  as  "Gone  For  Tea”. Deniz  claimed  himself  sur- 
prised at  the  quality  of  his 

playing. While  proto  rock  *n’  rollers 
were  still  learning  the  "three- 
chord  trick",  Deniz  intro- 

duced the  electric  guitar  into 
the  national  consciousness 

through  the  quartet’s  tours and  their  weekly  Goon  Show 

Another  Day 

radio  appearances.  Acknowl- 
edged as  one  of  his  genera- 

tion's finest  guitarists,  illness 
forced  him  out  and  into  the 
garage  business  in  1953.  He 
lost  his  money,  and  rejoined 
his  brothers  in  Hermanos 
Deniz.  To  Frank,  who  admired 
his  arranging  skills.  Laurie 

was  ”50  per  cent  of  the  band”, 
but  Latin  music  lost  popular- 

ity during  the  1960s. Living  in  west  London, 
Deniz  made  pub  appearances 
into  the  1970s,  but  his  disabil- 

ities returned  and  he  retired 
from  the  music  he  loved.  He  is 
survived  by  his  elder  brother 
Frank  and  two  sons,  one  of 

whom,  Martin,  is  a   musician. 

ValWIbner 

Laurence  Richard  Deniz,  jazz 

guitarist  bom  August  17,  1624; 
died  February  24,  1996 

March  28, 1814:  This  night  got 
into  my  new  apartments, 
rented  of  Lord  Althorpe,  on  a 
lease  of  seven  years.  Spacious, 
and  room  for  my  books  and 
sabres  . . .   The  last  few  days, 
or  whole  week,  have  been 
very  abstemious,  regular  in 
exercise,  and  yet  very  unwell. 

Yesterday,  dined  tete-a-tete at  the  Cocoa  with  Scrope 
Davies  . . .   drank  between  us 
one  bottle  of  champagne  and 
six  bottles  of  claret  neither  of 
which  wines  ever  affect  me. 

Offered  to  take  Scrope  home 

in  my  carriage;  but  be  was 
tipsy  and  pious,  and  I   was 
obliged  to  leave  him  on  his 
knees  praying  to  I   know  not 
what  purpose  or  god.  No 
headach,  nor  sickness,  that 
night  nor  today.  Got  up.  if 
anything,  earlier  than  usual 
—   sparred  with  Jackson  ad 
sudorem  and  have  been  much 
better  in  health  than  for  many 

days.  —   Byron's  Letters  & 
Journals,  vol  4 t   Wedlock's  the Devil  (John  Murray.  1975). 

Lady  Victoria  Opoku-Ware 

Woman  behind  a   king 

LADY  Victoria,  wife  of 

Otumftio  Opoku-Ware  H, Asantehene  (King  of 

Asante),  has  died  aged  66.  She 

was  for  many  years  an  impor- 
tant figure  in  Ghanaian  life. 

Nobody  who  met  her  could 

doubt  her  devotion  to  her  hus- 
band and  the  strength  of  will 

she  brought  to  assisting  him 
in  his  duties  as  leader  of  the 

Asante  nation. 
The  Asante  (or  the  Ashanti 

as  they  were  known  during 
colonial  times)  are  the  most 
numerous  and  powerful  of  the 
tribal  groups  in  Ghana  The 
role  of  Asantehene  is  of  great 
importance  and  only  men  of 
highest  ability  are  chosen  to 
lead  their  people.  Opoku 
Ware  H   has  occupied  the 
Golden  Stool  of  Asante.  the 

enduring  symbol  of  the 
kingdom,  since  1970  —   the third  Asantehene  this century. 

Inheritance  in  Asante  is 
traced  through  females,  and 

kings,  selectedfrom  a   number 
of  potential  candidates,  owe 

their  position  to  their  mater- nal ties.  Traditionally,  the 

most  important  women  in  the 
Asante  political  system  were 

the  queen  mothers,  the  mater- nal aunts  of  kings  and  chiefs. 
Kings’  wives  occupied  a   far 

less  prominent  position  and were  not  expected  to  play  any 

great  part  in  royal  public  af- 
fairs. However,  Lady  Vic- 
toria's resilient  character  and 

determination  to  support  her 
husband  ensured  a   new  and 

larger  role. 
Born  in  Kumasi,  the  Asante 

capital,  she  came  from  a 
prominent  Asante  family, 

with  strong  connections  to 
the  royal  court  Educated  at Wesley  Girls  School,  Cape 
Coast  she  retained  a   strong 
Christian  frith  and  a   deep  in- 

terest in  Methodist  affairs.  At 

the  age  of  13  she  was  identi- fied as  a   suitable  wife  for  the 

then  barrister,  Matthew 
Poku,  already  regarded  by 

many  as  the  outstanding  can- didate for  the  Golden  Stool. 

Lady  Victoria . . .   resilient 

By  the  time  the  couple  mar- ried in  1945.  Lady  Victoria 
had  already  taken  on  many  of 

the  duties  required  of  the  wife 
of  an  eminent  public  figure  in 

Ghana.  On  her  husband’s  ac- cession she  assumed  quasi- 
diplomatic  and  political 
duties,  as  well  as  serving  as  a 
hostess  for  her  husband  and 
acting  as  an  intermediary  for 

petitioners. 
She  also  accompanied  him 

on  overseas  visits:  those  in- 

volved in  the  king’s  visits  to 
London  and  New  York  in  con- nection with  the  Asante 

Kingdom  Of  Gold  exhibition 
recall  her  hard  work  to  en- sure that  everything,  was 
done  to  the  highest  possible 

standard 
The  Asantehene's  silver  ju- 

bilee was  celebrated  in  Ku- masi last  August.  Many 
Asante  returned  home  to  take 

part  in  the  celebrations  and  to 
demonstrate  their  allegiance 
to  the  Golden  StooL  Although 
the  culminating  festival  was 
organised  on  a   traditional 
pattern  with  chief,  queen 
mothers  and  their  entourages 
forming  its  main  elements. 

Lady  Victoria  was  also  ac- corded a   prominent  place  and 
was  greeted  with  enthusiasm 
by  the  vast  crowd.  Despite  her 
illness,  she  had  worked  tire- 

lessly to  help  her  husband 
through  the  complex  and  ex- 

hausting activities  of  the  jubi- 

lee year  and  also  to  malm many  non-Ghanaian  visitors 
welcome. She  bore  the  king  a   son  and 
two  daughters  and  took  great 

delight  in  her  18  grandchil- dren. Although  public  duties 

took  up  much  of  her  time  and 

energy  (she  was  involved  in 
many  charitable  organisa- tions) her  great  pleasure  lay 

in  the  private  side  of 
her  family's  life.  Those  who were  fortunate  to  know  her 

away  from  more  formal  occa- sions can  testily  to  her  great 
kindness  and  her  sense  of humour.  . 

Malcolm  McLeod 

Victoria  Opoku-Ware,  born 
April  22,  1929;  died  March  6. 
1996 

Death  Notices 
JORDAN.  Suddenly  a   Bromley.  Kant  on 
the  21st  March  1996  Thomas  DevW.  Dearly 

kned  youngest  son  ol  Thomas  and  Cathar- ine Jordan,  dear  brother  of  Joan.  Alan. 
Roeemanr  and  Cantona  Fortified  by  rites 
ol  Holy  CtuM  Rip.  reception  and  vtgtl  at 
St  Joseph#  RC  Cfnjrcn.  ToOcroas.  Olaspow 
tomorrow.  Friday  at  030pm.  Requieni  mass 

on  Saturday  al  9   30am.  tunaral  thereafter  to 
SI  Petaro  Ceroatary.  Dalbem. 
KIRBY.  On  Match  2Sm  1996  Commander 
Robert  Law  Kirby  068  RN  (raid)  of  OHa. 
Hants  Wflowtr  ol  Nancy  Med  19K) 

hmml  at  St  Johns  Church,  oaldey  at 

11.16am  on  Monday  AprU  Isl  No  towers 
but  donations  may  be  made  to  8SAFFA  c/o 

Alexander  4   Dry.  1   Seal  Road.  Basing- 

stoke. RG21  7NCL SHARMAN.  E.  Jana.  On  March  23ro  aged 

79  alter  a   long  IBnaas  June  Sherman,  much 
loved  wife  of  Cecil,  mother  of  David  and 
Fra*.  mothasMaar  of  Malda  and  Alison 

tardj.  Qrandmotfier  of  Anna  and  Cathy sr  Mealing  tor  worship  lor  cremation 

at  Btacor  Orematonum.  Chaster,  on  Mon- 
day tar  April  at  ZXprr.  No  Bowers  please, 

donations  to  the  Arthritis  and  Rbaumswn 
(land  Housa.  St  Mary's  Court. 

S41  7m 

In  Memoriam 

OUCK.  JAMBS  dtod  28lti  March  IMS 
remembered  with  low  and  longrngL  Sylvia. 
Birthdays 

BENKD4CT.  -wake  up  snuogly  PooWa  boy. 

don't  got  m   a   ftt,  there'#  ptaroy  of  work  tor 

scientists  now  twa  you  are  st*.' ■To  place  your  announcement  telephone 
<7771  71?  4SW.  Fax  <7777  713  J7£fe 

Jackdaw 

The  lost  Walt 

FIFTY  YEARS  after  finding 
no  Whitman  in  my  high 
school  literature  text,  I   am 

interviewed  by  a   major  pub- 
lisher for  the  job  of  writing 

the  poetry  sections  in  a   ninth- 
grade  literature  text  In  the 

initial  interview,  i   ask:  "Is 
Whitman  gay  in  this  book  or 
not?"  The  nice  lady  editor 

says:  “Not  in  the  ninth 

grade."  I   say:  “What  grade?” 
She  says:  “Maybe  the  twelfth. 
But  not  before.  Definitely  not 

before.” 
1   am  reminded ...  of  the 

French  textbook  in  which  I 
was  told  to  shut  up  and  drop 

both  past  participle  agree- 
ment of  reflexive  verbs  and 

l 

the  subjunctive.  And  of  the 
Spanish  textbook  in  which, 
over  my  strenuous  objections, 
Cuba  did  not  appear  on  the 

endpaper  of  the  Spanish- 
speaking  world.  Nota  trace  of 
Cuba  Not  even  a   hole  in  the 
ocean.  Cuba— the  new  Atlan- 

tis. Not  to  mention ...  the 
sixth-grade  history  book  that 
featured  a   full-colour  drawing 
of  beaming  Indians  welcom- 

ing benignant  white  train-pas- 
sengers to  the  Old  West;  or  the 

high-school  science  text 
where  a   close-up  photo  of  the 
rampant  curving  pistils  of  a 
tulip  blossom  got  deleted  for 

being  "too  suggestive" . I   look  up  Whitman  in  the 
twelfth  grade.  He  is  not  gay.  In 
fret  nobody  is  gay  in  any 

grade.  On  the  other  hand,  mys- 
teriously, everybody  seems  to 

have  colour.  This  Is  different 
from  the  1940s,  when  nobody 
had  colour ...  But  now  even 
white  people  seem  to  have 
colour — or  pretend  to.  Curi- 

ous ethical  beiges  and  pinks 
as  If  race  [does]  not  exist.  As  if 
ordinary  folks  automatically 
and  fully  empathise  with  and 
understand  the  other.  Unless, 
of  course,  they  are  gay.  In 
which  case ,   like  Cuba,  the 

subjunctive,  and  scientific 

fact,  they  don't  exist. . . Moreover,  nobody  in  any 

grade — author  or  character 
— is  a   mean  drunk.  And  abso- 

lutely nobody  has  sex.  And  ut- 
terly nobody  kills  themselves. 

And  categorically  nobody 

resists  authority.  Half  the  po- 
ets printed  in  this  textbook 

were  sex-crazed,  state-and- 
cop-hating  alkies  and  crack- 
heads  who  went  insane  or  poi- 

soned, hanged,  and  shot 
themselves  and  their  neigh- 

bours out  of  despair  for  j   ustice 
and  humanity  and  the  gods 
and  textbooks  exactly  like 
these.  I   decide  to  write  inter- 

esting bios  for  these  poets.  My 
bi09  are  too  interesting,  they 
are  censored. 

Poet  and playwright  Carl 
Morse  on  'Vie  dangers  of  real 

Iffe  in  the  modem  school  text- book" in  Index  On 
Censorship. 

Course  notes 

FICTION:  Imaginative  liter- 
ary. oral  or  visual  works  rep- 

resenting invented,  rather 
than  actual  persons,  places 

and  events. 
GRAMMAR:  The  means  by 

which  the  different  compo- 
nents of  language  can  be  put 

together  in  groups  of  sounds 
and  written  or  visual  symbols 
so  that  ideas,  feelings  and 

images  can  be  communi- 
cated; what  one  knows  about 

the  structure  and  use  of  one’s own  language  that  leads  to  its 
creative  and  communicative 
use. 
LISTENING:  Attending  to 
communication  by  any 

means;  includes  listening  to 

vocal  speech,  watch  ing  sig- 
nals or  using  communication 

aids. 

READING:  The  complex, 
recursive  process  through 
which  we  make  meaning 

from  texts,  using  semantics; 

syntax;  visual,  aural  and  tac- tile cues;  context,  and  prior 
knowledge. 

SPEAKING:  The  act  of  com- munication through  such 

means  as  vocalisation,  sign- 
ing or  using  communication 

aids  such  as  voice- 
synthesisers. 
SPELLING:  The  process  of 
represen  tin  g   language  by 
means  of  a   writing  system  or 
orthography. 

Standards  For  The  English 

Language  Arts,  outlining  what 

school  students  should  learn, 
released  by  America  s   National 
Council  of  Teachers  of  English 
and  reprinted  in  the  New  York 
Times. 

Country  beat 

LIKE  MANY  DJs  at  the  cut- 

ting edge  of  drum  ’n’  bass,  DJ SPAM,  was  drawn  to  petty 
crime  throughout  his  teens. 
"Me  and  the  South  Central 

Ipswich  posse,  we  did  it  all. 

man,"  he  chuckles.  “Some- 
times we  would  steal  shop- 

ping trolleys  from  the  local 
Netto  and  push  them  around 

town — often  for  miles— be- fore the  store  assistants 

would  catch  us." He  finally  found  a   way  out 
of  crime  by  DJ-ing  the  rave 

scene,  where  he  gained  noto- 
riety fbrdroppingheavy 

country  and  skiffle  tracks 

into  high-energy  mixes.  “I was  playing  at  a   rave  near 
Felixstowe  in  1990,  and  in  the 
middle  of  this  gabba  set  I 

dropped  afew  bars  of  Lonnie 
Donegan's  Twenty  Flight 
Rock.  The  response  was  in- 

credible— the  whole  dance- 
floor cleared.  Incredible.  The 

next  time  I   tried  it,  it  was 

even  better.  The  promoter 
came  up  to  me  and  said. •Here’s  your  20  quid.  Now  get 

out  of  here  before  someone 

kicks  your  head  in.'  But  I   per- sisted and  at  the  third  at- tempt someone  did  kick  my 
head  in.  Amazing... 

After  being  barred  from 
every  techno  venue  in  East 
Anglia,  he  eventually  gained 
a   residency  at  Club  Filth  in  St 

Margaret’s  Scout  Hut.  Dun- 
stable, one  of  the  more  pro- 
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Techno-skiffle . . .   Wax 

gressive  venues  on  the  hard- core circuit,  where  henow 
surfs  the  Zeitgeist  of  eclectic 

breakbeat  culture  with  his  in- 
imitable brand  of  country 

hardstep . . .   [He]  is  insistent 
about  his  role  in  the  creation 
ofdrum’n’ bass.  “You  read  all 
these  jungle  retrospectives 

and  It'S  all  “Rebel  MC  this’ and  “Shut  Up  And  Dance  thaf 

but  what  these  cats  don’t  tell you  is  that  I   was  there  in  the 
vanguard  ofhardstep.  man.  I 
was  sitting  in  on  the  decks  at 
this  Rotary  Club  CoffeeMorn- 
ing  in  Bedfordshire  when  1 
played  this  Kenny  Rogers 
track  on  my  Dansette  and  ac- 

cidentally turned  it  up  to  78 

rpm-  It  was  mad." 

John  Lewis  grapples  with  the 
modem  music  phenomenon 
that  is  DJS.PA.M.  for  the 
dance  magazine  Wax. 

War  report 

Q,  AS  A   CORRESPONDENT for  CBS.  you  have  a   busy 

schedule.  How  do  you  fit  in exercise? 

A.  What  many  people  don’t realise  is  that  exercise  is  the 
reward  and  not  the  punish- 

ment. Everyday  i   do  at  least 

90  minutes  of  aerobic  exer- cise and  30  minutes  of 

weights.  I   also  do  mountain- 
bike  racing  and  cross- countryskting;  and  a   little 

downhill 
Q.  How  do  you  work  out 

every  day  when  you’re  on 
assignment? A.  I   find  a   way .   In  the  Gulf 
War  I   would  be  rollerblading 
(town  the  street  and  a   Scud 

would  come  in  and  I   would 
dive  into  the  middle  of  a 

mosque.  Or  HI  blade  in  the 
UN  compound.  When  I   was  in 
Somalia  we  would  go  to  do  the 
story  with  these  big  armed 

convoys.  So  1   hired  two 
trucks  full  of  gunmen,  one  in 
front  and  one  in  back,  with 
me  in  the  middle,  roUerblad- 

ing  through  the  streets. 
Bob  Amot  of  CBS  news  inter- viewed in  Vermont  Sports 

Today,  reprinted  in  Harpers. 
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Game  of  two  halves . . .   Michael  Heseltine  at  PUkingtODS,  where  jobs  are  to  go,  in  a   downsized  Jaguar,  where  jobs  are  coming  photograph;  dews  thorph 

North-west  jobs  blow 
RAartyn  Halsall  and  Ian  King 

ORE  than  2,000 

jobs  are  ex- 
pected to  be axed  today  at 

United  Utilities, 
the  combined  electricity  and 
water  group  in  North-west 
England,  in  the  second  heavy 
blow  to  the  region  In  24 
hours. 
Rumours  of  the  new  wave 

of  job  cuts  swept  the  North- 
west as  it  was  digesting  news 

from  the  St  Helens-based 
glass-maker  Pilkington  that  it 
was  to  cut  1.900  staff  world- 

wide in  a   move  which  will 
wipe  £155  milion  off  annual 

profits. Evidence  that  the  jobs 
shake-out  from  big  business 
is  continuing  unabated  comes 

only  days  before  the  G7  jobs 
summit  in  Lille  called  to  dis- 

cuss ways  to  staunch  the 
worsening  unemployment  in 
developed  countries. 
United  Utilities  —   which 

was  formed  last  October  from 
the  £1.8  billion  takeover  of 
Norweb  by  North  West  Water 
and  employs  around  13,000  — 
would  last  night  only  confirm 

it  will  today  make  an  an- 
nouncement "giving  an  up- 

date" on  the  Integration  of  the 
two  companies. 
There  was  speculation  in 

the  City  that  the  announce- 
ment would  provide  details  of 

a   far-reaching  restructuring 
of  the  business  which  could 

even  include  the  abandon- 
ment of  high  street  retailing. 

The  announcement  will  be 
the  first  chance  for  group, 
headed  by  Sir  Desmond 

Pitcher,  to  spell  out  how  cost 

savings  he  claimed  would  fol- low from  the  creation  of  the 
first  super  utility  will  be 
achieved.  Unions  have 
warned  that  up  to  5.000  jobs 
could  eventually  be  lost. 

First  news  is  expected  to 

come  through  an  announce- 
ment to  the  Stock  Exchange. 

"We  think  it  will  hit  the  City 
before  it  hits  the  employees 
and  employees  will  wake  up 
tomorrow  morning  to  see  tf 

they've  got  a   job  or  not."  said one  union  source. 
While  some  union  leaders 

yesterday  said  the  possible 
redundancy  of  almost  one  in 

six  of  the  company's  work- 
force was  “speculation",  one 

felt  the  figure  could  be  even 

higher. 
Brian  Staples.  NWWs  chief 

executive,  told  the  egm  which 

|   approved  the  Norweb  take- over that  job  losses  would  fot 
!   low  even  though  both  compa- 

nies had  already  cut  jobs 

savagely  since  privatisation. 

Sweeping  job  loss  fears  co- incided with  the  first  day  of 

industrial  action  by  thou- 
sands of  workers  protesting 

against  union  derecogni Ra- 
tion by  Vertex.  United  Utili-. 

ties’  subsidiary  support  facili- ties management  company. 

One  union  leader  said  yes- 
terday that  the  majority  of  his 

members  had  signed  personal 
contracts  —   which  replace 
collective  bargaining  — 
“under  duress”  and  were  par- 

ticipating in  protest  action. 
Pilkington  said  it  was  cut- 

ting jobs  to  reduce  overheads. 
Improve  efficiency  and 
strengthen  its  competitive  po- 

sition. Chief  executive  Roger 

Leverton  said  he  was  acting 
“for  the  good  of  the  com- 

pany". and  insisted  that  the 

majority  of  the  jobs  —   includ- ing 600  already  gone  this  year 
—   would  be  overseas.  He  said 
estimates  that  500  UK  jobs 
would  go  were  too  high. 

But  the  scale  and  timing  of 

the  announcement  caused  a 

new  rift  in  Pilkington’s relationship  with  its  unions 
and  dismay  in  its  home  town 
of  St  Helens  while  a   profits 

warning  wiped  £80  million  off 

the  group's  stock  market value. 
Allan  Black,  national  offi- 

cer responsible  for  Pilkington 
with  the  GMB  union,  said; 

“There  has  been  no  consulta- 
tion. I   thought  the  days  of 

bearing  about  Jobs  losses  and 
redundancies  via  the  BBC 

were  long  gone." 

aid  to 

Jaguar Chris  Barrie  and  Jude  Wolf 

UP  TO  6,000  jobs  Will 

be  created  at  Jaguar 
and  its  suppliers 

following  the  European 

Commission's  decision  yes- 
terday to  clear  Government aid  worth  £71.3  million  for 

the  car  company's  new  fac- 
tory in  Birmingham. 

Welcoming  the  Commis- sion's decision,  after  10 
months  of  scrutiny,  to  dear 
the  bulk  of  the  £80  million 
aid  package  originally 

sought,  chairman  Nick Scheele  said  the  factory  and 
the  car  to  be  built  there,  the 

X200  saloon,  would  “trans- 

form Jaguar  as  a   business". |   With  production  due  to 
start  in  three  years,  sales  1 would  double  to  more  than 

80,000  a   year. The  complex  aid  package 

put  together  while  Michael 
Heseltine  was  Trade  and  In- 

dustry Secretary  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  Ford. 

Jaguar's  parent,  locating 

the  plant  in  the  US. 
Yesterday's  approval  fol- lows months  of  wrangling 

over  the  scale  of  direct  aid, 
in  the  form  of  a   grant,  and 

associated  help  with  train- 
ing and  Infrastructure  sup- 

port. 

As  revealed  in  the  Guard- 
ian two  weeks  ago,  the  com- 

mission has  cut  the 
regional  grant  by  16  per 
cent  to  £40  million  but 
allowed  the  Government  to 

step  up  the  £32  million  indi- rect aid  as  compensation. 
The  commission  warned 

that  the  Government  would 

have  to  win  separate  ap- 
proval for  farther  Indirect 

aid. 

The  Trade  and  Industry 

Department  indicated  that 
approval  would  not  be  a 

problem. 

Jaguar  said  that  the  £400 
million  investment  would 
lead  to  1.300 jobs  at  the  new 
factory  and  more  jobs 

among  suppliers.  It  will 
safeguard  3,000  jobs  at  its 
Castle  Bromwich  factory 

and  at  Halewood,  Ford's Merseyside  factory  which 

will  supply  parts  for  the X200. 

‘Cleaning  house’ 
bites  into  Apple 

Bankers  risking  forex  mayhem 

Mark  Tran  in  New  York 

APPLE  Computer  expects 
to  lose  about  *700  mil- 

lion (£460  million)  for 

the  second  quarter,  far  ex- 
ceeding its  previous  record  of 

*188  million  in  mid-1993. 
Chief  executive  Gilbert 

Amelio,  who  took  charge  last 
month  of  the  struggling  com- 

pany. attributed  the  losses  to 
falling  revenues,  lower  ship- 

ments. Inventory  write-offs 
and  restructuring  charges. 
The  red  ink  in  the  quarter 

to  March  29  follows  a   $69  mil- 
lion loss  in  the  first  quarter 

that  sealed  the  fate  of  Mr 

Amelio's  predecessor, 
Michael  Spindler. 

Wall  Street  took  Apple's  an- nouncement in  its  stride  with 
the  shares  slightly  up  from 
*24.  Analysts  called  the  write- 

offs typical  in  a   change  of 
regime,  citing  the  precedent 
of  IBM  when  Louis  Gerstner 
took  over  from  John  Akers. 

"Amelio  is  cleaning  house, 
clearing  out  inventory  and  he 

is  doing  it  quicker  than  ex- 
pected.” said  Megan  Robert- 

son, analyst  at  Smith  Barney. 

"People  feel  that  he  can  re  in- 

vigorate the  organisation.’’ 

Mr  Amelio  has  given  him- 
self 100  days  to  take  stock  of 

the  company  that  symbolised 

the  computer  revolution  be- 
fore losing  Its  way  through  in- 

decisive management  He  Is 
due  to  unveil  his  vision  for 

Apple  in  May. 
Apple  has  already  taken 

some  steps  to  ensure  that  it 
will  not  be  left  behind  by  com- 

panies like  Microsoft  and 
Netscape  as  they  position 
themselves  on  the  Internet 

One  of  Mr  Amelio's  first 
steps  was  to  appoint  chief  sci- 

entist Larry  Tester  as  vice 

president  for  Internet  strat- 
egy. Mr  Tesler's  job  is  to weave  together  promising 

products  like  Open  Doc  (docu- ment software).  CyberDog 

(browser  software)  and  Pip- 

pin (game  device)  into  a   co- herent strategy. 

Mr  Amelio  expressed  opti- 
mism about  his  ability  to  turn 

Apple,  

around. *  

*Tra  
confident 

at  this  point  that  I   know  what 
the  problems  are  and  that 

they  are  fixable."  Strategic 
and  operating  plans  now 
being  developed  would  help 

the  company  build  on  its  fun- 
damental strengths  and  allow 

it  to  fulfil  its  long-term  poten- tial 

Mark  Milner 

CENTRAL  bankers  are 
calling  for  an  overhaul 
of  the  way  banks  settle 

foreign  exchange  deals  be- cause of  the  potentially  huge 

risks  to  the  world’s  financial 

system  posed  by  present  ar- 
rangements. Global  currency  dealing 
has  ballooned  to  more  than 
$1.2  trillion  (£800  billion)  a 

day  but  a   Bank  for  Interna- tional Settlements  survey  of 
80  top  banks  has  uncovered 
“a  failure  to  measure  and 

manage  exposures". The  BIS.  founded  to  pro- 
mote co-operation  between 

central  banks,  has  given  com- 

mercial banks  two  years  in 

which  to  bring  down  their  ex- 
posure on  currency  trading, 

though  it  has  not  yet  said 
what  will  happen  if  they  fail 
to  comply. 

The  risk  in  foreign  ex- 
change deals  is  that  a   bank 

will  deliver  the  currency  it 
has  sold  but  will  not  receive 

the  currency  it  bought  in  ex- 
change —   which  would  mean 

it  losing  the  entire  principal 
sum  involved  in  the  deal. 

The  BIS  said;  "It  is  there- 1 
fore  appropriate  that  central  , 
banks  should  be  concerned 

that  the  settlement  arrange- 1 
ments  . . .   should  be  struc- 

tured so  as  to  minimise  the 

systemic  risk  —   the  risk  that  * the  failure  of  one  market  par- , 

ticipant  to  meet  Its  [foreign 

exchange]  settlement  or  other 
obligations  when  due  may 
cause  significant  liquidity  or 

credit  problems  for  other  par- 
ticipants, and  so  may 

threaten  the  stability  of  finan- 

cial markets." 
Such  is  the  size  of  the  for- 

eign exchange  market  that 
the  failure  of  even  a   single 

counterparty  to  settle  its  obli- 

gations can  exceed  a   bank's total  capital,  according  to  die 
BIS.  In  its  report,  published 
test  night  the  BIS  is  sharply 

critical  of  banks’  approach  to 
the  problem. Commercial  banks  often 

fail  to  understand  that  in- 
stead of  the  deals  being 

settled  during  the  trading 

renew  pay  row 
Anger  greets  fresh 
set  of  big  increases 
in  boardroom 
remuneration,  says 

Pauline  Springett 

Drug  firms  ‘cheated  shops’ Afresh  row  over 

boardroom 
 
pay 

erupted  yesterday 

following  the  disclosure  of 
huge  executive  pay  rises  at 
BAT  Industries  and  Bar- 

clays Bank. Leo  Denlea,  chairman 
and  chief  executive  of 
BAT’S  US  insurance  arm 
Farmers,  saw  his  total 
remuneration  package  rise 

by  nearly  88  per  cent  to  £1.5 
million.  Most  of  the  in- 

crease —   £790,191  — 
related  to  performance  pay 
and  a   deferred  bonus.  Mr 

Denlea’s  basic  salary  was 
£499,049  and  his  pensions 
contribution  was  £243,901. 

A   BAT  spokesman  said 
that  executive  salaries 
were  higher  in  the  US  than 
the  UK  and  added  that 
Farmers  had  achieved  an 

II  per  cent  profits  rise  last 
year.  He  also  said  that 

Mark  Tran  in  New  York 

Accusations  that  some of  the  world's  biggest 
drug  companies  colluded  to 
overcharge  Independent  phar- 

macies are  being  investigated 

by  the  Federal  Trade  Com- 
mission. 

Glaxo  Wellcome,  Smith- 
Kiine  Beecham.  Eli  Lilly, 

TOURIST  RATES  —   BANK  SELLS 

Pfizer  and  Sandoz  are  among 

22  companies  being  investi- 

gated. 
Hie  ETC  inquiry  will  focus 

on  whether  companies  engaged 

in  “unlawful  concerted  activi- 
ties to  raise,  fix.  maintain  or 

stabilise  pries’*.  In  February, 
the  drug  companies  agreed  to 
settle  a   class  action  lawsuit  by 

paying  $409  million  (£269  mil- lkm)  to  the  pharmacists. 
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£428,126  of  the  bonus, 
which  had  been  notionally 
awarded  but  not  yet  paid, 

was  the  alternative  to  share 

options  which  were  not  per- mitted in  the  US. 

The  company,  which  pro- 
duced a   26  per  cent  rise  in 

pre-tax  profits  last  year, 
also  increased  the  total 

remuneration  of  chief  exec- utive Martin  Broughton  by 

13  per  cent  to  £739,687.  Ul- rich Herter.  managing  di- 

rector of  the  tobacco  div- 
ision. received  a   23  per  cent 

increase  to  £807,489. 
Meanwhile,  Barclays 

Bank  was  attacked  by 
banking  onion  Bifu  for 

raising  the  total  remunera- 
tion of  chief  executive  Mar- 

tin Taylor  by  II  per  cent  to 
£791,000.  The  bank  said . 

£106,000  of  the  Increase 1 
related  to  executive  share 
awards  which  would  be 

paid  in  three  to  five  years' time.  Mr  Taylor’s  package 
Included  an  unchanged 
basic  salary  of  £500,000, 
benefits  of  £13,000,  annual 
bonus  of  £132.000  and  a 

profit  share  award  or 

£40.000. BEFU’s  assistant  secre- 
tary Rob  MacGregor,  said; “It’s  immoral  —   those  on 

the  lowest  incomes  are  los- 
ing out  while  those  at  the 

top  award  themselves  fat 
pay  rises.”  Earlier  this week  Barclays  announced 
another  1000 job  cuts. 
Mr  Taylor  was  not  the 

highest  paid  Barclays  di- . rector.  That  distinction 

went  to  David  Band,  man- 

aging director  of  the  bank’s 
investment  banking  arm 

BZW.  Mr  Band's  total remuneration  package  was 
£798,000,  With  £546,000  of 
this  in  salary  and  bonus 
and  £252,000  in  the  form  of 
the  executive  share  award. 
Separately,  it  emerged 

that  Alain  Sonias,  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  Arjo  Wiggins, 

was  leaving  the  company 

with  a   pay-off  of  around 
£1.2  million. 

Air  So  alas,  who  is  quit- 
ting the  Anglo-French 

paper  company  “by  mutual agreement”,  is  in  line  for  a 

payment  of  two  years'  sal- ary- understood  to  be around  £800,000,  pins  stock 

options  worth  £400.000. 
Earlier  this  month  the 

company  reported  a   plunge 

in  1995  profits  to  £72  mil- lion from  £217  million.  Phi- 
lippe Beylier  will  be  group 

managing  director. 

day,  their  exposure  often  runs for  longer  than  they  believe 
and  the  amount  at  risk  is 
greater  than  they  expect 

Over  the  next  two  years  the 
BIS  will  be  looking  to  see  that 
commercial  banks  bring  in 
measures  to  quantify  their 
forex  exposure  properly, 

apply  appropriate  credit  con- trols and  reduce  excessive 
settlement  exposures. 

"We  are  asking  them  to  rec- 
ognise settlement  risk  for 

what  it  is  and  to  bring  it 

down,"  said  William  McDon- 

ough, president  of  toe  New . 
York  Federal  Reserve  and 1 chairman  of  the  Group-oflO 
central  banks'  committee  on 

payment  and  settlement 1 

systems. 

Treasury  is 

blamed  for 
Ipon  stamps 

THE  Post  Office  was  forced 
to  break  a   2’A-year  price 

freeze  yesterday  when  it  an- nounced a   lp  rise  in  first  and 
second  class  postage  rates  to 
meet  huge  new  demands  for 
cash  from  the  Treasury, 

writes  Simon  Beads. 
First  class  stamps  will  rise 

to  26p  and  second  class 
stamps  to  20p.  The  prices 
have  yet  to  be  sanctioned  by 
the  official  watchdog  —   the 

Post  Office  Users'  National 
Council  —   but  are  expected  to take  effect  from  July  1. 

Postal  charges  have  been 
frozen  since  November  1993 

and  the  Post  Office  said  the 

increases  were  being  intro- 
duced "with  great  reluc- 
tance” but  “the  Treasury’s 

cash  demand  on  the  Post 

Office  rose  steeply  in  last  No- 
vember's Budget  and 

amounts  to  £925  million  over 
the  next  three  financial 

years”.  This  nearly  equals  the total  contribution  demanded 

by  the  Government  for  toe 
past  10  years. 

Parcelforce  is  to  raise  do- mestic prices  by  an  average  of 

3   per  cent  from  April  15  —   toe 
first  rise  in  18  months.  Inter- 

national prices  will  also  rise. 

Edited  by 

Alex 

IT  IS  perhaps  fortu- 

nate that  the  UK  economy 

is  still  growing  in  the  2   per 
cent  to  2.5  per  cent  range, 

otherwise  the  Government 

might  be  facing  an  unemploy- 
ment problem  to  go  with  its 

other  economic  difficulties. 

The  rationalisation  and 

downsizing  which  distin- guishes this  upswing  in  the 
business  cycle  shows  no  sign 
of  easing.  Pilkington  is  the 
latest  company  to  take  a   hit 
with  the  announcement  that 

It  is  to  axe  1,900  jobs.  Later 
today  it  is  expected  that 

United  Utilities,  the  combina- tion of  North-West  Water  and 
Norweb,  will  be  making  2,000 

more  of  Its  staff  redundant 
Earlier  this  week  Barclays 

Bank  —   where  chief  execu- 
tive Martin  Taylor  has  just 

enjoyed  a   13  per  cent  increase in  total  remuneration  —   let 
go  another  1.000  of  its 
employees. 
The  Pilkington  exercise 

caused  particular  outrage 
since  it  is  one  of  toe  few  UK 

companies  to  have  accepted that  works  councils,  the 

elected  consultative  bodies beloved  of  the  European 

Union,  are  a   good  way  to  build 
consensus  on  key  strategic 

issues.  When  it  comes  to  sack- 

ing people,  however.  Pilking- ton found  that  the  rules  gov- 

erning the  release  of  price- sensitive  information  to  the 
stock  exchange,  meant  that 

the  first  that  Pilkington's workforce  knew  of  this  partic- 
ular strategic  decision  was  on the  radio  rather  than  through 

any  consultative  mechanism. United  Utilities  has  not 
even  been  able  to  retain  the 

element  of  surprise  —   its  de- cision to  start  ousourcing  a 
range  of  services  means  that 
a   large  group  of  workers 
working  in  essential  services 
in  the  North-west  look  set  for 

the  exit. 
All  the  same,  the  Tories  — 

despite  their  espousal  of  free 
market  principles  —   still know  how  to  dish  out 
sweeteners.  The  location  of  the 

new  Jaguar  plant  in  Castle 
Bromich,  with  the  eventual 
promise  of  several  thousand 

jobs,  is  a   triumph  of  interven- tion —   in  the  shape  of  £72  mil- 
lion of  government  assistance 

plus  useful  property  deals. 
This  is  clearly  a   good  deci- sion for  Britain  as  well  as  for 

Jaguar.  But  it  is  hard  to  be- lieve that  a   mini-Jag  built  in 
Detroit  would  have  enjoyed the  same  market  support  as  j 

its  UK  counterpart 

Forex  scare 

FOR  all  its  austere,  rather 
scholarly  tone,  toe  Rank 
for  International  Settle- ments’ report  on  settlement 

risk  in  foreign  exebange 
transactions  is  a   damning 

document  Its  basic  conclu- sion Is  that  the  existing  . 
arrangements  for  settling  the 

world's  *1.2trillion-a-day 

currency  deals  are  so  flawed that  the  forex  market  is  a 
banking  accident  waiting  to 

happen. The  report  paints  a   picture 
of  a   world  where  both  the 
risks  involved  and  their  time 

spans  are  routinely  underesti- mated. A   world,  too.  where 
banks,  whose  exposures  can 
also  dwarf  their  capital  bases, 

may  not  fully  understand  toe mechanism  through  which 
deals  are  settled.  Banks  are 

also  seen  as  conducting  busi- 
ness in  the  comfortable  —   but 

mistaken  —   view  that  super- 
visors will  never  close  down  a 

big  player  during  the  trading 
day  because  of  the  disruption 
it  would  cause. 

Commercial  bankers  might 
argue  that  toe  current  system 
is  a   product  of  judgement, 
rather  than  ignorance.  The 

BIS  report  would  suggest  cen- tral bankers  are  unlikely  to 
be  impressed  by  such  a 

response. This  is  worrying.  In  the 

past  banks  have  sometimes 
been  undone  by  a   combina- 

tion of  political  encourage- ment and  banking  fashion,  as 
in  the  case  of  Latin  America. 

Or.  they  might  struggle  to 

come  to  terms  with  the  impli- 
cations of  sophisticated  prod- 

ucts like  derivatives. 
Neither  applies  to  currency 

trading.  Their  risk  appears  to 
have  arisen  from  a   failure  to 

appreciate  the  consequences 
of  the  explosive  growth  in  the 
size  of  the  market  Yet  risk 

assessment  is  the  key  bank- 

ing skill  It  is.  alter  all,  sup- 
posed to  be  what  separates 

capitalist  commercial  bank- 

ing from  the  mere  credit  shuf- fling of  centrally  planned 
economies. 

Trust  busters 

■   HERE  are  not  many  po- 

I   litical  points  to  be  won  in I   competition  policy, 

which  might  explain  why  the 

Government  has  been  so  dila- 
tory. 

Britain's  system  for  dealing 

with  anti-competitive  behav- 
iour and  abuses  of  market 

power  have  long  been  consid- ered inadequate.  Ministers 

have  no  excuse  for  not  know- 
ing. because  a   long  line  of 

directors  general  of  fair  trad- 
ing have  made  their  displea- 
sure known. 

Yesterday,  finally,  the  Gov- 
ernment published  a   Green 

paper  on  the  issue  and  was rewarded  by  an  endorsement 
from  the  current  director 
John  Bridgeman,  who  will  get 

tougher  powers  of  enforce- ment and  the  ability  to  slap 
interim  bans  on  practices  be Is  investigating. 

But  critics  are  likely  to  be 

disappointed  by  the  scope  of 
the  consultation  documentlt 

rejects  radical  calls  for  the 
Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission  and  the  Office  of 
Fair  Trading  to  be  merged 
into  a   more  powerful  agency. 

That  was  expected.  Such  a 
move  would  have  threatened 

ministers’  power  of  discretion to  vary,  endorse  or  tear  up 

judgements  from  the  experts. 
It  also  steers  clear  of  em- 

bracing a   system  of  fuff  prohi- 
bition and,  instead,  recom- 

mends a   sort  of  hybrid  which 

allows  certain  types  of  mar- ket behaviour  to  be  exempted. 
It  is  action  at  last.  But  the 

proposals  are  likely  to  receive 
a   roughing  up. 

Granny to  rescue 
Booming  bond 

sales  help  reduce 
swollen  PSBR, 

says  Larry  Elliott 

BRITAIN’S  grannies  and 

grandads  are  riding  to 

the  rescue  of  the  Gov- 

ernment as  it  attempts  to  fi- nance the  unexpected  surge 
in  borrowing  this  year,  it 

emerged  yesterday. 

Sales  of  so-called  “granny bonds”  have  soared  since 

changes  made  in  last  Novem- 
ber’s Budget  and  are  offset- 

ting the  deterioration  in  the 
Public  Sector  Borrowing 

Requirement  over  the  recent 
months. 

Economic  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Angela  Knight, 

said  that  reducing  toe  qualify- 

ing age  for  pensioner  bonds 
from  65  to  60  and  increasing 

the  amount  that  can  be  in- 
vested in  any  one  issue  from 

£20,000  to  £50,000  bad  led  to  a 
huge  increase  in  National 
Savings.  Recycled  Tessas  are 
thought  to  be  only  partly  res- 

ponsible for  this  boost. 
National  Savings  are  now 

forecast  to  raise  some ' 

£5  billion  this  year,  compared 

to  only  £3  billion  at  the  time of  the  Budget 
This  windfall  will  help  to 

compensate  for  a   higher 
PSBR.  now  set  to  be  around 
£31-32  billion  in  1995-96 
against  the  £29  billion  pen- 

cilled in  last  November. The  authorities  hope  for  a 

similar  powerful  performance in  the  coming  financial  year, 

when  an  increase  In  toe  num- 
ber of  gilts'  auctions  has  been 

announced  to  cover  toe  Gov- 
ernment’s financing 

requirements. Mrs  Knight  said  there 

would  be  11  auctions,  includ- 
ing three  dual  auctions,  in 1996-97  against  nine  this  year. 

Single  auctions  will  take 

place  on  Wednesdays  and  in- volve the  sale  of  £2-3  billion  of 

debt 
Dual  auctions,  new  to  Brit- 

ain, will  involve  selling  £3- 
4   billion  of  gilts  —   split  be- tween a   Tuesday  and  a 

Thursday  so  that  the  Bank  of 
England  can  offer  a   mix  of 
long  and  short  term  debt 

•   Yesterday's  auction  of £3  billion  7   per  cent  Treasury 
stock  was  covered  by  bids  2.64 
times  despite  continuing fears  about  the  budgetary  im- 

pact of  BSE. 

/ 
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News  in  brief 

Green  bananas  Process  worker  Jason  Tevban  sorts  through  raw  material  to  go  into  Banana  Conditioner  for  Body  Shop.  The  ‘ethical’  cosmetics  chain  celebrated  its  20th  birthday 

yesterday  with  founder  Anita  Roddick  announcing  plans  to  expand  into  South  Africa,  Argentina  and  Chile,  and  to  introduce  self-service  aromatherapy  bars  photograph:  rogs?  bamber 

Orange  sparkles  on  debut 
Nicholas  Bannister 
Technology  Editor 
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The  shares  started  trading 

at  242-dp,  leaving  new  share- 
holders with  a   37.  Sp  a   share 

profit  on  the  offer  price  of 
205p.  The  shares  ended  the 
day  at  237.5p.  valuing  the 

company  at  £2.9  billion  —   at 

the  top  end  of  analysts’  ear- lier estimates. 
However,  the  allocation  of 

shares  has  been  scaled  down 
in  the  face  of  overwhelming 
demand.  Many  institutions 
will  receive  no  shares  while 

private  investors,  the  bulk  of 
them  Orange  customers,  will 
receive  only  a   percentage  of 
shares  applied  for. 

The  Dotation's  success  has 
provided  a   double  bonus  for 
Hutchison,  one  of  Hong 

Kong's  largest  trading 
groups,  and  BAe.  the  British 
defence  and  aviation  group. 
Their  loans  to  the  company 

will  be  repaid  out  of  the 

issue's  £624  million  proceeds, 
while  the  share  price  puts  a 

healthy  valuation  on  their 
stakes  in  the  company.  BAe 
shares  closed  13p  up  at  868p. 

The  offer  was  heavily  over- 
subscribed. with  applications 

for  nearly  11  times  the  num- 
ber of  shares  on  offer. 

Hans  Snook.  Orange's  man- 
aging director,  said:  “We  are delighted  by  the  strong  levels 

of  support  from  investors 
across  the  world,  including 
our  own  customers  and  other 
individuals.  We  regret  we 
have  not  been  able  more  fully 

to  meet  investors’  demand  for 
shares,  but  we  have  been  as 

even-handed  as  possible." 

About  70  per  cent  of  the 

33.000  applications  for  shares 
from  individuals  came  from 

customers  of  Orange’s  mobile 

phone  and  paging  services  — 
the  only  individuals  specifi- 

cally targeted  with  offer  infor- 
mation. The  offer  to  individ- 

ual investors  had  a   minimum 
investment  of  £1.000.  Orange 
has  decided  to  give  preference 

to  people  who  applied  for  the 
minimum  or  just  above  it  Ap- 

plications at  the  £1.000  level 
have  been  scaled  down  to  82 

per  cent  with  investors  get- 

ting 400  shares  with  an  alloca- 
tion value  of  £820.  The  per- 

centage steadily  declines  to 

o.l  per  cent  for  applications 

for  £200.000  worth  of  shares. 
People  who  applied  few  shares worth  more  than  £200.000,  and 

people  who  applied  for  shares at  below  the  final  offer  price 

of 205p  will  get  no  shares. 

Orange  and  its  advisers 
have  been  even  harsher  with 
institutional  applications 

through  the  global  offer  in  the 

UK  and  the  US.  “We  have  fo- cused the  allocation  on  those 

interested  in  being  long-term 

holders  of  the  shares,”  a 
spokesman  said.  No  shares 

will  go  to  “stags”. 
Kleinwort  Benson,  Or- 

ange's advisers,  have  already 

triggered  a   mechanism  to 
make  extra  shares  available 

to  the  market  If  the  facility  is 

fully  used,  the  stakes  of 
Hutchison  and  BAe  will  be  di- 

luted to  47.33  per  cent  and 
21.48  per  cent  respectively. 
Orange  is  still  incurring 

losses  and  its  share-price  has 

been  based  on  analysts'  esti- mates of  its  growth  well  into 
the  next  century. 

One  analyst  noted  that  if 
the  growth  in  the  mobile 
phone  business  in  the  UK  and 

the  level  of  Orange’s  revenue 
per  customer  were  5   per  cent below  expectations,  the  group 

could  be  worth  nearer 
£2  billion  than  £3  billion. 
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Woolies’  owner  shoplifts  ideas 
OUTLOOK/A  long 

way  to  go  for 
Kingfisher  to  win 

through,  reports 

Roger  Cowe 

KINGFISHER'S  rebound 
from  last  year’s  post- Christmas  crisis  looks 

impressive,  as  did  yesterday’s 
buoyant  share  price.  But  the 
headline  figures  published 

yesterday  exaggerate  the  ex- 

tent of  the  retail  group’s 
recovery,  and  hide  how  far  it 
has  to  go  to  be  back  on  an 
even  keel. 

First  the  apparent  surge  in 
earnings  to  £312  million 
stems  from  a   profit  on  the 
sale  of  a   French  investment 
Excluding  that,  and  a   bonus 
from  a   53-week  year,  retail  op- 

erating profit  was  marginally 
down.  Some  recovery. 

Second,  Superdrug  seems  to 
be  the  only  part  of  the  group 
whose  performance  does  not 
leave  something  to  be  desired. 
Elsewhere  it  is  a   story  of  par- 

adise lost,  postponed,  or  seen 
only  through  the  mist. 

Christmas  1994  was  a   disas- 
ter for  Woolworths.  one  of 

Kingfisher's  four  main  Brit- 
ish brands.  This  year  it  made 

a   comeback,  but  profits  are 
still  lower  than  in  1994.  The 
Comet  electrical  chain 

scraped  back  into  the  black 
last  year,  but  remains  a   long 
way  from  sensible  profit 

Underside 

Dan  Atkinson 

levels.  Profits  growth  of  9   per 
cent  at  the  French  electrical 

chain  Darty  looks  impressive, 
but  was  greatly  flattered  by 
the  strength  of  the  franc.  And 
now  the  DIY  chain  B&Q  is  in 

trouble. 
B&Q  was  the  powerhouse  of 

the  group  in  the  1980s,  and  at 
first  seemed  to  be  relatively 
unscathed  by  the  downturn  in 
the  DIY  trade  as  the  1980s 

housing  boom  ended.  As  mar- 
ket leader  it  even  managed  to 

plough  ahead  while  Texas  Ho- 
mecare  cut  its  throat  with  sui- 

cidal price  promotions. 
Suddenly,  however,  B&Q  Is 

suffering.  Despite  the  take- 

over of  Texas  by  far-from-sui- 
cidal  Salisbury's  Homebase. 
and  despite  the  continuing 
nightmare  at  Do  It  All,  B&Q 

saw  profits  slide  last  year 
from  £83  million  to  £55  mil- 

lion. Some  of  that  drop  was 
due  to  extraneous  factors 

such  as  a   higher  pension  con- 
tribution. but  there  remains  a 

big  hole  in  the  operating  per- 
formance. which  stems  from 

continuing  price  pressure 

and  poor  operational  perfor- 
mance. 

There  has  been  speculation 
that  the  managing  director, 
Jim  Hodkinson.  would  pay 

the  price  and  leave  the  group 
once  again,  as  he  did  in  1992. 
Speculation  will  continue, 

since  the  group’s  chief  execu- tive. Sir  Geoffrey  Mulcahy. 

yesterday  gave  him  less  than 
a   fullsorae  vote  of  confidence. 
“There  has  been  some 

tough  talking".  Sir  Geoffrey 
said,  but  added  that  Mr  Hod- 
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HOW  fortunate  that HSBC  (Midland's parent)  whacked  out 
its  invites  to  the  launch  of 

chief  economist  Roger  Boo- 

tle's new  opus  The  Death  of 
Inflation  —   Surviving  and 
Thriving  In  the  Zero  Era, 

ahead  of  yesterday's  Post Office  announcement
  

of  a 

penny  rise  in  first-class 

stamps  (that’s  an  almost- 
zero  4   per  cent  increase, 

against  a   nearer- to-zero 
national  rate  of  2*9  per 

cent). 

The  last  death-throes  of 
inflation,  no  doubt  (along 
with  rail  fares,  utility  bills, 

supermarket  prices . . .) 

  horror,  the  horror 

(1);  The  old  middle- 
.   class  jibe  about  the 

[E2  being  stuffed  to  the 
unwales  not  with  Cary 
(rant  characters  but  with 

lirmingham  tobacconists 
joins  close  to  reality,  wc 

ear. 

Bookings  on  Cunard's 
lagship  are  “up  signifl- 
antly".  according  to 
wncr  Trafalgar  House, 

ince  the  ship  featured  in  a 

peclal  episode  of  Corona- 

tion Street,  an  episode 
available  on  video  since 
Christmas.  This  episode, 

one  of  the  best-selling  vid- 

eos ever,  was  finally  broad- 
cast last  Snnday,  but  Can- 
ard reckons  it  has  already 

helped  bookings.  Somerset 

Maugham  fans  should  stay 
withP&O. 

THE  horror,  the  horror 
(2):  Strenuous  efforts 

by  up-tigbt  business- 
men to  be  politically  cor- 
rect continue  to  wreak 

havoc  with  the  English  lan- 
guage. The  latest  mangling 

comes  in  the  launch  docu- 

ment of  Enterprise  UK  '96. an  exhibition  of  African. 

Asian  and  Caribbean  busi- 

■v, ro-.-ys?-  -• 
Woolworths  iSupen/rug  Darty  £ 

kinson  was  expected  to  carry 
out  the  recovery  plan. 

The  plan  is  less  than  con- 
vincing. however.  It  centres 

on  tighter  operational  man- 
a   cement  with  slower  expan- sion of  the  Warehouse  format 
and  slower  upgrading  of  the 
main  Supercentre  stores. 

ness  achievement.  First 

Robert  Ayling,  Brit-Air 
boss,  said:  “It  makes  sense 
to  Invest  in  the  diversity  of 

Britain’s  ethnic  populous.” Sorry? 

The  communique  added: 
“Indeed.  Britain  has  some 

3.3  million  ethnic  minor- 
ities —   set  to  double  over 

the  next  25  years”. Even  including  the  fam- 
ously-fissi parous  Gaelic- 

speaking regions,  plus  sov- 
ereign states  such  as  the 

Yorkshire  County  Cricket 
Club.  6.6  million  ethnic 
sub-dlvislons  seems  a   little 

on  tbe  high  side.  Event  or- 
ganiser Ms  Vanderpuye 

highlighted  the  achieve- 
ments of  “business  people 

of  ethnic  origin”.  How 
strange  that  some  of  onr 
business  leaders  are  group- less. 

With  so  many  ethnic  mi- 
norities on  offer,  surely 

even  Mr  Ayling  can  find  a 
berth  somewhere? 

Meanwhile,  former 
food  minister  Nicho- 

las Soames  is  leading 

by  example  in  the  battle 

against  m   ad-cow  hysteria. 
Lunchtime  yesterday  saw 

Mr  Soames  —   now  trans- 

lated to  the  Ministry  of  De- 
fence —   wolfing  down  a 

super-juicy  fillet  steak  in 

Christopher's 
 
restaurant  in Coven l   Garden. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with 
that  —   it  obviously  makes  so 
much  sense  to  protect  power 

tools  from  theft  and  to  im- 
prove stockholding  that  the 

only  question  is  why  it  wasn’t done  before.  But  there 
remains  the  central  question 
of  whether  the  fundamental 

strategy  will  work. 
Kingfisher  has  slowed  the 

expansion  of  die  21-strong 
Warehouse  chain  —   appar- 

ently the  main  source  of  fric- 
tion with  Mr  Hodkinson  — 

but  still  believes  there  is 
scope  for  75  of  these  giant 
“destination  stores”  without 

making  a   great  dent  in  the 
sales  of  the  Supercentres. 

One  has  to  be  careful  — 
after  all.  In  the  1970s  sages 

predicted  that  there  was 
capacity  for  no  more  than  a 
handful  of  ordinary  DIY 
stores,  and  now  tbe  country  is 
awash  with  them. 
But  it  is  difficult  to  see, 

first,  that  there  will  ever  be 
enough  demand  to  support 
anything  like  75  Warehouses, 
and  second,  that  75  such 

giants  will  leave  much  scope 
for  lesser  B&Q  stores. 

It  would  be  easier  to  have 

faith  in  the  strategy  if  King- 
fisher’s retail  track  record 

was  more  convincing.  True, 
the  Woolworths  chain  was 
rescued,  but  from  a   position 
which  would  have  been  diffi- 

cult not  to  Improve. 
Otherwise,  the  group  has 

simply  picked  up  other 

peoples'  concepts  and  run with  them  with  varying 

degrees  of  success. 

ASK  Kjell  Fronsdal, 
president  of  the  Nor- 

wegian stock  ex- 
change, about  results,  and, 

rather  than  drone  on  about 

spreads  and  share  volumes, 

he  embarks  on  a   passionate 

critique  of  Eric  Cantona’s 
goal-scoring  record. 
Such  devotion  to  an 

English  side,  he  says,  is  not 

unusual.  “We’ve  had  live 
matches  every  Saturday 

since  the  1950s,  one  week 

English  and  the  next  week 

German.” 

Why,  though,  the  appeal 

of  the  English  game?  “Back 
then,”  explains  Mr  Frons- 

dal, “the  Germans  were  not 

too  popular  and  father  has 

passed  this  to  son.”  Tut  tot, 
not  very  federal  (but  then 

good  old  Norway  isn’t  of course). 

Ninety-nine  point 
five  per  cent  is  the  sort 
of  result  associated 

with  Soviet  general  elec- 
tions in  the  President  Brezh- 

nev days,  but  when  it  de- 

scribes the  take-up  rate  for 
converting  British  Biotech 
warrants  into  shares,  you 

can  assume  it*8  a   true  bill. 
Biotech  has  been  a   run- 

away success  daring  the 

past  two  years,  and  no  sane 
shareholder  would  reject 
the  chance  of  free  money. 
So  who  was  the  dipstick 

who  passed  up  the  offer? 

Barratt  needs 
land  to  expand 
Ian  King 

Barratt  Develop 
men  is,  one  of  Britain's biggest  housebuilders, 

yesterday  backed  its  belief 
that  the  ailing  housing  mar- 

ket is  set  for  recovery,  an- 
nouncing a   £90  million  rights 

issue,  the  proceeds  to  be  spent on  land. 

Barratt,  unveiling  a   19  per 

cent  J   ump  in  half-year  pre-tax 
profits  to  £19.1  million,  said  it 
expected  house  prices  to  rise 
in  line  with  average  earnings 

(3.25  per  cent)  for  the  rest  of 

the  year. But  despite  the  upbeat 

statement  Sir  Lawrie  Bar- 
ratt founder  and  chairman  of 

the  Tyneside-based  group, 

made  another  of  his  now  cus- 

tomary attacks  on  the  Gov- ernment’s housing  policy, 

which  he  said  had  put  pres- 
sure on  house  sellers. 

He  added:  "In  spite  of  the 
favourable  ratio  of  house 

prices  to  income  and  rela- 
tively low  mortgage  rates,  fee 

market  was  adversely  af- 
fected by  Government  action 

to  reduce  Miras  and  Income 

Support  and  farther  held 
back  by  a   lack  of  confidence 

in  job  security." 

Sir  Lawrie  also  said  that 
Barratt,  which  completed 
6,601  houses  during  1995.  was 
on  the  look-out  for  possible 
acquisitions  as  fee  building 

Biotech  chief  Keith  McCul- 
loch knows,  but  is  enough 

of  a   gentleman  to  keep  a 
secret.  “He  wanted  to  take 

np  tbe  shares,  bat  forgot  to 

post  the  letter,”  he 
explains. 

LEVER  Brothers’  ex- 

chief Andrew  Seth  is, 

heading  a   national' 
campaign,  to  be  launched 

in  a   few  weeks’  time,  “to 
market  learning  like  wash- 

ing powder'’.  An  unfortu- nate choice  of  words,  given 

Levers  took  a   terrible  slat- 

ing in  1994  when  its “magic"  new  ingredient, 

manganese,  proved  to 
shred  the  clothes  it  was 

supposedly  rendering whiter  than  white. 

Forget  the  props- 
ganda  about  British  fi- 

nancial services  practi- 
cally expiring  under  a 

mountain  of  bureaucratic 

humph.  APCIM5,  the  pri- 

vate-client stockbrokers’ 

group,  was  asked  recently 

by  Hezza’s  decontrol  unit for  a   hit-list  of  hated  rules andregs, 

APCIMS  duly  wrote  to  its 
130-odd  member-firms  ask- 

ing for  suggestions.  On 

Tuesday,  a   new-boy  member 
inquired  as  to  whether  be 
was  too  late  to  participate. 

Not  exactly:  he  was.  we  be- 
lieve, the  only  respondent 

market  continues  to  consoli- 
date. He  said  Barratt  had 

looked  at  the  12  house- 
builders put  up  for  sale  over 

fee  past  three  years,  but  none 

had  met  the  group’s  land 
requirements. 
Meanwhile,  the  group  in- 

tends to  reduce  borrowings 

and  increase  the  group's  land bank  in  the  South-east,  where 
it  plans  to  expand  rapidly. 
However,  Barratt  refused  to 

say  whether  it  plans  to  pull 
out  of  its  US  housebuilding 
business,  which  continues  to make  a   loss. 

Barratt  shares  closed  down 

7p  at  232p  on  fee  results, 
against  the  on&for-four  rights 
price  of 200p. 

Bid  battle  for 

huge  nickel  field 
takeover  hid  for  Diamond  Fields  Resour

ces  Inc,  owner  of  a   \ast 

ldL^’sbid  arch  rival  FateOThrii^wluch  a 

also  trying  to  buy  Diamond  Fields 
 and  with  Jt-  conttolofwhat  is 

belieredto  be  one  of  fee  world's  largest  juctel
 

nickel  has  yet  been  extracted  from  the
  Voisey  s   Ba)  find  imhe 

fiSzen  reaches  of  Labrador  but  fee  battle
  for  ownership  has 

b^?slatStbW^^,-^)ae^kre  and  a   seat  on  fee  board  for 

Diamond  Fields  chairman  Robert  FriedJand. 
 To  pay  for  it,  Inco 

would  boost  its  annual  nickel  production  at  \   oisey  s  
 Buy  to 

277  million  lbs,  at  laast  twice  what  the  company  pr
oposed  a   ] 

ago.  —   Claire  Treoerm  in  Toronto 

a   year 

Philips  hots  up  chips  output 
PHILIPS  is  to  invest  800  million  guilders  (£316  million!  to  in- 

crease  microchip  production  atone  of  Us  Dutch  plants  within  the 

next  two  years.  Yesterday's  announcement  came  just  two  days 
after  the  company  warned  lower -than-expected  growth  in  semi* 

conductors  vroukUead  to  a   “substantial  drop' '   in  profit  in  the  first 
three  months. 

The  investment  decision  was  based  cm  long-term  growth  fore- 
casts, said  Doug  Dunn,  bead  of  Philips’  sound  and  vision  and 

personal  communication  unit  Global  semiconductor  sales  are — = — —>  to  double  to  about  £217  billion  in  the  year  2000,  accord- 
„   to  fee  researchcosnpany  Dataquest 
Philips  Hqp  a   gUnhfl!  Troffkf  1 1   riwre  of  about  8   per  rent  m   the  chip 

market  and  analysts  expect  its  share  to  increase.  Last  year,  global 
semiconductor  sales  rose  about  40  per  cent  Philips  expects  a 

•‘more  manageahtegrowthef  between  15  and  22  per  cent  "this year. — Bloomberg 

Press  group  profits  rise 
ACQUISITIONS  have  helped  Independent  Newspapers,  fee  pub- 

lishing  flagship  of  Irish  tycoon Tony  O'Reilly's  empire.  lift  full 
year  pre-tax  profits  by  33  per  cent  to  l£50  million. 

During  the  period.  Independent  snapped  up  a 45  per  cent  stake 
in  Wilson  &   Horton,  publisher  of  New  Zealand’s  biggest- sell  mg 
newspaper,  increased  Its  stake  in  South  African-based  Argus 
Newspapers  to  60  per  cent,  and  topped  up  its  holding  in  News- 

paper Publishing —   publisher  of  the  Independent  and  the  Inde- 
pendent on  Sunday— to  43. 3   per  cent 

Announcing  fee  figures,  chief  executive  Liam  HeaJy  said  Inde- 
pendent  expected  further  growth  this  year,  adding  that  he  thought 
newsprint  prices  have  now  peaked.  Mr  Healy  also  stressed  feat 

Independent  remained  foUy  committed  to  its  overseas  invest- ments, —   fan  King 

Homes  slump  hits  Caradon 
CARADON.  the  strusjhng  building  materials  group  which  owns 
Everest  double  glazing  and  Mira  showers,  yesterday  announced  a 

coQapse  in  fall  year  pre-tax  profits  from  £307.3  million  to 
£114.3  million.  Caradon.  which  last  year  was  dumped  out  of  the 

FTSE 100  and  shed  over  1,600 jobs  across  its  world-wide  activities, 
said  it  expected  to  make  further  job  cuts  during  1996- 

Chief  executive  Peter  Jansen  blamed  the  continued  weakness 

of  the  housing  market,  along  wife  rising  raw  material  prices.  He 
did  not  expect  any  real  recovery  in  the  UK  bousing  market  during 
the  first  half  of 1996,  while  in  Germany,  where  Caradon  controls 
doors  and  windows  group  Weru,  he  thought  it  was  likely  to  get worse.  —   Ian  King 

Dobson  joins  bank  board 
MICHAEL  Dobson,  chief  executive  ofDeutsche  Morgan  GrenfelL 

fee  City-based  investment  bank  arm  of  Germany's  largest  com- 

mercial bank,  was  yesterday  nominated  to  Deutsche  Bank's executive  board.  He  replaces  John  Craven,  board  member  for  the 

past  six  years,  who  stays  on  asDMG’s  chairman. Mr  Dobson,  aged  43,  who  joined  fee  foen-Morgan  Grenfell  in 

1973,  is  due  to  be  formally  appointed  to  fee  board  at  the  bank's  agm on  May  28 — whife  win  also  be  asked  to  confirm  a   proposed 
dividend  increase  from  DM1.65 to  DM120  per  DM5  share.  The 

total  pay-out  rises  wife  tax  benefits  to  DM2.57.  The  bank  said 
parent  net  profit  totalled  DM1.597  billion  in  1995.  compared  wife 

DM1.575  billion  a   year  earlier.  —   Reiner 

Blow  for  electronic  noses 

SHARES  of  AromaSean,  which  makes  electronic  “noses",  fell  42p 
to  126p  yesterday  after  fee  company  issued  its  second  profits 
warning  this  year.  AromaSean.  whose  shares  mysteriously  fell 
shortly  after  its  flotation  two  summers  ago.  said  its  loss  for  the 

current  year  would  be  “significantly  greater  than  fee  market 

currently  estimates”. 
The  Crewe-based  group  said  it  had  sold  instruments  to  more 

than  70  multi-national  companies,  but  added  that  because  of  fee 
time  taken  for  prospective  buyers  to  assess  the  system,  it  bad 
been  difficult  to  assess  future  orders.  The  warning  comes  just 
weeks  after  AromaSean  indicated  that  second  half  orders  for  its 

electronic  noses  were  running  "significantly  lower”  than  during 
foe  first  six  months  of  the  year.— Ion  Xing 

Now  homeowners 
can  borrow  up  to 
£15,000  by  phone 

and  receive  a 
cheque  in  days 

Now  there  is  a   simple,  straightforward  way  to  borrow  up  to 
£15,000,  whether  it  be  to  improve  your  home  or  make  a   dream 
come  true.  With  the  new  Alliance  &   Leicester  Homeowners  Loan 

there  are  no  administration  costs  or  survey  fees 
and  with  our  attractive  low  interest  rates  this  really  is  the 
affordable  way  to  borrow  a   larger  sum.  Moreover  there 

are  no  interviews  and  you  can  normally  have  an  'in  principle' 
decision  over  the  phone  in  minutes.  Phone  us  today! 

I   Borrow  from  £5,000  —   £15,000  and  repay  over  5-10  years. 
■   Interest  rate  from  11.75%  APR  (Variable) 

|   AMOUNT  APR  Afe 
120  MONTHS 

96  MONTHS 

60  MONTHS 

£15,000 
11.75 

207.99 

23633 

32734 

£1X000 17.75 

180.26 

20534 

283.70 

£11,000 12J5 

15536 

176.44 
242.54 

£9,000. 

T27.1 1 14436 
198.44 

£7000 

100.67 
114.00 

.   155.93 

£5,000 

71.91 

81.43 

11138 

Tfofarf  nwyfc;  If yoKbamn  £12,000  werfl  mutbsyoupm  £UH2)  fettre*  kzwu  lotd  i 

ALLIANCE 
LEICESTER 

y   One  simple  phone  call  is  normally  V 
all  you  need  for  a   fast  decision 

© 0990 575757 
Quoting  Ref  3N29 

VOUR  NOME  15  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A   MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT 

nserroL  Full  feat,  nibble  Irutn. Uitote:  L£l  TRlL 
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Racing 

Cigar 
burns 
off  the 
best  in 
the  world 

1   f*  r 

v Chris  Hawkins  in 
Dubai  sees  wonder 

horse  lead  a   clean 

sweep  for  America 

SPEED,  stamina  and 
natural  talent  are 

essential  qualities  in 

any  athlete,  hnman  or 

equine,  but  the  most  admi- 

rable is  courage  and  Cigar 

showed  awesome  valour  to 

beat  Soul  Of  The  Matter  by 

half  a   length  in  a   desperate 

battle  for  the  Dubai  World 

Cup  yesterday. 

Cigar  had  hit  the  front 
soon  after  turning  for 

home,  just  as  be  had  done 

in  all  his  13  straight  wins 

up  to  now,  but  this  time  It 

was  different  —   something 
went  with  him. 

The  $4  million  question 

was  posed  and  Cigar 

answered  like  a   street- 

fighter  prepared  to  scrap 

until  willpower  prevails. 

“It  was  eyeball  to  eyeball 
but  he  dug  so  deep  and  just 

wasn’t  going  to  let  him  by,'* 
said  Jerry  Bailey,  his  rider. 

“If  we'd  gone  round  an- 
other time.  Soul  Of  The 

Matter  would  still  never 

have  got  past." Bailey,  however,  was 

worried  early  on  when 

Cigar  did  not  strike  well 

from  the  stalls:  “His  rear- 
end  was  set  and  he  slipped 

it,  which  cost  os  a   position 
or  two. 

I
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If  Bailey  wanted  to  be 

closer  on  Cigar,  Gary  Ste- 
vens. the  rider  of  Soul  Of 

The  Matter,  was  apparently 

quite  happy  to  be  right  at 
the  rear  and  did  not  begin 
to  make  a   move  until  the 
turn. 

I..  <1 

> » <:  U: 

Desert  delight . . .   Cigar  has  the  call  over  Soul  Of  The  Matter  in  the  Dubai  World  Cup 

v,*;.  .*  _   ..i: 

After  L'Carriere  had 
mniio  the  running  early  nn 

the  Japanese  challenger 

Lively  Mount  forged  to  the 
front,  but  it  was  only  on 

sufferance,  as  Cigar  and 
Pentlre  loomed  up  on  the 
outside. 

With  three  fhrlongs  to 

run  it  was  clear  that  Hail- 

ing, the  Maktoums*  big 
gun,  was  not  firing  and  he 
steadily  dropped  back  to 
finish  a   very  disappointing last 

Meanwhile,  up  front 

Cigar  still  seemed  to  be  can- 
tering. He  quickened  when 

Bailey  shook  him  up  to 
burn  off  Pen  tire  but  sud- 

denly Soul  Of  The  Matter 

burst  on  the  scene,  having 

made  a   phenomenal 
amount  of  ground. 

For  a   stride  or  two,  half  a 
fhrlong  out,  he  seemed  to 

get  in  front  but  Burt  Ba- 
charach's  colt  would  have 
needed  a   train,  a   boat  and  a 

plane  to  get  by. 

Stevens  said  Soul  Of  The 
Matter  had  definitely  got 

his  head  in  front  and  never 

gave  up:  “He  showed  so 
much  guts  and  got  into 
such  a   rhythm  he  was  going 

like  a   locomotive.  Yon 

couldn’t  ask  for  a   better 

horse  race  —   it's  the  best 

I’ve  ever  been  in." 
With  L'Carriere  running 

on  strongly,  the  Yanks  bad 

the  first  three  home  and 

demonstrated  their  domi- 
nation of  dirt-track  racing. 

Pentlre,  Britain's  main 
hope,  ran  on  gamely  to  take 
fourth  place,  while  Needle 

Gun,  trained  by  Clive  Brit- 
tain, finished  seventh. 

Geoff  Wragg.  who  trains 

Pentire,  said:  “I’m  very pleased  with  the  way  my 

horse  has  run.  We’ve  been 
beaten  by  the  three  best 

dirt  horses  in  America.” 
The  home  Arab  team  sim- 

ply failed  to  show  bnt 
Sheikh  Mohammed  is  a   big 

enough  sportsman  to  take 
this  in  his  stride,  and  Ci- 

gar’s win  was  the  result  he 
really  needed  to  establish 

the  reputation  of  this  race. 

Cigar  will  now  go  back  to 
New  York  to  be  rested  and 

then  readied  for  the  Bolly- 

wood Gold  Cup  in  90  days* time.  If  he  takes  that,  it  will 

be  15  in  a   row  and  he  will 

need  two  more  to  beat  the 
record  of  the  mighty 

Citation. 

Hie  plan  is  to  keep  him  in 
training  until  the  autumn 
for  another  crack  at  the 

Breeders'  Cnp  and  then 

possibly  retirement. Bill  Mott  did  a   wonderful 

job  to  get  Cigar  fit  for  this after  having  to  cut  off  his 

shoe  himself  when  the  colt 

injured  his  foot  a   month 

ago. 

PHOTOGRAPH:  PHIL  COLE 

“Maybe  he  wasn’t  quite 

at  his  best  today,"  said Mott,  “but  he  had  to  reach 
down  and  find  something 

else.  Sheer  grit  was  what  he 
wanted  and  he  proved  he 

had  it" 

Allen  Paulson,  the  owner, 

named  Cigar  after  a   radio 
checkpoint  from  Tampa  to 

New  Orleans. 
This  veteran  pilot,  who 

holds  the  record  for  a 

round-the-world  flight,  was 
on  cloud  nine,  saying  they 

would  now  be  shooting  for 

the  moon. 

You  had  to  smile  at  the 

cliches  but  he  had  just  seen 
a   race  that  had  left  many 

people  speechless. 
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Toureen  Prince 

to  go  one  better 
in  mini-National 

Aon  Cox 

A   INTREE  is  no  longer  all 

about  one  race.  The 

supporting  programme 

leading  up  to  Saturday's Grand  National  has  grown  in stature  in  recent  years,  and 

there  is  a   Cheltenham-li
ke 

quality  about  today’s  opening 
card. 

Cheltenham  has  the  Gold 
Cup  and  Champion  Hurdle. Aintree  has  the  Grand 

National  fences,  and  inevita- 
bly it  is  the  John  Hughes  Me- 

morial Trophy  which  takes centre  stage  on  day  one. 

Run  over  a   circuit  of  the 
National  course,  this  two  and 
three-quarter  mile  event  was won  in  scintillating  style  by 

Dublin  Flyer  12  months  ago. 
There  is  nothing  of  his  class 

at  the  top  of  the  handicap  this 

time,  and  last  year's  runner- up,  Toureen  Prince,  looks 
poised  to  go  one  better. 

The  mount  of  talented  ama- teur rider  Jim  Culloty.  Tour- 

een Prince  is  well  into  the  vet- eran stage  but  he  runs  off  a 
41b  lower  mark  than  last  year 
and  his  recent  form  proves  he 
is  no  has-been. 

At  Ludlow  last  time,  Tour- een Prince  finished  20  lengths 
clear  of  the  fourth  horse  when 
a   close  third  behind  Maamur, 
a   subsequent  Cheltenham Festival  winner,  and  Rectory 

Garden,  who  also  won  next time  out. 

Henrietta  Knight,  trainer  of 
Toureen  Prince  (3.45),  will 

be  hoping  tor  better  luck  with 
Debutante  Days  in  the  Glenli- vet  Anniversary  Hurdle  after 
the  filly’s  first-flight  tumble 
at  Cheltenham. 

Backed  down  to  favourit- ism in  the  Triumph  Hurdle 

on  the  strength  of  two  author- itative wins.  Debutante  Days 

would  surely  have  been  in- volved in  the  finish,  for  she 

had  easily  beaten  the  Chelten- 

ham first  and  second,  Paddy’s Return  and  Mistinguett,  at 
Sandown  in  February. 
Debutante  Days  (4.20) 

went  on  to  give  weight  and  a 

beating  to  Edelwels  Du  Mou- lin at  Uttoxeter  and  is  fancied 
to  confirm  those  placings 

with  Fertile  Murphy's  useful French  import 

Couldnt  Be  Better  (2.35). 

who  returned  from  a   midwin- 
ter break  in  Italy  looking  big 

and  well  at  Cheltenham,  puts 

Gold  Cup  form  to  the  test  in the  Martel]  Cup  Chase. 

After  weakening  rather 

dramatically  in  the  closing 
stages  behind  Imperial  Call 

and  Rough  Quest,  Couldnt  Be Better  may  be  no  good  thing 

today,  particularly  as  his  old 
blood  vessel  problem  could  re- 

surface at  any  time. 

However,  be  is  more  reli- able than  Barton  Bank  who 
was  another  four  lengths 

back  in  fourth  behind  Impe- rial Call  and  who  ran  badly  in 
this  race  last  year. 

The  smallest  Grand 
National  field  for  26  years  is 

likely  to  face  the  starter  on 
Saturday  after  Dextra  Dove 
and  Toogood  To  Be  True  were ruled  out  yesterday  through 

injury. They  are  likely  to  be  joined 

by  Tartan  Tyrant,  who  will 
not  run  unless  there  is  sub- stantial rain.  Their  absence 

will  reduce  the  field  to  29  — the  lowest  turnout  since  Gay 

Trip  beat  27  rivals  in  1970. 
Dextra  Dove  has  been  strug- 

gling since  sustaining  a   neck 
injury  in  his  last  race  and 
then  ripping  off  three  shoes 

last  Friday. 

“I  gave  him  a   little  school 

last  night  but  he's  just  not 
right,"  said  trainer  Simon Earle. 

Toogood  To  Be  True’s 
trainer  Tim  Easterby  said: "He's  responding  to  treat- 

ment on  an  infected  hock  but 
not  as  quickly  as  we  had 

hoped." 

Graham  McCourt,  who  has 

given  up  race-riding  to  con- centrate on  training,  bowed 
out  in  style  when  steering 
home  Sister  Stephanie  at 
Chepstow  yesterday. “I  came  in  on  a   winner  and 

now  I   am  going  out  on  one,” 
said  McCourt  36.  who  won  on 
his  first  ride  in  1975  and 
retires  with  a   total  of  921 

wins,  just  two  short  of  the 

great  Fred  Winter’s  tally. His  finest  moments  in  the 
saddle  include  a   Gold  Cup 

win  aboard  Norton's  Coin  in 

1990.  followed  by  Royal  Gait’s Champion  Hurdle  triumph 

two  years  later. 
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2,1  5   SPMMWOHCEinnDU(DbQ2ntlC1^BS 

i   j-mke  auu-TO(ia}teo)jou&-iv3      a   tiptoe 
•   w   ABOUAJ»e»>RAiiwps-ii-a   bln* 
3   44FBIP-  NUT1XY  (3 16)  N   Hawtn  6-1  1-2   Um 
4   00  UUHtA  LVE  (23)  B   Da  Hun  6-10-11  —   JMtoa 
5   5   MOOELMM— WUMMHDBUiUimH  1-10-11   D   Setter  (5) 
•   POWDER  MONKEY  C   ftmfum  6-1IM1   .T  Deoceoaho  (5) 
T   PO  SOHO  EXPRESS  (*I)  J   Bcotay  8-10-11   .   XMq 
4   OOF  BOWLES  PATROL  (9)  J   Upson  4-10-8  _   S   Cura  {3} 

TOW  row  TVBi  Ctna-To  9.  IhwWWMWWr  7 

Who  4-7  Cni-YQ.  «-l  UotttaKtmMTymaUt.  8-1  HuTtoy.  13-'  Song  Evau.  IE-1  Luna  L]*.  Swta 
PMroL  20-1  Ponder  Uoftksy  8nton**l 

2.45  EARLY  BSD  NOVICE  CHASE  toll  10y<UC%M5 

1   U2-2FF2  AALO.  AAL(12}PrtDfibi  &-1V-4      0   Tome*  (3) 
2   5F3FP  CASPIAN  BELUGA  (IS)  SKrttfnMVa   JBBtoiea* 
a   S3115-U  4URZ(12}R  Hodge*  M-4   TDmiiiimIh  (S) 
4   6SS-0S  Lfl«D  WnWOWflSJBUmwByne-l  |-4   MrJ  Undm 

5   54*22  MYB1ACKT1IOHN  (1  fi)  P   MchoOs  6-10-18   A   Than** 
•   RED  HI  THE  ROSE  T   W*d  9-W-13       DOttUHna 
7   IP  ROSE  GARDEN  (25) R PM** 7-10-13   OHoginP) 
8   P4PP2P  SMSAMACAMP  {6>  H   Becfctar  9-10-13   Q   Tragil.  CO 
•   4f<Pf-0P  STAS  OF  KUWAIT  (T)  N   Thomsen  12-10-13   JtLanraneo* 

TOD  IOHMTfffeHytltaoMho*uB.AtoB  AtoT.tlliuu.nnoll  S 

Betting:  2-1  UyMacBhcm.3-4  Jwz.  7-3  All  B   Akl  8-1  CttptoeBNuga,  ®-i  lord  Wtrogno,  16-1  RedtaTbo 
Rcse.  20-1 5easam*C3mJlB .   Onnars 

3,20  ssnouARs  newnwr  hamncapcwue  am  cmm 

1   5SJPF2  DOtttTBJ.  THE  WIFE  (1«)(D)CE*roalD-lviO   J   A   McCarthy 
2   1FPW3  D4HALL0W  LOME (12)  (CO)  C   Barest  S-11-0   BCWTerd 
2   Itwu  COURT  MELODY  J40)  |WJ  P   Mcttoha  6-YMO      Albanian* 
4   1U314C  CERTAIN  AMIE (12) (CD) PHDGbl7-UM   .CTanawri) 
5   3FF-UPP  STAR  OATS  (21)  N   Lamport  10-HH   --   DLeehl 
•   2M7I6  BAWrOW«LLfl*){DJMWpB7-K)-0   R   Prato* 

TOD  FOM  DPS:  C— I   Melody  B.  RaiMnnnBH  7 

nmtap  -   1   Dux!  Ted  Tim  iMa.  IMCnn  Melody.  83  Baruewn  BUI.  5-1  Ouktataw  Lodge.  6-1  Certain 
Angie.  »-l  Star  Oats  S   rawer* 

Onhfhlt(bMii|nWM|  *   Denotoa  I 
ngnraela  bnckala  after  hara^a  aan,d 

2.25  smoKTONi 
I   AUCTION  MAH**  STAKES  2T0  St  C2^43 

1   FOOT  RATTAUDBRHtf  retain  9-0   LDanori2 
2   OBBA1RE  C   Dow  9-0       C   Dwyer  1 
3   BCHYD-OA  H   BH1  9-0   M   Featsn  3 
4   mUHnCTOIIUOiannonl-O       Rh^>9 
5   SWMOPE*u»9-0      S laailira B 
S   TDRlBFSluaPISSS  Blieelan  9-0   ..-MTaMotM 
7   COMHCMU  8   Waigarxn  B-9         PRiMniiaT 

■aafawO-4  Inwi  Rcnoo.  11-4  te*>d-0a.  7-3  Gra&are.  5-1  Fool  Bata  Ken  10-1  TlaLeil  Surpn».  »-1 
Swiu.  20-1  CcrWMI  7   "H" 

2.55  UUSOROUGH  TOLIES’  HAMNCAP  la  C2JS4 

1   001320-  QUHNSCOIISUL(M9){D)B FVntKmll 6-10-0   HFeoWnT 
2   00-5122  OUmfOF  ALL  BBSS  (2S]{D]R  Boss  5-9-12       ACM  5 
3   00-12  AXASTDIA(2T)N  OraMin  4-9-1      itaarl 
4   121246-  ira  AGADWB0  (IBS)  Mrs  J   Randan  4-0-3   KMan4 
5   002300- WTOnA'SaECIST(1S4)UCnanroii  4-6-5   TCManJ 
S   5ra606-BAUAm  LADY  (126]  CO)  JWainwr^M  4-7-10   JQufaa2 
7   OO-OCDO  H0YAL  DAMCBI  Cl  6)RWaawi  4-7-10   A   Daly  (5)6* 

TOP  FOM  TVS:  Anartn  a,  QMan  01  Al  Ma  7 

Botfagr  2-1  ITs  Acadoat  5-3  Oibm®  CotaiU.  3-1  Gumb  «   All  Be®.  S-i  Anaauna  10-1  Vkaorta  a 
Seoat  15-1  Ballard  Laav.  7— ■ 

3.30  BisuoN  o»iy  sauna  stakes  3yo  at  ca^aa 

1   602IES  THE  niSXTFAMm  (14)  W   Timer  9-5   ACtaita 
2   54320-0  SHARP  MONTY  (S)  B   HoUntheed  B-0   K   Dorter  4 

4   0-00446  QUtKMTESSA (10) 8   PaPmg 5-?   “-1”  -   --  --  ITt Ipnfca a 

0 

3.55  UUICH  HAM  OOHOmONAL  JOCKEYS’  SBABKI  HAKDtCAP  HURDLE  an  tlOfSa C2J37J 

1   *66340  TVnDB  (171  (OGEftnna  9-11-11   ihbr 
2   1/4L-PP4  *W  PATHOL  (37)  MPOeS-IT-B       Otenaffl* 
2   PPFP60  CAPTAMOOLPOHD(27)(D) 0 Ganddta 9-1 V6   DPertl* 
4   3-fflS5>  SHOWY LAM(15) (0) JNewle 6-11-2   .DFlfcaa* 
5   3-PS3PP  ITS  ROT  NYBUIIT  (15)  P   Jane*  040-13   C   Termer + 
6   300-005  PBEEDANCanW (OH BralMIloa 6-10-12        TDoonU 

7   OOUB3  RBBKPS LASS (17) R O’Sullivan S-O-9       SCntOe 
8   360BPP  BAYL0RD PIMC2 (17) 0D MaaJEnet 6-TO-5   :   C Hegaa 
•   B/TO-POP  DAMS DCUDHT (St) fl Buckler  10-100   XtBt&oW 
ID  304322  ITS QEAHO (IS)  JBratfay  7-10-1   —     SFaa 
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14  .'■'PF-PPO  YES  IE  AM  (1  OS)  A   BamwMO-ICHI       -»  RneM 
15  2P-UP4P  CB.7WUUJEV (43)  R   Hoad 6-21-0       BPM*en* 
IB  FP050  PAcncOHim)RC(8)CBarmH4-lb-o     — , — RBaaaay 

BetHagi  M   flaMg  s   Last.  11-2  Ha  Grand.  6-1  See  PairoL  7-1  Emma  Sr.  rum.  The  umJar.  10-1  Snocy 
Lane,  captain  Dollord  14-lDavaOeBgM.FiMOaacer  IBiamirt 

4,30  SEISQUAMMCIIUniWr(IID«IMVCHM»CMM—<—  W.1TS 
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1   4/13165-  SH7SO (371) (D)R Bator 7-1T-12     XFarmd 
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3   6-  DVAVOUS{177}PCeleM      TOMS 

4   052-  SHARAF (153)  J   Dunlap 00   .VCaeoaZ 
6   KATMRYirs  PET  Uri  M   Re»e*ey  M   ...  —     KDarieyJ 

TOR  POM  TTPS:  Shnf  B,  A   IMyTVe  7 

--Iltlnm  *   — !-•  '   I   AureirTale. 5-2  Wemcus. 6-'  KaBinpi  s   PW,  33- 1   Dream  01  Mr  Ute  B   man 

5. 1 0   SBOW  DS  H0KTF0RT  NABSI  STAKES  1   a   2f  04^50 

1   AM  FOR  STARDOM  *4  Ahem  4-0-13   JRItagbeel 
2   CAPITVESONO  P   Hans  *-6-13    DHM8 
S   W3-  OaCJ^ETRA  STALL  (364)  JOjnloe  4-9-0        W   Cora,  4 
4   B£>-  SAYITAOAJH (337) J   Jenkjna 4-S-13     _C(hrtIar2 
5   13f-  TAIATHATH (547) C Dwyer 4-O-U       CD*»yer7 
8   0-  TAHUH (1S4) GBaJing 4-9-13   IDnawffll 
7   00-  FRANKLY  FRAN  (195)0  Alti/tmwt4-S6            SWUtaerthS 
8   0-  HAMITOOH (156) EDutik» 3-8-7         .TOotenS 
■   lUUDBi  CASTLE  J   Goecen  5-3-'   L   Dettori  8 

TOR  RNM  TVi  Orahaam  S«aS  S 

SeltfciS  6-4  Baldaa  CaMle.Sl  Oicfoaaa  SuA  Si  Taladeti.  7-1  CbMivo  5on»  '0-1  Sarnagam.  let  an. 
FrartHy  FfjA  0   nmnm 

5^40  KBWORTH  HA1BSCAP  7f  C%»aa 

1   BSOWO  UWEYOOWJJORSBSJHJohnsLWMM     JWeawrl 
2   0M6O4- HAWAALHA3AHAAT (ISO) (DJEDwitop 4-9-11   .VCarcaalS 
3   53160-0  ABAHSAH  (2S)  C   Bread  4-9-6        — MFuRBttt 

4   01/0000-  OWTOHTOES (J1Z) (O)  M   Ryan 4-0-J        ACtefcS 
5   2OU024-  BON  UICK  (374)  JFinefMae  4-0-0     DHtotaol 
5   24005- DMOfAE  (1ST)  D   Murray  SouR  *^0       .H  Painter  (5)  II 
T   BC45-2  SYCAMOM LODOS(6) Hr*  j Reesdoi 5-6-11   JtMenlO 
8   0000*4  SCfUMKORST  (14)  (IQ  SDc,4-8-lD          _   A   DO,  (6)1 

g   £81200-  DUBID(ISI) II  BHnshanl 5-6-8       R   Adame  5 
10  03520-  SHEKANA (180) TUM»V6-1           
11  OOecOO-  OSEAT  HAIL  (170)  (C)  P   Cundofl  7-7-13   Mrlta  TOrya  (7) 

12  605000  EAST  URNS  (7)0>)  OGeffiow  0^-10   PFe*eev(S)B+ 

TOP  RMH  TVS:  IpOM  Lodg,  8,  lm  laek  7,  Daale  8 

Bmtfag:  SI  Sycaraa  Ledge.  9-2  Ittaa  AJ  Nasameal.  Si  Ben  Lud.  7-1  LoreicienlnRS.  6-1  SMIana. 
io-i  DeTOree.  seTOirOora.  12  " 

Results 

CATTERICX 

MO  (S1»  1,  LADY  CAMUNE  LAMB.  T 
Quinn  (11-10  lav),  St,  Mortraslar  (11-11:  3, 

Ouad  Equation  (1 1-2).  9   ran  3, 1.  (M 

Channon]  Tc»  £1.60:  Cl  30.  C2.00  C2JQ 

Dual  F- £3  >40.  Trio-  £52.70.  CSF-  £1373. 

ZM  (Til:  1.  BMKUSH,  S   Bandera  110-1); 
2,  Mactn‘1  On— fch  (11-2).  3,  Lomfc. 

ksathosti  (50-1)  6-4  lav  Spencer's Bevange.  M   ran.  X.  K.  (P  Evans.)  Tour. 
214.80;  £140.  £110.  £20.10.  Dual  F:  EZ7 S3 
Trhi-  £250.20  CSF  £5372. 325(71*1, 

SUPCHMNZ,  P   Lapprfi  (7-1J.  ^ 
Ug(18-l);a,€teaDR*R*awl7-U;4.^DBT 
Smmr  f»-2  lav).  16  ran.  5.  hd  (J  Eyre) 

TOIB-  £2  60.  £4  30.  £1J0.  Dual  F. 

EOT*)  Tio  £356.801  CSF:  £114.C7.  Tr^aat 
£000  11  NR  Blue  Bomber 

4M  (87^  1.MUCMEA.  H   HugneS  I4-3BV) 
2.  Bed  Harter  f3-l>  a, l*arfeolBgaa<r-r| 

|   5   ran.  10. 1.  (M  Channonl  Tow:  £1^0;  £1-10, 
I   £150.  Dual  F:£L7a  CSF:  H22. 

1   (UOflaiflfITSydefcl,  CROSSTALK,  F 

!   Lynch  (14-1);  7,  Htoh  (8-1):  *,  Advlmla 
Sucre!  (11-2  fnUav)  11-1  JnHav  SaravraL 
is  ran.  *.  3   (fl  HolUnsheadi  Tour  EiR  Wc 

£5.00  TO  Ml,  £340.  Dual  F-  CS9  60  Trio’ 
£88  3a  CSF.  £13178.  TrlcaSt  £65150 

AOO  (1m  «k  1,  JAOCSOK  PARK,  M 
Bvch  (8-11. 8,  Pwirtlhia  Thtw  (Evens  lav): 
3,  Pairing  C— Ev  (4-1)  9   ran  Nk.2X.(T 
EasMrttyi  Tola:  £360.  £2.70.  £1  13  £1.10. 

Dual  F   £»aa  Trio.  £iaw.  CfiF"  £16.65. Tlicaat£3a.13 

QUADPOT!  £12.73  PLACEPOT:  £18930. 

JACKPOT)  Noi  won.  ESJ19.13  carried  lor- «raid  u   Aimrea  today. 

CHEPSTOW 
loo  (2m  HOsds  Hde]i  1,  POTEN- 

TATE, fl  Bridgwater  (11-10  tavl.  *,  Twin 
SMar  (11-1).  Paddy  (20-T).  13  «n. 
3 1.  iM  Plpei  THP-  E2.2C:  Cl  10  L2.30  Li  70 
Dual  R   £   H?10  Trio:  £   W   63  C   SJ=  £   14  64 

2.00  SEAGRAM  TOP  ROYiee  HURDLE  2b  1 1   Clyde  Cl  8,740 

101  401-312  KBUUDCKY (IB) (D)N Ittndmon 6-11-6      JIATOngmdd 
IM  D110  NASTM TEOe(S3) (D) (BP)  NreJPiimin 6-11-6   W Menton 
TOa  a-1231  SHANKAR  (28)  (TO  DMcMtto«5-11-«   RDmeedy 
104  40-015  BRA2K  OH  BUST  (38)  (TOP  Webber  5-1 1-2   MDejmr 

109  1-11113  CASTLE  SWEEP  (16)  (O1CaF)DNC/l<A0(l  5-1 V2   J>Wra, 
106  36  FROZEN  SEA  (187)  GEmglit  5-1W       JRKnaagl 
107  t   JUHCtOUSBOIiaAN{Z7)ATieran6-lV-3   IHtonj 

108  203  tAKEKAHRA (IS) PNkdioili 5-11-2   APMeOef 
IM  0-00343  NAITEEDE  HIMKNIE  (IB)  A   Ttftwll  5-11-2   PCmhwry 
110  5^11220  BASTBI  BEVELS) (16) (D)P Evers 6-1 V2   Abaci 
111  2M244  SPEEDWELL PRDICEdaUDINTwiwin-OaviM 5-11-2   CUeweBjn 
112  204-011  CHAIRRRO  OWL  (22)  (P)  0   ShemCBB  5-HM 1     JORfeema 
IIS  1712  HAMU.TON SU( (■) (D) (BFlUPgie 4-10-8   DBrtdgaator 

114  40  HBUJOKT (IS)  JJeraine 4-10-6       APoaeB* 
115  J2210  TRAOK  HB»  (14)  U   Pipe  4-10-8        J   Ullto  * 
TOP  RMM  TVBi  Khnanlcky  B,  Epeadeal  Prtoee  7,  CeeS,  Semen  6 

HeHlep  7-2  Kirranicky.  4-1  Gjoe  Sweep.  H-2  Speedwell  Prince.  6-1  Shankar.  6-1  Hamden  Silk.  0-1 
Charmtog  Girt. '2-1  LnU  Aardw.  16-1  Tragic  Hem  Unto' Bemled  IB  a— era 
B   BC-2   

2.35  lUfTTEU.  CUP  CHASS  3m  II  C38^04 

201  F6-1P44  BARTON  BAM  (14)  0   Mehobon  10-11-9   APMaMy 
202  1SVV32-P  BLACK  HUMOUH(1IO) (CTO  CBrooto  12-11-5   _J  Oebenn 
2M  0P-I1F3  CMEAKTBE  BETTER  (14)  CBracaa  g-11-S   QBmSey 
204  3C2Q3  EOYFT TOLL TODK2E (33)  Uis  J   PKnun  10-1 1-5   WMarefcm 
205  71111P  SCOTTOR  BARM  (83)  (BP)  TEABeruy  7-11-5     — LWyer 
2M  1M212  UNCUDEO  IBSSBJE(1B)(D)(0F)  G   ftctodB  S-1 1-5       RD—ady 

  JltaL 

Badttog:  7-4  Conttn  Be  Better  «-i  Barton  Bank.  9-2  Unguided  UlcRIe.  ScdM  Banks.  6-1  Egypt  UIV 
Prince.  14-1  Biark  Htinou'  Ineaea 

POM  OIADC .   COULDNT  BE  BEITBh  Led  lam  M   4   out  one  pace  trom  nett.  3rd  to  Inoerlal  Cal'.  wi#i 
BARTON  BANK  peveisf.  wknfl  4   oul  uuher  41  a   wav  dm  iCnetmahem  3nd>.  GdBB). 
UNQUUB)  ananiB  Prammera.  led  a   onL  no  erus  when  headea  Hat  71 2nd  to  Ueemur  i Cheltenham 
3m«.  G(PS8). 

S60TTOB  BANKS:  Mlrtakee  71r>  6   '3m.  soon  tailed  nfl  puCw  np  3   out  bemnd  Lo  Saegone  (Heydock  SKm. 
Shi  Earlier,  ht  BLACK  KJUOUH  |gare  71b)  by  13  iDuusaer  3m.  Gd|. 
EGYPT  MX  PHMCEi  Lett  2nd  1«h.  tad  before  3   om  leftal  oocotra.4l3idloRouo<QuK1(Kemptati3m. 

an 

3.10  SANDMAN  HAOHUU.  NOVICE  CHASE  2m  C22.160 

SOI  4VF-116  ASA  TOM  (16)  (0)7  Tale  7-11-4   JOefaama 
202  212230  CABLE  BEACH  (16)  (D)  M   Ctairdnipiam  7-11-4   JIDmmmty 
208  12UFU  eARTAIRKHEDMEIiaKTOPMchMi 6-11-4   PKda 
304  32341F  CUMBfllAli  CHALLSMQ£(16)(0)T  Earterbj  7-11-4   LWyer 
303  P-SEM  CAMCLLTHQ  (X)C  (28)  [D)  P   Ugnms  6-11-4   T   Hot  gen 

80S  1411U1  LORD  DORCCT  (IB)  (DIJCharthm  6-11-4   APMcCey 
SOT  3-1F41U  HAHHA1TAN  CASILE(1>)(D)  A   Moore  7-T1-4   FWeede 

aw  1F0S51  RSMUB0r23)0Ebworth«-l1-<     PHaBay* 
309  41R22F  PBHKMY  PLACE  (1«)  N   TwBUm-tteViHi  6-11-1   C   Llewellyn 
310  0-61P12SBWRH.BCntUTT1(1B)UnSNcick7-1M   OBradhy 

1

1

1
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(23) (Ml) NHanderm 
6-11-4  

 N   A   ntogerald 

TOP  FORM  TVS:  Mmfaatton  Caetle  8,  CaMe  Beach  T,  Saner  B7  8etot8  B 

“illtap  4-1  Uamuuan  Cartfe  5-t  Cable  6-1  Camoomne  Dor.  7-1  Lord  DorcM.  Senor  Q   Betna, 
6-1  captain  Khedive,  Cumbrian  Chaltonga  16-1  As*  Tom.  Nemua  11  tee, era 

PORN  GUBE  -   ASK  TONt  Atmyi  behino.  wen  bin  Blh  bkd  Verdana  Canyon  'Cheltenham  an.  SO),  wdfl 
CABLE  BEACH  l*nJtA]|  dear  imder  anei  2nd  unnl  bred  bom  5   oin.  last  ol  6   Dnahere,  CUMBRIAN 

CHALLENGE  (tavelsi  tad  581.  PJKBEHLFr  PLACE  itavets),  no  chance  when  taPJoul  CAPTAIN  KKDIVE 
lleveta]  unaaned  now  2nd  ana  MANHATTAN  CASTLE  OOveisl.  t waived  ana  enmuapl  rider  eon. 
MANHATTAN  CASTLE  FUnuiwnkie  outing,  led  a*  laa  and  staved  on  wel  B   Ul  Double  Symphony  71 

(Leopaidsuwn  2mii,  Sttj RAMBOLUNB  DOC:  Kon  el  Thurtas  (2m.  SlO.  Dealing  Percy  Brerwan  ay  1L 
UNB  PORCET:  rtekl  up.  left  2nd  3A.  tad  3   out  driven  out  bl  SENOR  EL  BETRUTTl  IMwefc)  by  a   nk 

(Sana  own  2m.  Sfll 

3.45  JOHN  KUaHBHEMOflULTnOPMYHAimeAP  CHASE  Sn  6f  tS9)Bf1 

401  44033P  ALL  THE  ACES  (IS)  A   Moue6-<1-1D      CDDwy 
402  12-SF11  OLDBRBICEdTOATnmeBB-n-l      INdM 
403  IIIIBf.  HASTEN  BOSTON  (14)  RWomBtaiue  6-11-2  ..    -LWyer 
404  111113  GO UHVERSAL (28) (C)C Brooks 8- 11-2           OBrwtay 
406  14H[dl  STRAHIfTTAUC (118) PNcholb 0-11-0   APMaCoy 
4M  IlSPt?  BACK  RM(32)  A Noore 8-10-13  ...  .       PWooda 

407  101611  IFTfflE  (22)  {BJPBowwi  9-10-11      —   DWoWl(E) 
4M  23C40  RASH  LAME  (84)0  Sherwood  10-tC-H        J   Osborne 
409  2JI13P  JAW PMM (IS) (D)  19  Wee 9-10-11          DBrtdgaator 
410  SMS4-8  ROMANY  KWB  (28)  K   Barter  O- 10-11   MrH  Anptage 
411  2-22513  TOURBNPHDKE(2B)  (TO  H   Kn.glrM3-rM   Mr  J   CldMy  (5) 

US^KIlOydeCky^HAMVAT, 

M   A   Flbgsrtld  (9-2);  S,  rh— ilnbe  Mew 

(40-1);  3,  Jason's  Bor  (7-4  10  ran.  2)t, 
IQ.  (J  Edwards)  Tots  £5.20:  £1.60.  £1370. 
£1  JO.  Dull  F-  £719.60.  Trio:  £272.10.  CSF £12450.  Tncast  £38338  I 

MO  (An  M   110yd*  Hdojt  1,  SUN 
sumn,  E   Wynns  (1 1-11;  *,  Landed  Can- 

ary (5-1);  3,  Country  Storm  (12-11. 6-4  lav Md/LiMt'sArr  Bran  1. IS. (T Fprswn Tow 
£14.00:  □   43  £2.00.  £360.  Duel  F   £32.73 

Trio  C84.50.CSF  ‘T0BS  Tr  least  C746.03. 

3-40  (3m  Cll)l1,  SISTER  STEPHANIE,  O 
Uccoun  (5-4  lav):  2,  Holy  SBng  (12-1).  J, 
WoocSanda  Boy  (16-1).  11  ran.  9.  9.  (G 

UcCoun)  T«e-  E2.10:  £1J0.  £2.70.  £4.13 
Dual  F.  El 7.4a  7rnr  £82. B0  CSF.  £17.01. 

TrlcAOt  D64  HI 

4.10  (2xn  11  OyttoHdtoXI.  DARIUS  THB 
GREAT,  J   A   McCarthy  (18-11:  2,  KentoH 

(5-3.  S.IHtaL'rnThn  John  (10-1).  Evens  lav 
All  Clear  10  ran.  3K.  29.  (D  A' arks i   Tola 
£7793  £390  £1.10  £3-60  Dual  F   C53S0 

Trio  [65 10  CSF  £55  48 
4,«0(3mCh»1.  HOLLAND  HOUSE,  Mr  C 

Vigors  (11-41;  a,  CoetM  Ml  |2-i  lav);  a, 
Cooldw  Gold  (5-1).  ID  ran.  Hd.  23  V   Cham- 

mgsj  Tow  C4IO;  £1  JO.  £140.  E1.S3  Dual  F: £S  40.  Tnd  £640.  CSF:  EB.7S. 

5.10  (2m  IlOydak  1,  ST  HELLION 

DRIVE.  □   Bridgwater  (5-4  lav);  2,  Die 
Crooked  Oak  (20-1);  X   TVwo  Rhyme 
(33-1).  12  ran.  8.  dlsL  (M  Pipe)  Tote.  £2^0. 
£l.5a  £5.00.  £13.10.  Dual  F   £«.«).  Trio: 

£190  40  CSF-  £29.66. 

OUADPOTc  C49  00.  PLACS>am£11B4a 

UNG  FIELD 
2-10(77):  1,  WAYPOINT.  T   Eprake  110-11: 
Z.  Don M   Asian  (2-7  lav):  3,  Victory  , 

Bowed  (5-1X  6   ran.  IS. 5.  IF)  Charlton) Tola.  ; 
£15.10:  MOO,  £1.13  Dual  F:  £2.40  C8F: 

£1375. 

2^S  (2m):  1.  CAPTAIN  MARMALADE  J 

TftlOllI  Ti;T. D.Mtaenim  hiBaitler khmtar  |5-1).  0-4  Fav  Alice  Cyrano.  Bran 

1   2S  ID  Thom)  Tore-  £7.60:  £1.10.  £233 

£22a  Dual  F-  £27.40  CSF  £45.11. 
UO  (1m  2 fh  1,  ERRANT,  J   Quinn  (8-1^ 

412  1V-PPZ3  NUXIONI  BEACH  (15)  M   Plpei  1-1M   J   Lower 
413  JCf-3lP1  TUDOR  FABLE  (26)  N   Hamnne  8-iD-d       -MAFRigemU 

414  53U0M  BOLD  CHOKE  (8)  RFnwTO-W-O          -JPhm 
415  6154ZT  BAEJ0N AM (12} P Dalton 6-10-4   CManto 
41B  P2B23P  SNUB  A   BUCK  (15)  DEtawrth  13-10-0       JPKnlay  7k 
417  620U2  PMM BIDSBai (83) (IF) M Hammond 6-10-0   MDmoady 
41B  533451  DBF  DBCISWN  (20)  PCheadirough  10-10-0   R   Supple 
4is  134512  JOE  WHITE  (23)  jHJphnaon  10-10-0   -       PCartany 
430  35-T06  CROPflEDY LAD  (B4)P Webber  B-HM)   RBeleny 
421  324-0Z3  CMAS1M.  PASHM  (17)  0   Btrrcftrtl  12-KM1   Pay  law fa  (3) 
TOP  FOM  TVS:  Keee  B,Temeee  Pitorn  7,  ON  toUge  5 

■entoy  11-2  Old  Brag*.  6-1  Toureen  Prince.  8-1  Tudor  Fable.  Back  Bar.  6-1  IKeec.  10-1  Go  UiMfial. 
12-1  SOalghl Teh.  14-1  SaBorJtai.Bu delaine. Mena  Boston  21  nun 

FORM  aUDB-OU)  BNBGE:Ud3n  to  4tb.  tad  luL  all  oul  O   bl  Can  a   A   DavU  iChettOTlemaim.  Gd-SRj. 
TOUHMN  PRNCb  Ewiy  chance  laeLune  pace.  3rd.  5l  bhdkiaamur  (Uidtav  3m.  Gdl 

TUDOR  FABUE  Always  promlneiu.  led  tan.  onvea  out  to  bl  Wytam  aa  INemury  2*m,  Gd-SIIL 
BACK  BAA  KMd  IV.  Ml*  2nd  4   oil.  rtancs  laat  no  anra  Bat »   2nd  W   love  71*  Lord  [Naas  Z&n. 

DV^&Haae  eioei.  weyed  on  etmogiy  ban  2   ouL  u   PIMS  OUNNEH  Inv  mb)  by  H I   Sedge  le  id  Sim,  aai 
OO  UM HIJIVAI- Led  a   itlh.  outpaced  born  4   oul.  21 1 3rd  ID  Valla ni  WanWrlDancaBw  2nOI  GtFFml. 
SAILOR  JMt  Led 4 auL  hard  ridden  IkLU Lany'a Lord  eh  hd  (UKbmbi  ImSI.  Gdj. 

4.20  aUMUVETAHNWBSAJIY  NOVICE  HURDLE  4TO  ton  110ydeC28^M 

901  S153M  ESCARRROUCdTO (TON  Pipe  11-4   D Bridgeton 
6M  4213E8  ANLAB  (14)  P   Hahbe  11-0       RltaweS 
6M  22130  DAMNNO  (149  (TOS  Sherwood  11-0   JOeberee 
SM  2F1  SDBLWHS  DU  H0UUN  (13)  (D)  F   llurphy  11-0  —     PCtoheny 

EOS  OKS  FLOW  BACK  (27)  GEnrtgh111-0       JRKtonaagh* 
60S  411  MARCHANT  mo  (33)  (D)k4  Hammond  lVO   M   Defer 
507  2   NO  PATTON  (138)  G   L   MOOTS  11-0   LWw 
6M  114V  OUR KRB(14) (TON Hecdenmivo    MAPIegeraH* 
SM  05116  ZAHAM (14) (O) D Meholaon  11-0   APHcCey 
510  11F  PKMn,AWTEOAYS(14)(0)(Ef)  Ula*  H   Knlahl  10-9   J   FTMey 
511  13  UATTA BREEZE (14) (TODNUalm ID-9   RDmeoady 
512  MZ2  MSTUKUBTT  (14)(D)  N   Twtelorv-Osvles  10-9   CUM*h> 
TOP  FOM  TIPS:  Dehidetoe  Page  13Pdde*U  DuMneBa^NleMag— tt7 

MMv  7-2  Debumne  Days.  S-2  Edehres  Du  UmilbL  5-1  Usyngwa,  6-1  EscuuHb  ua.  7-1  Haa«  Brwce 
2ab«Kfl.  6-1  CVt  Kris.  10-1  UWBN  UBig.  W-1  Danpng  llnnn 

FORM  MBM-m.  lelQUEm  Every  chance  Wttan  *8  gwyhampeied  an  finis  led  3rt.  bai  41.  placed  2nd. 
bhd  Paddy  a   Return  ICietonham  Ball  Gd-Sb).  wdn  HATTA  BHETIE  (iwetal  lE  lutfer  back,  atnaar  a   to 
ESCAIUEBGUEfonve  SDL  ZAflADI  |gave  SB),  atari  app  last  Ml  DANLIWG  [pave  5D)  liui.  AULAHIgava 
SM  braKffdoenand.  OUR  KRIS  [gave  SO)  Wl  2nd.  DEBUTANTE  DATS  ItaraW  tali  UL 
BMWBS  DO  MOUlHiLad  On  H   taa.qn  tokened  iv  tor  easy  3B  win  over  Dally  Boy  INncarilg  fin.  5«1 
HADCHANTMDiOi  Wadb  all  dear  1   eta,  etammed  Dally  Bor  IN ’.itoydixa  2n.  hvyl 

OnnANlE  DAY*  PendtWBM  den.  tad  aco  3   «A  qnfckenea  ctaarltaL  bl  EDELWEIS  DU  U0LU4  tree 

Ifc)  by  2»  (Uttaster  2m.  &M1U 
ZABADk  Pnoi  to  ChMenham,  mistake  tad.  Brim  ou  u   bl  WSTSIGUETT  (tec  i»l  IN.  Mb  OUR  AMS 
iga«e  4tb)  anodeMS  away  3rd  rKamptan  2m.  Hvyl 

4.50  CtIVBE  RAPA  HOVKHMMTTBS'  CHASE  (Amtoaura)  an  If  C7,'Oa 

801  D-  AHDajKStMAN  (338)  J   PortST  9-12-0   C   Barnett 

003  OOI-F21  BALLY  MOT  (11)  J   OCaBaghwi  5-CM)     J>Mm 
603  2-iF  COLOMAL NELLY (14) UmOGrtnell 8-12-0     PHeoUag 

604  BV-63  MBS  BAR  (13)  NPonral  7-12-0     ASeaanee 
505  220-222  J0NIDIY7M  FOX  («2)M  G   Hudec  B-12-0    _T  lumbar* 
•»  1   SPACYCAPPA  [17)  MtaVStophetie  8-12-0   JHuYStoptwm 
607  2-211  W1IPMP  (12)  CD)  kU»J  Storey  7-12-Q     -C  Storey 
BOB  060nl-12  AWINDYCm2EH(13)(BF)  Mrs  Chicks  7-11-9   -RHIeks 
6M  U00QMJ1  SOURIMLLSDAUQHTBI  (22)9  frookriew  9-1 1-9   ■EmSBatotoea 
TOP  FORM  TVS:  Wurlmp  a,  OetoeM  KeBy  7,  Bely  Me4  6 

Mto^  5-2  Wuamp.  3-1  Colonial  Kety.  9-2  Space  Ceprv.  6-1  Bally  Rtot  6- PA  Windy  Clean.  10-1 
Antorsenao,  12-1  Johnny  The  Fn.  20-1  Squirrel tadaug net  B   nmn 

•   BUnkered  Tor  the  first  time  today:  LEICESTER  055  Roynl  Dancer.  AINTREE 
Loo  Red  Light  320  Our  Krts;  520  Native  Fteu.  TAUNTON  3.55  Captain  DoUbrd. 

of  the  Manor,  d   Slovens.  S,  LCerrtee,  J 

Ibeadwa  (7-2).  S-1  lav  Loeorotondo.  6   Chavez.  11  ran.  i   8   (W  Moo).  Britton  Tote 

ran.  1.  3*  (0  Cosgrove)  Tote:  £7.33  £4.00.  Dividends:  £1.80:  El.iO.  £380  £483  DF: 
£180  Dual  RCI&SO  CSF:  £32.39. 

*50  flat):  1,  VICTORY  TEAJN,  R   Coch- rane (4-1  lav):  Z,  WefldU  Brah  (i*-i );  S, Antnarm  Cower  (14-1).  10  ran.  1,  3   (G 

Balding)  Tote:  £3.50,  ci.20.  £4.50.  C4Ja 
Dual  F   £6823  Trio'  £238  40.  CSF:  £54  04. TricasT  £833.18. 

4AO  (Bf>  1,  ROWLAWXSONS  STUD, 
DaneO  Nelli  |B-1);2,Dmci»a  Jaek(ll-l): 

S,  ArSngtsn  Lady  (Evens  lav).  B   ran.  26.  A 
(QL  Moore)  Tots  £1023  £2.60.  £2.70  £1.13 
Dual  F.  £29.60.  CSF:  £73 14.  Trlcast  E14B.34. 

4-50  (Iwi  4f^  1,  COt-OSSE,  J   CXl.fin  (4-6 tav):  a,  needy  To  Draw  (6-1):  3,  Boo  of Tricks  (9-4)  5   ran.  23  an  ltd.  (J  Eyre)  Touk 
Cl  30.  El  .10.  £2.10.  Duel  F;  C1-0C-  CSF.  £6.06. 

QUADMTk  £51.73 PLACEPOT:  £2 19^0. 
DUBAI 

K4X)  (Tm  2l)i  1,  CKUUL  a   Bailey:  SfSmal  • 

£1570  Trbr  £390 

4 
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Soccer    

Diehard  protests  over  European  debacle  in  Bordeaux  mar  Berlusconi’s  1 0th  anniversary  in  charge  at  the  San  Siro 

Milan  caught  by  fans’  bitter  backlash 

AFTER  the  success 
Milan  have  enjoyed 

under  Silvio  Berlus- 
coni it  might  have 

been  expected 
 
that  his  10th 

anniversa
ry  

in  charge  of  the 
club  would  have  been  cause 

for  celebratio
n. 

Instead  more  than  100  fans 

marked  the  occasion  by  hurl- 

ing eggs  at  the  team  bus  out- 
side the  San  Siro  before  Sun- 

day's Serie  A   game  against 
Parma. 

Inside  the  stadium  the  play- 
ers were  greeted  by  a   chorus 

of  silence  from  diehard  fans 
holding  banners  attacking  the 
team  over  the  3-0  Uefe  Cup 

defeat  by  Bordeaux,  the  club's worst  in  Europe  since  1978. 

“You  can  lose  the  derby  and 

the  cup  but  not  your  dignity” was  emblazoned  on  one  of  the banners. 

Although  the  protests  were 

not  directed  at  Berlusconi  he 

was  quick  to  criticise  them. 
“Milan  fans  do  not  behave 

like  this.”  he  said.  “When  you 

think  of  a   team  that  has  suf- 
fered the  kind  of  Incidents 

Milan  has  gone  through  and 

yet  still  leads  the  league,  this 

kind  of  action  is  out  of  order.” 
The  demonstrations  reflected 

a   sense  of  unease,  despite  the 
team’s  Impressive  domestic 

performances  which  contin- ued with  a   3-0  victory  over 

Parma  that  put  them  eight 

points  clear.  For  the  first  time 

in  four  seasons  they  have failed  to  reach  a   final  in 

Europe,  having  appeared  in 
the  last  three  in  the  Champi- 

ons' Cup. 

Many  commentators  believe Milan  are  approaching  a 
watershed  after  a   decade  of 
success.  The  future  of  the 

coach  Fabio  Capello  is  uncer- tain and  speculation  is  rife 
that  he  is  to  join  Parma  at  the 

end  of  the  season. The  team  have  an  ageing 
defence  including  three 

thirty-somethings-  Last  week 
the  Gazzetta  dello  Sport  de- 

clared Milan  to  be  on  the 
verge  of  breakdown  because 
of  injuries  and  a   worrying 
lack  of  aggression  in  Europe. 

In  attack  George  Weah.  who 
has  been  outstanding  despite 
missing  four  weeks  playing 
for  Liberia  in  the  African 

Nations  Cup,  is  out  for  an- other month  after  breaking 
his  arm  in  Bordeaux,  and 

Roberto  Baggio  has  shown  lit- tle consistency  since  his  move 
from  Juventus. 
Perhaps  more  worryingly 

for  rossoneri  fans,  there  are 

signs  that  their  long-dormant 
city  rivals  Intenuunonale  are 
reawakening  under  Roy 
Hodgson. 

However,  for  some  observ- ers the  fans  have  been  spoilt 

by  success  and  are  over-react- ing. “Can  a   defeat,  even  if  it's a   bad  one.  really  mean  the 

loss  of  dignity  of  a   team  that 
is  winning  its  fourth  title  in 

five  years?"  asked  the  Gaz- zetta dello  Sport 

“I  don't  understand  them," 
said  Gianni  Rivera,  one  of  the 

greatest  players  in  Milan's history.  Paolo  Maldini,  the 
Milan  and  Italy  defender,  has 
told  the  fans  they  must  learn 
how  to  lose. 
Defeat  does  not  happen 

often,  and  winning  the  title  — 
and  with  it  a   place  in  the 

Champions'  League  —   should go  9ome  way  to  assuaging  the 
criticism. 
•   Russia  are  considering 

following  Germany’s  example 
by  bringing  their  own  meat  to 
England  for  the  European 

Championship  because  of  the current  scare  over  British 

beef. 

“The  disease  worries  us, 

said  Nikita  Simonyan.  vice- 

president  of  Russia’s  Soccer Union.  “We  are  flunking  of 

taking  some  foodstuffs  with 
us  after  we  learned  what  the 
Germans  were  planning  to  do. 

But  in  principle  British  food- stuffs are  of  superior  quality, 

as  well  as  their  cooks." 
He  said  officials  were  still 

considering  what  action  to 
take,  including  the  possibility of  taking  a   team  cook. 

•   A   referee  is  reported  to 
have  been  beaten  and  knocked 
unconscious  after  a   a   Russian 

premier  league  match  in. 

Berlusconi...  critical  of  fans 

which  he  had  awarded  a   con trovers ial  penalty  to  Spartak 

Vladikavkaz  enabling  them  to earn  a   I-l  draw  with  Dynamo 

Moscow.  A   Dynamo  official  is 
alleged  to  have  bundled  the 
official.  Yuri  Chebotaryov. 

into  the  team’s  dressing room,  when?  the  assault  is 
said  to  have  occurred. 

Republic  of  Ireland  0,  Russia  2 

Keane  sent 
off  as  Irish 

luck  runs  out 
Cynthia  Bateman 

THE  Irish  are  begin- 
ning to  wonder  if  they 

used  up  all  their  leg- 
endary good  luck.  A 

missed  penalty,  a   disallowed 

goal  and  a   header  that  hit  the 
bar  left  them  with  a   familiar 

result  after  two  stunning 

goals  from  the  Russians.  Then 
to  cap  it  all  Keane  was  sent  off 
seconds  before  the  whistle  for 
a   reckless  challenge  on  the 
substitute  Tetradze. 

Nevertheless  there  were  en- 
couraging signs  for  the  new 

manager  Mick  McCarthy 
after  his  first  game  in  charge. 
On  a   crisp  dry  night  per- 

fect for  football.  Lansdowne 
Road  was  packed  close  to  Its 
46,000  capacity.  One  impor- 

tant man  was  missing,  but  his 
presence  was  still  felt  here  as 
the  crowd  observed  a   min- 

ute's silence  for  Jack  Charl- 
ton’s mother  Cissie,  who  died 

on  Tuesday.  The  farewell  had 
been  intended  to  be  Charl- 

ton's to  the  Irish  supporters, until  he  was  called  home. 
McCarthy  bad  promised 

farewells  of  a   different  sort: 
the  new  era  in  Irish  football, 
he  said,  would  see  an  end  to 
the  long  ball  in  favour  of  the 
system  his  players  were  used 
to  at  their  clubs,  with  the  ball 
played  out  from  the  back 
three  and  with  two  wing- 
backs  pushing  forward. 

Given,  the  19-year-old  debu- 
tant goalkeeper,  was  tested 

early  by  the  Russians  but 

Given . . .   difficult  debut 

showed  no  sign  of  nerves  as 
the  Karlsruhe  striker  Kirya- 
kov,  one  of  eight  players  in 
the  side  with  clubs  outside 
Russia,  produced  a   first  shot 
which  the  Blackburn  goal- 

keeper. now  on  loan  at  Sun- 
derland. saved  confidently  at 

the  foot  of  the  near  post 

The  Irish  grew  more  com- fortable with  one  another  as 
half-time  approached.  But 
after  a   25-yard  free-kick  from 
McAteer  failed  to  deceive  the 
goalkeeper,  the  Russians 
counter-attacked  swiftly. 
When  Kanchelskis,  the 

Everton  winger,  produced  a 
slick  move  followed  by  a 
clever  back-heel,.  Mostovoi, 
the  Strasbourg  midfielder, 
drilled  in  a   superb  shot  from 
20  yards  which  gave  Given  no 
chance  and  the  Russians  the 
lead  11  minutes  before  the 
interval. 
The  Irish  lost  Townsend 

with  a   knock  and  Kenna 

replaced  him  at  half-time.  The 
Russians  made  two  substitu- 

tions and  within  eight  min- 
utes of  the  restart  went  fur- ther ahead. 

Kernaghan  hoofed  the  ball 
Into  the  stand  for  a   comer, 
from  which  Mostovoi,  the 
scorer  of  the  first  goal,  pro- 

duced wonderful  skills  to  set 
up  the  strike.  Kolyvanov.  the 
Foggia  striker,  accepted  with 

alacrity  and  produced  a   sting- 
ing. swerving  right-foot  shot with  Given  rooted. 

Cascarino  replaced  Al- 
dridge on  the  hour,  and  the 

Irish  had  their  best  spell.  In 
the  64th  minute  Quinn 
headed  against  the  bar  and 
the  Irish  then  missed  a   penal- 

ty when  the  goalkeeper 

blocked  Staunton's  spot-kick. 
A   headed  “goal”  from  Quinn was  then  disallowed  and  then 
Quinn  and  Kennedy  both  had 
chances  tipped  over  the  bar. 
REPUBLIC  OP  IRELAND!  Cl  van 

(Sunderland);  McGrath  (Aston  Villa). 
■Carnation  (Mancnesisr  City),  Stanton 
(Aston  Villa),  Mo  At  ear  (Liverpool). 
Phelan  (Manchester  City),  Kama 
(Manchester  Untied).  Tnanand  (Aston 
Villa).  Kennedy  (Uverpool).  Aldridge 
(Tranmere),  Mnn  (Manchester  City) 
RUSSIA:  Cbarefieaaevj  lUnaftelskte. 

(Radchenko,  40  min),  Karpin, 
Tefanhafcac  (Tatrathce.  40),  Mostovoi. 
Kirlakav  (Semen  tanka  v,  08), 

baOaaov,  71). 

H   Liryten  (Netnertantfs). 

Quick  release . . .   the  Republic's  Staunton  gets  rid  of  the  ball  as  the  Russian  Karpin  lunges  into  the  tackle 
PHOTOGRAPH:  ALAN  BETSON 

Northern  Ireland  0,  Norway  2 

Hamilton’s  men  find  no  way  against  Norway 
Michael  Walker 

ON  A   soulless  night  in 
Belfast  the  promise  of 

Bryan  Hamilton's young  Northern  Ireland 
team  evaporated  like  confi- 

dence in  cattle  farming. 

Their  five-goal  show 
against  Austria  here  last 
November  seemed  very 

long  ago  indeed.  Norway 
were  less  than  brilliant,  but 
did  enough  to  explain  why 

only  a   last-match  defeat  by 
Holland  kept  them  out  of 

Euro  '96. 

Five  English-based  Nor- 
wegians and  another  two 

on  the  bench  made  this  es- 
sentially a   Premiership 

clash,  though  the  atmo- sphere in  the  early  stages 
was  more  reminiscent  of  a 
reserve-team  match. 
Not  even  an  early  burst 

by  Gillespie,  the  mug- punter  turned  winger, 
could  rouse  a   sparse  crowd 
and  the  silence  deepened  as 

the  home  captain  Wor- 
thington was  twice  forced 

to  clear  the  ball  from  his 
own  line  in  the  opening  10 
minutes. 

United  lose  their  appeal 
Ian  Bom 

*   M   ANCHESTER  United's 
|\/l pride  and  pocket  were I   V   I   hit  yesterday  when 
they  lost  their  appeal  against 
a   £20,000  fine  for  illegally  ap- 

proaching one  of  the  coun- 
try's most  promising  young 

players. United  had  been  trying  to 
overturn  an  FA  commis- 

sion’s verdict  reached  on 
January  29,  which  found 
them  guilty  of  poaching  the 
former  Oldham  Athletic 
schoolboy  David  Brown.  In 
addition  to  the  fine.  United 
must  now  pay  the  costs  of 
both  the  original  hearing  and 
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yesterday’s  appeals  commis- sion at  Lancaster  Gate. 

United’s  appeal  to  the  three- 
man  commission  was  pre- 

sented by  the  club  director 
and  solicitor  Maurice  Wat- 

kins, who  argued  that  their 
approach  to  the  17-yearold 
was  within  football’s  rules 
and  regulations.  "There  was 
no  suggestion  of  any  wrong- 

doing by  Manchester  United," he  said.  “It  is  how  the  rules 
are  interpreted,  and  we  felt 
we  had  put  forward  a   good, 
sound  argument  If  an  associ- 

ated schoolboy  receives  an 
offer  of  a   trainee  position  be- 

fore March  1   we  feel  it  is  le- 
gitimate he  can  talk  to  other 

clubs. 

Tennis 

“We  felt  we  were  working 
within  the  rules  and  are  dis- 

appointed with  today's  result The  rules  need  clarifying  and, 
although  no  further  appeal  is 
allowed,  I   think  we  will  be 
pressing  the  Premier  League 

to  look  at  the  rule-book.” The  January  verdict  came 
only  a   fortnight  after  United 
had  been  censured  by  the  FA 
In  a   similar  case  involving  a 

young  Arsenal  player.  Mat- thew Wicks. 
Unlike  Wicks.  Brown  has 

stayed  at  Old  Trafford  and 
United  will  learn  from  the 

Football  League  appeals  com- 
mittee next  month  the 

amount  of  compensation  they 

must  pay  Oldham. 

Florida’s  big  four  thunder  on 

THE  United  States'  big guns  —   Pete  Sampras, 
Andre  Agassi.  Jim  Courier 
and  Michael  Gtiang  —   duly 
thundered  into  the  quarter- 

finals of  the  Lipton  Champi- 
onships at  Key  Biscayne  in 

Florida  yesterday. 
Sampras  and  Agassi  boomed 

out  straight-sets  wins  over 

Todd  Martin  and  Canada's Sebastien  Lareau,  but 
Courier  and  Chang  were  In 
more  muffled  form.  Courier 

dropped  the  opening  set  to 

Australia's  Michael  Tebbutt 
before  winning  S-6,  6-4.  7-5. 
and  Chang  showed  Inconsis- 

tent form  in  beating  the  deter- 
mined Czech  Petr  Korda  6-3, 

3-6. 6-3. 

"This  is  the  best  match  I've 
played  in  a   couple  of  weeks 

now."  said  Sampras,  wbo 
hopes  to  regain  the  world 
No.  1   spot  with  a   tournament 
victory.  Some  of  his  first 
serves  were  timed  at  l30mph. 

The  last  eight  are  com- 
pleted by  Goran  Ivanisevic  of 

Croatia,  Arnaud  Boetsch  of 
France  and  two  unseeded 
Americans.  Michael  Joyce 
and  Vince  Spadea,  who 
respectively  upset  Marc 
Rosset  of  Switzerland  and 

Richard  Krajicek  of  Holland. 

Steffi  Graf,  the  women’s  top 
seed,  was  extended  to  7-6.  6-3 
by  Kimiko  Date  of  Japan  and 
had  the  bonus  of  avoiding  her 
German  rival  Anke  Huber  in 
the  semi  finals;  the  American 
Lindsay  Davenport  took 

Huber's  place  after  a   surpris- 
ingly quick  6-a.  6-  i   win. 

Third  Dane 

set  for  Ibrox 
EKKEL  BECK,  currently 

iplaying  for  Fortuna  Co- 
logne in  Germany's  second 

division,  is  expected  to  be- come the  third  Danish  player 

on  Rangers*  books  in  a   deal 
worth  £866,000.  The  22-year- 
old  will  join  his  fellow  inter- nationals Brian  Laudrup  and 
Erik  Bo  Andersen  at  Ibrox, 
according  to  a   Danish 
newspaper. 

Beck’s  adviser  Kurt  Beh- 
rens said  yesterday  that  there 

was  also  interest  from  Ham- 
burg and  a   top  Spanish  club 

but  that  the  striker  wanted  to 
go  to  Glasgow,  if  personal 
terms  could  be  sorted  out. 
"Mikkel  kind  of  likes  the 

idea  of  going  to  Scotland  and 
joining  up  with  Brian  and 

Erik  Bo  at  Rangers,”  said Behrens.  "I  do  not  know  the 
position  of  talks  between 
Rangers  and  his  club  but 
everyone  is  telling  me  il  Is 

very  positive." 
Charlton  have  strength- 

ened their  promotion-chasing 
squad  by  spending  £400,000  on 
the  Queens  Park  Rangers 
striker  Bradley  Allen,  who 
has  failed  to  hold  a   regular 

place  in  QPR’s  first  team  this season  despite  an  Impressive 
strike-rate  of  27  goals  in  80  ap- 

pearances for  them. 
He  joins  Charlton  only  24 

hours  after  the  First  Division 

club  signed  the  Everton  de- 
fender Matt  Jackson  on  a 

month's  loan.  The  manager 
Alan  Curbishley  could  recoup 
about  £250.000  of  his  outlay  on 
Allen  by  selling  Kim  Grant, 
who  is  having  talks  with Luton. 

Bolton,  wallowing  in  the 
Premiership  basement,  have 
signed  the  19-year-old  striker 
Scott  Taylor  from  Millwall  for 
an  initial  fee  of  £150.000. 

A   break  by  Norway's  lan- guid midfielder  Rudi  Breed 
Solbakken  for  a   toe-poked 
shot  and  two  minutes  later 
an  inswinging  corner  from 

Bjoraedye  again  saw  Wor- thington come  to  his  goal- 

keeper’s rescue. It  took  Northern  Ireland 
26  minutes  to  win  a   corner, 
fittingly  rather  easily 
cleared,  and  as  four  Norwe- 

gians swept  upfield  they 
found  themselves  con- 

fronted by  only  two  defend- 
ers. Rudi  neatly  found  Fjor- 

toft.  captain  when 
Thorstvedt  is  substitute. 

Results 

Soccer 

FRIENDLY  INTERNATIONALS 

Not  thorn  Ireland  (0)  O   Worwf  (0)  2 

5.343  Sotekjaer  61.  Osterrstad  78 

Rap  of  Ireland  (01  0   Roast*  (1)  2 

41.600  Motto hvo  34.  KoUvanov  54 

Vuooalavia  1.  Romania  a   Portugal  i. 
Gieece  ft  Germany  2.  Denmark  0:  Poland 

ft  Sloven  ta  0. 
ENDSLEIQH  LEAGUE 

First  Division 

H1 1 

Allen  IB 

ft335 

Third  Division 

Port  Vdr  (2)  2 

Naylor  6.  Griffiths  43 

(01  t   Unotdn  (0)  O 
Cross  81  1.631 

EUROPEAN  U— 21  CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Ontar-RnaJ,  seeded  Ids  Spain  2. 

Ctac h   R epubitc  l. TRANSFERS:  Gary  Hobson,  deiendar. 

Hull  City  to  Brighton.  030.000:  Bradley 
Allen,  striker.  OPR  to  Chariton.  £400.000; 

Terry  Sfclvenon,  d Blonder.  Chelsea  to 

Wycombe,  tree:  Soon  Taytor.  striker.  Mttl- 
*all  lo  Button.  £150,000+. 
PONTIUS  LEAGUE:  First  PldllliK 

Nown  Forest 3.  Darby  i;  Trarvnorel.  Notts 
County  0:  Weal  Brom  ft  Shell  Wed  3. Second  BMHarr  Barnsley  2.  A non  VUta 

1;  Burnley  1,  Mansfield  ft  Huddersfield  1. 
Blackpool  2,  Hun  0.  York  1;  Preston  c.  Sun- 

derland ft  Rotherham  ft  Leicester  2.  Third 
QMafem  Bury  0.  Darlington  ft  Cheater  4. 

Ooncaskw  ft  Rochdale  0.  Carlisle  ft  Wal- 
sall ft  Scunthorpe  0 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
Hrat  DhWon  Bristol  Rots  2.  Watford  2: 

Charlton  1.  Ipswich  ft  Oxford  ua  1,  Nor- 
wtctt  (.  Southampton  0.  Luton  I.  Swindon 

1.  MlffwaH  3:  Tottenham  3.  Brighton  ft 
Puttpuncdi  Crystal  Palace  v   Arsenal 
Second  Division!  Bath  1.  Cardltl 

4;Boumemouih  3.  Cheltenham  1. 
SPRINGHEATH  PRINT  CAPITAL 
LEAGUE:  Brentford  I,  Peterborough  1; 

Wokingham  Tn  0,  Cofcheater  Utd  5 

ASIAN  OLYMPIC  OUAUFKRSa  Itate 
South  Korea  2,  Japan  1;  Saudi  Arabia,  1 

Iraq  ft 

DUTCH  LEAGUE:  Twena  Enschede  3, 

PSV  Eindhoven  ft  Sparta  Rotterdam  2. 
Rods  JC  Keriuade  ft  Vtteaae  Arnhem  ft 

Do  Graatoehap  Doetlncheffl  1.  Fortuna  SH- tard  2.  Utrecht  1.  Feyenoord  Rotterdam  2. 
Willem  II  Tilburg  ft  A|u  Amsterdam  2.  Go 

Ahead  Eagles  Deventer  1;  Volendam  2, Groningen  I. 

Rugby  Union CLUB  MATCH]  Moturtey  33.  RAF  9. 

SUPER  12t  Auckland  Blues  48.  Western 
Province  30. 

Tennis 

UPTON  CHAMPIONSHIPS  (Key  Bia- 
cane.  Florida]:  Mem  Fourth  round]  M 

Joyce  (US)  61  U   Rotaet  (Switz)  £-4.  6-1.  V 

hit  a   post  when  he  should 
have  scored.  Rudi  was 

equally  culpable  a   few  min- utes later  when,  having 
found  space  in  the  box.  he 

badly  mis-hit  his  shot. Only  Gillespie,  playing 

his  first  game  for  over  a 
month,  showed  any  spark 
for  Northern  Ireland  and 
even  he  was  subdued  by  his 
usual  standards.  Soon 
after  the  break  Solskjaer 

broke  the  deadlock,  swivel- 

ling on  to  Rekdal's  pass  for 
a   shot  that  touched  McDon- 

ald’s leg  and  looped  ' over 
Fettis.  Twelve  minutes 

(USJblR  Krai  look  (Netb)  7-8.  fr-ft 
A   Boetach  (Fr)  M   S   Edberg  (Swe)  3-8. 
6-4.  8-ft  M   Clue  1 1|  (US)  bt  P   Korda  (C2) 
6-3.  3-6.  6-3;  A   Agees*  (US)  bt  S   Lareau 

iCanl  8-4.  ft-C  O   hranliiili  (Crol  M   A 
Medvedev  (Ukr)  7-6. 6-4:  P   Stonprea  (US) 
bt  T   Martin  (US)  6-3.  6-4;  g   Courier  (US) 

bt  M   Tebbua  (Aus)  3-6.  6-4.  7-5. Womens  Onerin  Wnelei  L   Deueuporl 

(US)  bt  A   Huber  (Ger)  6-0.  6-1;  S   Oral 
(Gar)  bt  K   Date  (Japan)  7-6.  6-3. 

Basketball 
NBAi  Atlanta  114.  Toronto  m:  Washing, 
ton  06.  Cleveland  6ft  Detroit  86.  Vancouver 
7&  Indiana  103.  Boston  98:  LA  Lakers  lift 
Orlando  91:  New  York  83.  Houston  74; 
Charlotte  119.  Denver  1 12  (otZ):  Phoenix 
102.  Sacramento  98:  Seattle  114.  Golden 
Elate  lOft  clippers  103,  Milwaukee  97. 

from  time  Ostenstad  fin- 
ished off  Rudj’s  cross  from 

four  yards,  and  the  final  in- 
dignity for  the  home  side came  time  when  Dowie  was 

dismissed  for  elbowing 

Jobnsen. 
NORTHERN  IRELAND:  Fettle  (Norm 

Forest),  Lomas  (Men  Cl.  Worthington 

(Leeds  Utd  I   (Howland,  West  Ham.  561.  HB 
(Leicester).  McDonald  lOPR).  Lee 

t Leicester,  nilaspls  (Newcastle).  0*1 (Hlbs)l  McMahon.  Spurs.  62).  Ot 
(West  Ham).  Hamilton 
(South  amp  ton)  (Patterson.  Luton.  46). 
HuMiee  (Waal  Ham). 
NORWAY)  Pin  ilia.  (Tborstvcdt,  43), 
H salami,  Jotwiaao,  Berg,  BJornatiy, 
HndL  SoJbakkon  (Londeknm,  SB), 

-   n   (lahohsan,  24),  ~ 

74L  RMtdaL  Setok 

(Wales) 

Bowls WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Adelaide) 
Wngleto  Kart! on  At  P   Btfilim  (FIJI)  bt 

J   Riveros  (Arg^Sft-lK  T   ADooefc  (Eng)  bt N   Kenna 

1 25-24;  O   Fowler  (Kan)  bt 

T   Martial  (Thal£25-ft  Section  Rt  R 

iady  (t 

al  (Th; 

(NZ)  bt  P   Knight  (Br)  26-11;  J 
(Guemeay)  M   8   Allen  (Ire)  25-20;  B 
oi  (Mat)  bt  J   l   Vancleveoier  (Zamj 

25-7;  R   Corale  (Scot)  bt  A   Thomas  (Swzl 
25-4,  Section  C.  D   CaBtz  (Namibia)  bt  A 

Hid*  (Bots)  25-17;  H   Q— and  (Can)  bt  J 
P   Pomateu  (PNG)  2S-R  J   RatUi  (ter)  bt 

Hon  Yoong  Chel  (8ing)  25-ft  N   Borkate 
(SA)  MZ  Baba  (Mai)  25-13.  Sootkan  D*  K 
Korfcow  (Aua)  bt  M   P   Totoo  (Cl)  25-10;  D 

U   Mai  qr tend  (Jar)  bl  P   Shaw  (Malawi) 
2S-80;  J   Price  (W»l>  bt  T   Won  (US)  25-7. 
Frame:  Section  A:  Snsti  W   Malawi 

37— IS  Spirit md  bt  Cook  Islands  3S-S  Ire- 
land bl  Singapore  23-13:  Zimbabwe  t* 

Jersey  23-ie  lindrsEt  bt  Scotland  25-15; Ireland  ID  Zimbabwe  22-16:  Jarmoy  bt 

Singapore  33-7;  Malawi  20  Cook  Islands 

20-16.  SeaSan  Bt  New  Teelid  bt  Brnfcii 
40-13;  Canada  bt  Papu«  New  Gurnee 

19-lft  Namibia  bt  Norfolk  Island  18-17, Pspae  Now  Outeee  bt  Brazil  24-ift  New 
TsMenil  M   Canada  28-57:  Hang  Kona  bt 

Norfolk  Island  28-18.  Section  a   South 
Africa  M   Botswana  26-12.  England  bt 

Malaysia  29-18.  Ouenraey  bt  Thailand 
2S-7:  SwaHtoml  bt  Kenya  23-12:  BiglsM 

bt  Thailand  38-6:  Onomsey  to  Malaysia 

30-20:  Sesth  Africa  bt  Kenya  31-11;  Sara- 
■Rend  to  Botswana  32-12.  Section  Di  to- 

nal K   Fiji  10-17:  Moslem  Semes  bt 

United  Stales  10-16;  Wstee  M   Zambia 44-14;  Argentina  bt  Western  Samoa 
34-18;  torwel  M   Zambia  36-11.  Wato*  bt 

FIJI  18-16. 

Ice  Hockey 

WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Kaunas  Llth- 
uania)-  aroma  fc  Yugoslavia  3.  South 

Korea  1;  Spain  11.  Australia  i;  Lithuania  7 

Israel  2. Wtts  Washington  7.  NY  Islanders  1:  MBs- 
burgh  B   Si  Lute  4:  New  Jersey  ft  Tampa 

Bay  4;  Winnipeg  0.  Dallas  2. 

Cycling 
TOUR  OF  SARDINIA!  First  Mage 

(167km.  Italian  unless  stated)-  7. 0   Zoned  a 
4hr  ITmln  38soc.  2.  a   BaJTI.  3.  E   Berzin:  4. 
0   Pirrdomonlcc-  all  some  tune:  5.  a   Ctt- 
tono  at  Saec.  6.  U   Fondriwt  7.  s   Mann, 
elto;  8.  M   Toml;  9.  M   R«»alo.  10.  S   Cirni- 

ball  9L  Ttonrfhiga.  1,  Zanena  4hr  I7mln 

aasec;  2.  Baffl  at  Zwjc;  3.  Berzin  4;  4.  W*r- 
a omen  co  ft  5.  Fondrieal  8:  ft  Cotomtu  0. 
7.  Cittario  10: 8.  MarHoello:  9.  Rossato;  10. 

Toml  st 

Hockey 

INTERNATIONAL:  Qraat  Brit- 
ain 2.  France  ft 

MEN'S  RBPfUiSINTAnVIl  Hockey 

Association  XI  S.  English  Unlw  ft  East 

U-2V  3.  English  Unlvs  B   2. 

Snooker 
BENSON  AND  .   HEDGES  BUSH  MAS- 

TERS (Kildare):  FJnrt  raandt  K   Doherty 
(Ireland)  bt  J   Whits  (Eng)  6-3. 

Fixtures 

(7 JO  untesa  staled) 

Soccer UttBOND  LHAQUb  PreMdrfe  Cup: 
Semi-fine!,  flret-Iegi  Hyde  Uld  v Ousetey. 

•CIS  LEAGUE  Second  DtvMom  Tilbury 

v   Bracknell  Tn. 
PONTIUS  LEAGUE*  First:  Birmingham  C 

v   Wolverhampton  (7.0k  Newcastle  v   Leeds 

(8.0.  SI  James's  Pk):  Stoke  v   Man  Utd  (74)). 
Second:  Man  Chy  v   Bradford  (7.0).  Third: 

Wigan  v   Wrexham  (7JJ);  Lincoln  v   Scar- borough (7-0)- 

SPHINQHEATH  PRINT  CAPITAL 

LEAGUE  Grantor  Tn  v   Sutton  Uftt 

Rugby  League 
ALLIANCE:  Casttoford  v   Bradford;  Halifax 

v   Hull  KR  St  Helen*  *   Hull:  Warrington  v 

Leeds;  Wigan  v   Oldham.  Rrxt  Leigh  v 
Oewbury.  Swarton  v   Batter.  Wakened  v 
York.  Stems  Keighley  v   Hunslet  Roch- 

dale v   Hudderaflekt. 

Hockey 

CMP:  Fbnfa  OW  Loughionlana  v 

Croetyx  (746).  . TOUR  MATCM  Hounslow  v   India  (Dubes Meadows). 

•   The  French  long-distance  swimmer 

Anne  Chagnaud  has  had  a   two-year 
suspension  lor  falling  a   drug  ipsi 

ovar turned  on  oppoai.  Chagnaud.  fourth  m 
the  25km  al  tne  1894  world  cbampmiKhipa. 

lested  pamnre  for  the  stanuiim  etuphrina 
al  on  international  meeting  In  Brazil  last 

January.  Her  suspension  was  due  lo  run 
until  January  37  1937.  bid  the  international 
swimming  federation  has  partially 

Kcepted  her  appeal  and  cancodsd  her 

HspoHion  os  ot  immediate  affect. 
•   Tits  Royal  LAW  Assurance  yesterday 
announced  that  thw  wiu  not  bs  rotWwmg 

their  sparer* snip  of  lha  UK  Champlanship 
otter  a   tout-year  assooatlon  with  the 
3 part's  second  most  prestigious 

toumamenl  Ttic  companv's  currant  ttuee- 
year  agretmunl  with  the  World 
Professional  Billiard?  and  Snooker Akooclatton  ends  ihts  monlh  and  the deoieiafi  no)  to  renew  the  deal  ts  a   bitter 
bk'W  » the  ganKj'i  go-rommg  body. 

Athletics 

Lisbon 
defends 

Modahl testing 

DtpicanMaciaQr 

PORTUGUESE  officials 

wbo  conducted
  the 

doping  test  on  Diane 
Modahl  have  broken  their  19- 
month  silence  to  defend  them- 

selves after  the  Internation
al 

Amateur  Athletic  Federati
on 

said  they  had  mishandled  her 
sample.  The  1AAF,  which 

dropped  the  case  against  the British  runner  on  Monday, 

said  a   “serious  element  of doubt  existed”  about  her  guilt 
because  of  the  way  her  test 
had  been  supervised  by  the 

laboratory  in  Lisbon. When  Modahl's  medical  ex- 
perts travelled  to  Portugal  in 

August  1994  to  witness  the testing  of  the  B   sample  they 

were  horrified  at  the  condi- tions inside  the  laboratory. 
Extensive  building  work  was 

taking  place  ami  there  was  a lack  of  refrigeration  facilities 

to  store  samples.  Modahl’s sample  bad  been  kept  in  tem- 
peratures up  to  80F  for  two 

days  before  it  was  tested  and 
her  scientific  team  showed 

that  this,  by  producing  bac- 
teria. invalidated  the  test 

The  technical  director  who 

analysed  her  sample.  Profes- 
sor Jorge  Barbosa,  twice 

refused  to  come  to  London  to 

answer  questions  at  British 
Athletic  Federation  bearings. 
But  in  a   statement  yesterday 

Portugal's  Anti-Doping  Coun- 
cil said  the  laboratory  had 

acted  "strictly  within  the  ex- 
isting rules”  when  carrying 

out  the  tests,  which  found  42 
times  the  allowable  level  of 
testosterone  in  the  sample. 
The  statement  said  BAF 

representatives  had  wit- nessed the  B   ample  being 

tested  and  signed  a   document 

testifying  to  the  "correctness 

of  the  procedures”.  But  Mo- 
dahl's husband  \icente  had 

repeatedly  asked  for  the  pro- 
ceedings to  be  halted  because he  was  not  happy:  his 

requests  were  refused. The  laboratory  faces  being 

stripped  of  its  IOC  accredita- tion. It  is  its  second  mistake: 

six  years  ago  another  female runner.  Jeanne-Marie  Pipoz 
of  Switzerland,  was  inculpated 

by  the  same  laboratory  before 
medical  evidence  cleared  her. 
Modahl  says  she  will  now 

give  a   private  urine  sample 
before  every  race.  It  will  be 
sent  for  storage  to  Professor 

Simon  GaskelL  whose  evi- dence was  crucial  in  clearing 
her  name. 
•   A   Munich  court  is  due  to 

rule  today  on  Katrin  Krabbe’s appeal  for  compensation  after 
two  bans  for  taking  clenbu- 
terol  halted  her  career  in 
1992.  She  says  the  bans  by  the 
German  federation  and  IAAF 

were  illegal.  The  verdict  could 
bankrupt  bar  federation. 

Rugby League 

Bulls  bid  for 
unsettled 

McNamara 
Paul  Fitzpatrick 

RADFORD  BULLS  may 
—   'be  close  to  agreeing  a   deal 

with  Hull  for  their  Great  Brit- 
ain forward  Steve  McNamara. 

The  Bulls  are  believed  to  have 
offered  the  First  Division  dub 
£100,000  for  the  unsettled 

player. 

That  is  well  below  Hull’s list  price  of  £350,000  and  has 
been  rejected.  But  an  increase of  £10,000  or  £20.000  might 

clinch  the  deal. 
Bradford,  who  reached  the 

Challenge  Cup  final  for  the 
first  time  in  23  years  last  Sat- 

urday, have  made  inquiries 
for  Hie  34-year-o  Id  forward  be- fore. He  is  a   player  long  ad- 

mired by  the  Super  League 
club's  coach  Brian  Smith, 
who  when  he  was  coach  at 

The  Boulevard  signed  McNa- 
mara for  Hull  from  the  Skir- 

laugh  amateur  club  in  2989. 
Clive  Griffiths,  the  South 

Wales  coach,  is  trying  desper- 

ately to  build  his  squad  in 

time  for  the  new  club’s  open- 
ing fixture  against  Hull  Kings- 
ton Rovers  in  the  Second  Drv- is! on  at  Aberavan  on  Sunday. His  chief  target  is  Richie 

Eyres,  the  Leeds,  Wales  and Great  Britain  forward,  but  he 

also  hopes  to  sign  Andy  Cur- 
rier from  Warrington,  John 

Fieldhouse  from  Halifax  and the  youthful  St  Helens  pair 
Mike  Riley  and  John  McAfee. 
Richard  Henare,  Warring, 

ton’s  signing  from  Carlisle, will  be  unable  to  play  at  Leeds 

in  the  Super  League  on  Sun- day because  he  has  not  yet 
been  granted  a   wort:  permit 
John  Dorahy,  the  Warring- 

ton coach,  said:  "Richard  had a   work  permit  at  Carlisle  but we  had  to  reapply  when  he 

joined  us  and  there  has  been  a 

delay."  The  former. New  Zea- 
land Under-21  three-quarter scored  12  tries  in  eight  games 

for  Carlisle! 
The  Co-operative  Insurance 

Society  has  agreed  a   three- year  shirt-sponsorship  deal 
with  the  Super  League 

referees. 
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Purse 
strings 
straining 
Robert  Armstrong 

finds  leading  clubs 

bracing  themselves 

for  the  big  pay-day 

ENGLAND'S  League  One 
clubs  are  bracing 
themselves  for  a   com- 

bined wage  bill  as  high  as 
£7.5  million  next  season, 
when  clubs  accustomed  to 

paying  out  less  than 
£100.000  a   season  will  find 

players,  coaches,  adminis- 
trators and  ground  staff  all 

on  their  payrolls  for  the 
first  time. 
Television  and  sponsor- 

ship income  will  be  vital  if 
the  10  or  12  clubs  are  to  bal- 

ance their  books. 
Gloucester  have  budgeted 

for  a   wage  bill  of  £650.000 

to  £700.000,  with  the  lion’s 
share  going  to  the  49  play- 

ers they  expect  to  put  under 
contract  in  the  coming 
months.  Mike  Coley,  the 
chief  executive,  said  his 
club  would  probably  oc- 

cupy a   midway  point  in  the 
pay  league,  which  was 
likely  to  be  headed  by  the 
big  two  of  Bath  and 
Leicester. 
“None  of  the  clubs  have 

the  money  they  need  to  pay 
the  players  underwritten 
yet."  admitted  Coley,  who 
used  to  be  involved  in  fund- 

raising as  the  RFU  market- 

ing manager.  “There  is  no doubt  the  money  will  have 
to  come  from  television  and 

commercial  sources.” Bath,  who  have  more  in- 
ternational players  —   some 

in  the  second  team  —   than 
any  other  club,  will  have  to 
find  some  £1.5  million  to 

pay  40  players  and  four 
fill] -time  club  employees, 
including  the  directors  of 
rugby  and  administration. 
If  Bath's  current  interna- 

Eyes down  for  overtime . . .   Scotland’s  pack,  with  their  captain  Rob  Wain  wright  on  the  left,  train  for  the  Hong  Kong  Sevens  starting  tomorrow  anatga/on 

tionals  are  not  guaranteed 
the  going  rate  of  between 
£40,000  and  £60.000  a   sea- 

son they  will  eventually 
drift  away  to  rival  clubs. 
Leicester,  who  usually 

field  six  internationals  in 
the  league,  need  to  find 
about  £1  million,  a   figure 
that  could  increase  sharply 

when  players  such  as  Mau- 
rice CockerilL  Darren  Gar- 

forth  and  Austin  Healey  — 
who  plans  to  switch  from 
Orrell  —   work  their  way 
into  the  senior  England 

squad. Harlequins*  lucrative 
sponsorship  with  the  Japa- 

nese electronic  giant  NEC 

will  guarantee  them  the 
£1  million  they  need  to  at- 

tract better  players  and  to 
hold  on  to  those  they  have 

developed  at  The  Stoop. 
Northampton,  who  look 

certain  to  win  promotion 

from  League  Two,  also  have 

a   big  international  contin- gent which  should  push 
their  wage  bill  above 
£800.000.  If  Wasps  and 
Bristol  mean  to  compete  for 
a   place  in  Europe  they  will 
also  need  to  regard 

£800,000  as  a   ball-park  fig- 

ure, and  clubs  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  money  league 

such  as  Sale,  Orrell  and 
West  Hartlepool  (provided 

they  stay  up)  will  need  to find  between  £350,000  and 
£600.000. 

The  handful  of  genuine 
world-class  players  in 
English  rugby  —   such  as 

Martin  Johnson,  Lawrence 

Dallaglio  and  Ben  Clarke  — 

Sport  in  brief 

M^jor  horse  player 
comes  out  of  Japan 
TERUNOBO  NAKAO,  a   Japanese  businessman,  is  setting  up  a 
multi-miUion-poimd  training  empire  at  the  Curragb  in  Ireland, 
writes  Ken  Oliver. 
Nakao  has  signed  up  the  Irish  trainer  Liam  Browne  to 

oversee  the  operation,  which  will  involve  more  than  200  horses. 
Nakao,  who  has  never  owned  racehorses  before,  and  Browne 
will  be  busy  at  the  main  bloodstock  sales  this  year  and  plan  to 
send  many  of  their  horses  to  England  to  be  trained. 

Browne  said:  "We  will  have  runners  with  two  trainers  at 
both  Newmarket  and  [nm  bo  urn  and  with  one  handler  at 
Epsom.  Our  aim  will  be  to  target  all  the  major  prizes  in  Britain. 

Ireland,  France,  Japan  and  America.” 

Five  live  claims  three  million 
BBC  Radio  Five  Live  registered  a   staggering  three  million  listen- 

ers for  its  4   am  broadcast  of  the  Tyson-Bruno  fight  from  Las 
Vegas,  writes  John  Dunam.  The  figure  is  double  the  previous  best 
of  15  million  for  Saturday  afternoon  Sport  on  Five,  though  figures 
are  hard  to  compare  because  of  a   change  in  reporting  methods. 

French  avoid  Bisham  bashing 
GREAT  BRITAIN’S  Olympic-bound  women's  team  extended  their 
unbeaten  run  to  eight  games  yesterday  but  with  the  comer  drills 

that  were  so  successful  in  Tuesday’s  8-2  victory  ineffective  yester- 
day, they  managed  to  beat  the  inexperienced  French  oniy  2-0, 

writes  Pat  Rowley. 
Tina  Cullen  scored  the  first  goal  after  12  minutes  with  an 

unconvincing  shot  and.  early  in  the  second  halt  set  upRhona 
Simpson  for  her  ninth  goal  in  10  internationals. 

Tomba  ciao  to  Carabinieri 
ALBERTO  TOMBA  left  his  job  as  a   sergeant  in  tee  paramilitary 
Carabinieri  yesterday  in  the  wake  of  a   scuffle  with  paparazzi 

Hie  head  of  the  Carabinieri  Commander  Luigi  Federici,  paid 

tribute  to  Tomba  but  added  teat  his  public  behaviour  “sometimes 
complicated  his  relations  with  the  force".  The  26-year-old  world 
and  Olympic  skiing  champion  recently  felled  a   photographer  with 
a   karate  kick  and  threw  a   glass  trophy  at  another. 

Another  fright  night  for  White 
JIMMY  WHITE,  a   shadow  of  the  plays*  who  captured  Benson  and 
Hedges  Irish  Masters  titles  in  1985  and  1986.  foiled  to  negotiate  the 

first  round  of  this  year’s  event  at  Gaffe  in  County  Kildare  yester- 
day when  he  lost  6-3  to  Ken  Doherty,  writes  Clive  Etxrton. 

White,  languishing  at  17th  in  the  provisional  world  rankings, 
put  together  a   highest  break  of  only  25  as  Doherty  established  a 
5-0  advantage.  “I'm  hitting  the  ball  great  in  practice.”  White 
maintained.  “I  feel  Tm  close  to  top  form.” 

Court  wants  Botha  stripped 
ANEW  JERSEY  court  has  ordered  the  International  Basing 
Federation  to  strip  its  heavyweight  champion  Francois  Botha  of 
his  title. 

The  South  African  tested  positive  fora  steroid  after  winning  a 
decision  over  Axel  Schulz  for  the  vacant  title  in  December.  Judge 
Dickinson  R   Debevoise  ruled  that  the  IBFs  failure  to  depose  the 

champion  was  an  "egregious”  violation  of  its  own  rules. 

Faldo  and  Montgomerie  air 
a   difference  of  approach 

■■■■■■  i*  ■*'■■■■  ■ 
•'  ,   '   ■   v'  • 

David  Davies  in  Jacksonville  finds  a   lighter 

side  to  our  top  pair  but  no  meeting  of  minds 

IN  THE  nicest  possible  way 
Nick  Faldo  was  contemptu- 

ous of  Colin  Montgomerie’s fitness  and  Montgomerie 

openly  dismissive  of  Faldo's obsession  with  analysis,  as 
the  Ryder  Cup  partners  pre- 

pared for  the  biggest  tourna- ment of  the  season  so  for.  the 
Players.  Championship  here 
in  Florida. 

Montgomerie.  European 
No.  1   for  the  past  three  years, 

has  lost  301b  in  an  effort  “to 
look  more  like  an  athlete”. Faldo,  who  has  long  looked 
one  and  has  a   rigorous  condi- 

tioning regime,  dismissed  his 
rival's  efforts.  Asked  tf  Monty 
could  match  him  in  tee  work- 

out room,  he  said:  “He couldn’t  go  the  first  lap.  You 
have  to  be  an  athlete  or  an 

animal  to  train  with  me." Montgomerie,  in  his  turn, 
was  asked  about  his  attitude 
to  coaching,  to  practising  and 
to  adopting  and  adapting  in 
the  way  so  many  modern 

golfers  do.  “I  think  the  long- 
est I   have  ever  spent  with  a 

coach  on  the  practice  ground 

is  one  hour.”  he  said.  “And that  was  with  the  man  who 
has  taught  me  for  22  years. 
Bill  Ferguson. 

I   “I  don’t  need  to  practise  as 
much  as  others  and  the  prac- 

1   tice  range  can  be  positively 

dangerous.  You  keep  over- 

hearing other  people’s  prob- lems and  you  get  to  thinking 
about  them;  and  representa- 

tives keep  offering  you  new 

equipment.  I’ve  brought  14 clubs  for  this  trip  and  those 

are  the  ones  I’m  going  to  use. 

I   like  to  keep  it  simple.” Though  he  won  his  only 
event  this  year,  the  Dubai 
Classic,  Montgomerie  has  yet 
to  win  in  the  United  States,  an 

omission  since  he  has  lost  two 
distinct  chances,  in  play-offs 
for  the  US  Open  and  the 
US  PGA  He  is  not  allowing  it 

to  worry  him.  *1  make  It  hard for  myself  to  win  in  America; 

I   only  ever  compete  against 

the  strongest  fields." 
This  week  is  an  example. 

More  than  40  of  the  top  50  in 
the  Sony  rankings  are  playing 
and  there  were  more  until 
Bernhard  T anger  and  Barry 
Lane  dropped  out  injured. 

Faldo’s  shadower  was  pres- 
ent again  yesterday,  filming 

every  full  shot  the  English- 
man played  over  the  back 

nine  holes.  Faldo  would  ap- 
proach the  ball  the  camera- 

man, a   David  Lead  be  tier  em- 
ployee. would  take  up 

position  behind  him.  Faldo 
would  practise  the  particular  , 
move  he  is  working  on  at  the 
moment  and  then,  after  tee 
shot  had  been  struck,  watch 
the  re-run  on  the  video. ’’It’s  an  instant  referral” 

said  Faldo.  “You  know  what 
you’re  trying  to  do,  you  prac- 

tise it.  then  you  see  whether 

you  actually  did  it."  If  that sounds  an  extreme  form  of 

preparation,  it  will  soon  be 
outdated.  “The  next  thing," 
said  Faldo,  ’’will  be  3-D.  With 

just  one  camera  shot  they'll be  able  to  show  your  swing 
from  as  many  different  angles 

Prospect  of  Augusta  keeps  Roe  on  a   high 

Michael  Britten  in  Funchal 

MARK  ROE  will  take  a 
long  time  to  come  down 

to  earth  when  the  Madeira 
Island  Open  starts  here  today. 
It  is  not  tee  steep  fairways 
and  elevated  greens  of  the 
spectacular  Santo  da  Serra 
course  1500  feet  above  Fun- 

chal that  will  be  keeping  his 
head  In  the  clouds,  but 

thoughts  of  his  first  US  Mas- 
ters appearance  next  month. 

Roe  can  hardly  contain  his 
excitement  at  the  prospect  of 

playing  at  Augusta  with  leg- ends such  as  Nicklaus, 

Palmer  and  Player.  “If  I   fall down  the  stairs  next  week  I 

will  play  on  crutches.”  he said.  He  qualified  because  he 

finished  13th  in  last  year's  US 
Open,  although  he  was  126th 
on  the  European  Tour. 

He  appreciates  the  irony  in 
the  invitation  which  arrived 
on  Christmas  Eve  and  which 

he  accepted  20  minutes  later. 
‘1  should  have  played  when  I 
was  ninth  in  the  Order  of 
Merit  after  winning  the 

I   French  Open  in  1994,”  he 
said.  “At  the  moment  I   don't 

deserve  a   place." However,  he  will  be  much 
better  prepared  than  seemed 
likely  earlier  this  year  when 
divorce  and  personal  problems 
almost  drove  him  to  suicide. 
With  Augusta  in  mind  he  has 
armed  himself  with  a   new  6.5- 
degree  driver  that  has  given 
him  an  extra  25  yards  from 
the  tee  and  earned  him  his 

first  cheque  in  five  appear- 
ances in  Lisbon  last  week. 

He  has  also  received  en- 
couragement from  Severiano 

Ballesteros,  the  first  Euro- 
pean to  conquer  Augusta  in 

1980.  "In  Dubai  Seve  forgot 
his  own  problems  to  tell  me 
that  I   was  a   feel  player  who 
should  forget  about  lessons 
and  just  do  my  own  thing. 
Coming  from  the  greatest  feel 
player  in  the  game,  that  was  a 

huge  compliment” 

A   five-inch  sunflower  on  the 

back  of  Roe’s  cap  to  publicise 
tee  Rainbow  House  Charity 
for  terminally  ill  children 
will  be  an  essential  part  of  his 
Masters  equipment.  In  the 
meantime  the  33-year-old from  Sheffield  is  almost  back 

to  his  old  irrepressible  self.  “I am  becoming  happier  with 
myself  and  feeling  better  in 

my  mind,”  he  said  as  he  con- 
templated this  week’s  dial- lenge.  “This  course  must  have 

been  designed  by  Chris  Bon- 
ington; the  PGA  has  put  ray- 

gen  on  the  1st  and  10th  tees,  so 

all  I   need  are  crampons.” 

Montgomerie . . .   simple  aim 

as  you  like,  and  all  in  3-D.” 
Faldo  is  looking  forward  to 

such  a   development  but retains  a   certain  humorous 
detachment  from  the  way  golf 

coaching  is  developing. 
“Soon.”  he  said,  ”we  won't 
have  to  go  out  on  to  tee 
coarse  personally,  just  send  a 
hologram  image.  That  could 

be  golf  in  the  future.” 

The  media  official  In  charge 
pointed  out.  though,  that 
Faldo  would  still  have  to  turn 

up  for  the  press  interview. “Oh."  he  said,  ’Td  just  send  a 

cardboard  cut-out”  An  Amer- 
ican journalist  greatly  dar- 

ing, said;  "Well  that’s  what 
we  get  anyway."  And  it  is  a measure  of  the  new.  more 

relaxed  Faldo  that  he  took  it 1 
in  good  part  and  laughed. 

Unhappy  end 
for  Gallachers 

THE  former  Ryder  Cup 
captain  Bernard  Gal- 

lacher  and  his  18-year-old 
son  Jamie  were  taken  to 
the  last  green  yesterday  as 

they  went  out  of  the 
Sonningdale  Foursomes  in 
the  second  round. 

In  a   see-saw  match  with 

Stmningd ale’s  lan  Camp- , 
bell  and  Mark  Roberts,  the 
Gallachers,  representing 
Wentworth,  won  the  11th 
hole,  lost  the  12th  and  took 
the  13th  to  go  one  np. 
Campbell  and  Roberts 

then  won  the  15tb  and  16th 
and  halved  the  last  two 
boles  for  victory-  Young 
Gallacber  had  a   tricky  putt 
at  the  l8th  to  keep  the 
match  alive  but  his  ball  hit 
the  back  of  the  hole  and bounced  three  feet  past- 

Cricket 

England 
close  in 
on  Lloyd 

should  be  earning  six-fig- ure salaries  within  a   year 
or  two,  yet  many  good  dub 

players  who  have  missed 
out  on  international  hon- 

ours may  be  fortunate  to 
earn  even  £20.000  a   year. 
Market  forces  are  bonnd  to 

create  a   substantial  gap  be- 
tween the  high-profile 

haves  and  the  underrated 
have-nots. 

David  Foot 

David  lloyd  may 

be  named  as  Eng- land coach  by  the 

weekend.  He  has 
told  friends  teat  he  is  flat- 

tered to  be  linked  with  the 
newly  created  post  and  is 
keen  to  accept 

His  employers,  Lancashire, for  whom  he  is  a   successful 
and  ebullient  coach,  are 

thought  to  be  prepared  to 
release  him  “with  great  reluc- 

tance" from  his  present  short- term contract.  But  there 
remain  delicate  negotiations 
between  tee  county  and  the 
Test  and  County  Cricket 
Board.  Lloyd  Is  also  likely  to 

ask  for  a   guarantee  of  a 
longer  contract  than  the  six 
months  initially  on  offer. 

The  TCCB  chairman  Den- 

nis Silk  said  yesterday:  “We are  currently  finding  out, 

following  discussions  at  yes- 
terday's TCCB  executive 

meeting,  about  contract situations. 
“We  have  to  check  if 

counties  would  be  prepared  to 

release  someone  under  con- 
tract or  not.  Then  we  have  to 

work  out  terms  for  what  ini- 
tially will  be  a   six-month  con- tract with  us. 

"Of  course  we  want  to  sort 

things  out  as  quickly  as  poss- 
ible. and  I'm  hopeful  of  being 

able  to  announce  tee  appoint- 

ment by  the  weekend.” 
Lloyd  remains  the  hot 

favourite,  not  least  because  of 
his  added  experience  as  a 

coach.  Lord's  is  also  im- 
pressed by  the  reports  it  has received  of  his  easy,  at  times 

jocular  rapport  with  the  play- ers at  Old  Trafford.  He  gets  on 

well  with  the  far  more  Intro- 
spective Mike  Atherton, 

whose  views  are  certain  to  be sought 

Atherton,  who  appeared  to 

be  going  into  some  kind  of self-imposed  retreat  after 

England’s  exit  from  the  World 
Cup  —   his  wish  to  stay  as  cap- 

tain appeared  uncertain  and 
his  demeanour  at  times  rein- 

forced that  doubt  —   would 
doubtless  be  happier  to  con- 

tinue as  leader  if  he  were 

working  in  Test  tandem  with 

Lloyd. 
However,  England's  chair- man of  selectors  Ray  filing- 

worth  has  championed 

Lloyd's  main  rival  for  the 

post,  John  Emburey.  Al- though the  former  Middlesex 
sptnner  has  said  privately 

that  he  would  like  to  be  con- 
sidered, negotiations  between 

the  TCCB  and  his  new  em- 
ployers Northamptonshire 

might  prove  more  difficult 
The  county  have  just  taken him  on  for  four  years. Lord's  is  expecting  up  to 

half  a   dozen  nominations 
from  the  counties  for  the  two 

vacant  posts  of  Test  selectors. 
In  addition  to  Fred  Tltmus 
and  David  Graveney.  names 

being  mentioned  include 
Mike  Gatting,  John  Edrich, 
Brian  Bolus,  Mark  Nicholas 

and  inevitably  the  old  maver- 
ick himself,  lan  Botham. 

•   India  and  Pakistan  will 

play  five  one-day  internation- 
als for  tee  Friendship  Cup  in 

Canada  in  September  as  part 

of  a   plan  to  popularise  tee 

game  worldwide. 
Arif  Abbas i,  chief  executive 

of  the  Pakistan  Cricket  Board 

(PCB),  said  the  recent  World 
Cup  on  the  subcontinent  had 

sparked  a   global  cricket  revo- 
lution. "The  most  apt  place 

for  the  World  Cup  might  soon 
be  the  West  Indies  and  North 

America  put  together.”  he 

said. 

Matthew  Bigal  on  England, 

G2  Inside  Story. 

Surrey  fume  at 
loss  of  McMillan 

SURREY,  for  the  third 

year  running,  have  been 
left  frantically  seeking  a 

new  strike  bowler  only  days 

before  the  beginning  of  the 

season,  after  the  decision  of 
Brian  McMillan  to  pull  out  of 

his  two-year  contract  with  tee 
county. 

The  problem  for  Surrey,  as 
with  the  previous  two  seasons 
when  the  Pakistani  Waqar 
Younis  became  unavailable, 

is  that  any  new  signing  at  this 
late  stage  is  unlikely  ade- 

quately to  replace  tee  player 
they  have  lost,  either  as  a 
wicket-taker  or  a   crowd- 

puller. 

Surrey  were  informed  they 
would  not  be  getting  McMil- 

lan in  a   telephone  call  from 
Ali  Bacher.  the  managing  di- 

rector of  the  United  Cricket 
Board  of  South  Africa.  The 
county's  chief  executive  Paul 

Sheldon  said  the  news  "came 

completely  out  of  the  blue". He  added:  “Dr  Bacher  told 
me  that  after  extensive  con- 

versations he’s  had  with Brian  McMillan,  who  had  a 
contract  with  them  [the 
UCBSA]  until  the  eng  of  May, 

the  player  bad  changed  his mind  about  the  contract  be 

had  signed  with  us." 
When  Surrey  announced  in 

the  winter  that  McMillan 
would  be  joining  them, 

Bacher  indicated  that  he  did 
not  approve  of  one  of  his  star 
Test  players  and  one  of  the world's  most  effective 

bowlers  being  exposed  to  the 
rigours  and  daily  grind  of 
county  cricket  South  Africa 
have  heavy  international 
commitments  over  the  next 

two  years,  including  nine 
Tests  and  24  one-day  interna- tionals in  199697, 10  Tests  and 
25  one-day  internationals  in 
1997-98,  and  a   full  England 
tour  in  the  summer  of  1998. 

Surrey  now  have  to  begin their  search  all  over  again, 

and  Waqar  will  be  on  tour with  Pakistan  this  summer. 
Before  the  McMillan  signing 

the  county  had  talked  with 

the  Queensland  East-medium bowler  Andy  Bichel  about  tee 

coming  season,  and  the  25- y ear-old.  who  toured  England 
last  year  with  the  successful Australia  A   party,  could 

again  be  an  option. 
In  a   terse  statement  Surrey 

said  they  had  been  assured  of McMillan's  availability  and 

commitment  "The  news  has 
come  as  a   surprise  to  those 
involved  in  the  negotiations, 

and  no  reasonable  explana- 

tion has  been  given." Ice  Hockey 

Warriors  take  on  Sir  John 

Vic  BateheMer 

THE  Newcastle  Warriors 
are  to  seek  legal  advice  on 

their  rejection  by  the  new 
Superleague.  They  are  angry 
that  the  league  has  instead chosen  the  Durham  Wasps,  a 

team  who  lack  a   suitable 
venue  but  happen  to  be 

owned  by  Sir  John  Hall,  the 

Superleague’s  president  elect. 
The  Warriors,  who  play  at 

the  8.000-seat  Newcastle 
Arena,  claim  to  meet  every 
requirement  for  Superleague 
membership.  Durham  have 

played  this  season's  home games  at  the  1.000-capacity 
Crowtree  Leisure  Centre  in 

Sunderland,  where  their  con- 

tinued tenancy  is  in  doubt 
Yet  the  Superleague  sug- 

gested yesterday  that  it  was 
the  Warriors  who  might  soon 

be  rendered  homeless.  “There is  a   question  mark  over  their 
continued  tenancy  in  Newcas- 

tle Arena,"  claimed  Super- 
league’s  acting  chief  execu- 

tive John  Lord. Noel  Penrose,  the  managing 

director  for  the  Newcastle 

Arena  managers,  said:  “We have  a   contract  with  Newcas- 
tle Warriors  which  is  capable 

of  enduring  for  up  to  20  years, 

but  it  is  also  capable  of  endur- ing for  less  than  one  year. 
There  are  provisions  which 
enable  both  parties  to  termi- 

nate the  agreement  under  cer- 

tain circumstances.” 

To  make  it  here, 

you  need  a   good 

the  Budweiser  Express  •   - 

home  game-  on  April  14.  T/ay  6   May  19,  May  27-  June  16.  £19.95  int  iudt,'1?  i.ilki’I  ti
«ivH. 

CALL  THE  Budweiser  Express 

HOTLINE  ON  0171  251  5300 

Unlike  the  average  Football  coach,  ours  won’t  yell,  scream,  or  make  you  do  a 
hundred  laps.  But  what  it  wiTl  do  is  get  you  to  the  game  in  style.  The  £19.95 

price  includes:  "   Premium  seat  at  White.  Hart  Lane  worth  £16.50  (while 

stocks  last)  *   Return  travel  From  up  to  29  diFFerent  towns  and  cities 

•   Budweiser  giFt  voucher  {must  be  over  IB)  •   Ticket  orders  are  subject  to  a 

Single  transaction  charge  oF  £3-00.  So,  what  the  *#%@  are  you  waiting  for? 

Let’s  get  those  Fingers  moving! 
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SportsGuaurdian 
INTERNATIONAL  SOCCER 

England  1,  Bulgaria  0 
Scotland  1 ,   Australia  0 

Ferdinand  finds  the  finish  Mccoist  the headmaster Davfd  Lacey 
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England's  opening  Euro- 
pean Championship  game 

against  Switzerland  is  just 
over  10  weeks  away.  It  is  a 

fair  bet  last  night's  team  will  i 
not  be  the  one  Terry  Venables  ; 
picks  for  that  match.  For 
those  taking  part  the  need  to 
impress  was  paramount 

For  the  Rngianrf  coach  this 
match,  like  the  coming  friend- 

lies against  Croatia  and  Hun- 
gary and  maybe  even  the 

quirky  game  in  China,  was  an 
opportunity  to  study  perfor- 

mances and  examine  options. 
Certainly  Bulgaria  presented 
a   meaningful  yardstick.  Even 
without  the  injured  Stoich- 
kov.  seven  of  last  night's  team had  reached  the  1994  World 
Cup  semi-finals  by  beating 
Germany,  the  holders. 

Bulgaria’s  early  move- ments were  reminiscent  of 
that  sultry  afternoon  in  New 
Jersey,  and  a   neat  backheel 
from  Lechkov  to  Kostadinov 
in  the  England  penally  area 
looked  ominous.  Nevertheless 
England  were  ahead  by  the 
sixth  minute  following  a   pass 
by  Sheringham  that  would 
have  graced  any  tournament 

Picking  the  ball  up  in  an 

apparently  innocuous  posi- 
tion, the  Tottenham  player 

turned  and  delivered  a   superb 
30-yard  ball  into  the  path  of 
Ferdinand,  and  the  Newcastle 

striker's  pace  did  the  rest Ivanov  could  not  catch  him 
and  Mikhailov  was  beaten  by 
a   confident  piece  of  finishing. 
With  Ince  and  Gascoigne 

linking  consistently  in  mid- 
field and  McManaman  begin- 
ning to  cut  in  from  the  left 

and  run  at  defenders,  Eng- 
land kept  up  an  impressive  at- 

tacking momentum.  Pearce 
and  Stone  gave  their  move- 

ments width  and  the  combi- 

nation of  Sheringham’s  cun- 
ning- and  Ferdinand's  speed 

and  strength  continued  to 
pose  Bulgaria  problems 
through  the  middle. 

Lechkov.  setting  up  clever 

for  Scotland 
■   V   W   - 

Patrick  Glenn 

Billed  as  a   trial,  this 

match  became  more 

of  an  ordeal  for  some 
of  those  Scotland 

players  hoping  to  secure  a 
place  in  the  final  squad  for 
this  summer's  European 

Championship
. 

On  a   largely  unsatisfactory 
night  in  front  of  only  20.608. 

peripheral  contenders  such  as Kevin  Gallacher.  John  Spen- 
cer and  Billy  McKiniay  did 

not  impress. 
The  oldest  trialist  erf  all.  33- 

year-old  Ally  McCoist,  dem- onstrated that  he  retains  the 
scoring  knack  with  a   perfect 
header  past  Mark  Bosnich 
early  in  the  second  half.  In  a 
match  of  very  limited  oppor- 

tunities. at  least  the  conver- sion ratio  was  well  up. 

Scotland  enjoyed  so  much 
possession  in  file  first  half 
that  there  was  a   danger  of 
players  being  tempted  out  of 
position  to  join  the  attack, 
leaving  them  vulnerable  to 

the  quick  counter. 
The  problem  was  high- lighted when  a   quick  pass 

from  Popovic  would  have  left 
Tobin  with  a   clear  run  at 

Leighton  had  he  not  been 

halted  by  a   linesman's  ques- tionable oftside  decision. 
If  the  Scots  failed  to  look 

incisive  or  imaginative  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bosnich  for  long 
periods,  it  was  largely  due  to 

the  Australians'  well-drilled 
back  five,  operating  just  be- 

hind another  four  who 
formed  the  first  layer  of 

resistance. With  the  home  side  domi- 
nating possession  everywhere 

but  in  Australia's  penalty 

area,  it  was  always  likely' 
free-kicks  would  offer  Scot- 

land their  best  method  of 

scoring  but  it  took  27  minutes 
for  a   them  to  win  one  in  a 

promising  position. 
That  was  on  the  right  edge 

of  the  box  and  from  Collins's 
curling  left-foot  strike  Bos- nich flew  to  his  right  to  save. 

Collins,  like  McAllister. 
McStay  and  McKiniay  in  the 
Scotland  midfield,  had  en- 

countered great  difficulty  in 
opening  up  a   defence  in 
which  Tobin,  the  Vidraar 

brothers.  Popovic  and  Horvat 

were  quick  and  alert. 
During  the  first  half,  Aus- 

tralia seemed  to  have  neither  i 
the  inclination  nor  the  ability 
to  create  any  menace  of  their  ! 

own. It  may  have  suited  their 
purpose,  but  did  nothing  to 
warm  those  who  had  paid  to 
watch  on  a   bitterly  cold  night 

4*  \ .   .   :   \   v   v   w 

Quick  finish . . .   Ferdinand’s  pace  settles  the  match  after  six  minutes  as  Ivanov  tries  desperately  to  block  his  shot PHOTOGRAPH:  ROSS  NNNAfftD 

passing  movements  with 
Penev  and  Kostadinov,  looked 

capable  of  disrupting  Eng- 
land’s defence  but  the  only 

real  threat  from  Bulgaria  in 
the  first  half-hour  came  when 
Seaman  had  to  snatch  the  ball 

from  Kostadinov*s  feet  after  a 
little  lob  from  Lechkov  had 
sent  him  clear. 

By  half-time  England  might 
have  scored  several  more 
goals.  They  suffered  four  near 
misses  between  the  34th  and 
38th  minutes.  Sheringham, 
making  a   late  run  to  meet  one 
of  several  sharply  in-swing- 1 

lng  comers  from  Pearce  on 
the  right,  glanced  the  ball  just 
wide  of  the  left-hand  post. 
Ferdinand,  accepting  a   return 

pass  from  Sheringham,  again 
burst  clear  but  this  time  over- 

ran the  ball,  allowing  Mikhai- 
lov to  smother  the  danger. 

Then  Ferdinand  turned  pro- 
vider. sending  in  Gascoigne 

only  for  Mikhailov,  who  was 
spending  more  and  more  time 
out  of  the  Bulgarian  penalty 

area,  to  thwart  him  with  a   de- 
fender’s sliding  tackle. 

As  the  half  ended,  Sher- 

mgham.  who  had  been  out- 

standing. sent  McManaman 
clear.  The  Liverpool  player 
bore  down  on  goal  but  lost 

control  of  the  ball  at  the  cru- cial moment 

Then  a   low  cross  from  Gas- 
coigne defeated  everybody  in 

the  goalmouth  until  Ginchev 
achieved  a   half-clearance 
which  went  straight  to 
McManaman.  This  time  he 
mishit  his  shot  and  the  ball 
hobbled  to  Ferdinand,  who 
was  denied  a   second  goal  by 
the  right-hand  post 

The  Bulgarians  made  three 

changes  at  half-time. 

Strangely  Mikhailov  was  one 
of  them;  Popov,  his  replace- 

ment in  goal,  looked  less  sure 
of  himself,  especially  when 

flunbling  a   centre  from  South- 
gate,  who  had  come  out  of 
England's  defence  to  set  up  a 
move  on  the  right  with  Stone. 
Borimirov.  however,  gave 

Bulgaria  more  attacking  im- 
petus than  they  had  achieved 

hitherto.  For  the  first  time  in 

the  game  Venables’s  defend- ers had  to  do  some  serious defending. 

Yet  England  were  still  the . 
team  more  likely  to  score 

goals  and  just  past  the  hour  a 
cleverly  worked  free-kick 
might  have  brought  them  an- other. Ince  was  sandwiched 

by  Kostadinov  and  Ivanov  as 
he  approached  the  18-yard 
line  mid  Pearce  prepared  for 
one  of  his  thunderous  shots. 

That  was  the  deception.  In- 
stead Gascoigne  slipped  the 

ball  forward  to  McManaman, 

who  spoilt  the  effect  by  shoot- 
ing over  the  bar.  But  it  was  a 

good  moment  all  the  same. 

Asprilla  let  off  for  a   bit  of  horse  play  on  the  way 
Robert  Pryce 

FAUSTINO  ASPRILLA 
found  trouble  again 
yesterday  when  he 

turned  up  nine  hours  late 
for  a   gathering  of  the 
Colombian  national  team 
in  Medellin. 

Newcastle  United’s  £7J5 
million  striker  was 

dropped  for  today's  game 
against  Bolivia,  then  re- 

instated after  team-mates 
interceded  on  his  behalf. 
“Asprilia’s  attitude  Is 

very  bad  and  shows  a   lack 

of  discipline,”  said  Colom- 
bia’s manager  Hernan 

Dario  Gomez.  “I  cannot 
allow  him  to  behave  like 

this." 

“I  had  a   family  problem 
and  arrived  late,"  Asprilla 
said.  “I  have  explained 
everything  and  apologised 
to  Herman  and.  the  squad 

for  this  small  act  of 

indiscipline.” 
Local  reports  threw  little 

light  on  Asprilia’s  "family 
problem”.  He  was  due  at 
the  training  camp  at  mid- 

day on  Tuesday  but  a   local 
news  agency  reported  that 

the  player,  who  keeps  pedi- 
gree horses  on  his  farm 

near  his  home  town  of 
Tulua.  had  been  visiting  a 
horse  show  in  Manizales  on 
Tuesday  morning. 

“We  know  nothing  about 

this,"  Terry  McDermott, 
Newcastle’s  assistant  man- 

ager. said  yesterday.  “Tino is  due  back  on  Friday  and 
until  we  speak  to  him  there 

is  nothing  to  be  said.” But  Newcastle  can  hardly 

be  surprised.  Asprilla  ar- rived with  the  reputation  of 
an  ungovernable  maverick. 
In  four  years  at  Parma  he 
crashed  at  least  four  cars 
and  drove  his  coaches  to 

distraction.  He  earned  a 
suspended  sentence  for  a 
firearms  offence  in  Colom- 

bia. A   dispute  with  a   bus 
driver  is  said  to  have 
caused  the  injury  that 
forced  him  out  of  the  1993 

Cup  Winners’  Cup  final. 
And  his  first  month  in  Eng- 

land was  marred  by  a   clash 
with  Keith  Curie  of  Man- 

chester City  winch  led  to 
FA  charges  of  violent  and 
ungentlemanly  conduct. 

EMOLANO  Samoa  (Arsenal  I.  S   M— — 
(Manchester  Utd).  Homy  (Newcastle 

Uld).  g   out*  gat  a   (Aston  Villa).  Peat®* (Nottingham  Forest).  Stone  (Nottingham 

Forest).  Gaseotflne  (Rangers.  Platt, 
Arsenal.  77mlni.  Inca  (Inter  Milan). 
Unit  an  am  an  (Liverpool).  Sheringham 
(Tottenham:  Lee,  Newcastle  United,  77). 
Ferdinand  (Newcastle  Utd:  Fowler, 

Liverpool.  77). BOLOARIAe  Mikhailov  (Reading): 

Kremenllev  (Olymptakoel.  Qlnohev 
(Den  1:115  per).  Heahchev  (Hamburg). 

Ivanov  (Rapid  Vienna).  Leahkor 

(Hamburg  I.  KMake*  (An  orthos  Is),  Iwnkov 
(Uerdlngen).  lontmev  (Sporting  Lisbon). 
Koatadinov  (Bayern  Munich).  Penev 

(AUettoo  Madrid). 
Refer* e»  G   Bankoe  (Austria). 

When  Australia  won  a   corner 

kick  m   the  +3lh  minute,  it seemed  almost  worthy  of 

striking  a   set  of  medals. 
The  Scots  may  have  had 

more  ambition,  but  they  were 

hardly  more  effective  in  try- 
ing to  achieve  it  although O’Neil,  wandering  forward 

from  central  defence,  drove 
the  ball  low  and  wide  from 
around  30  yards. 

Craig  Brown's  half-time  de- cision to  take  off  O'Neil  and 
McStay.  defender  and  mid- fielder respectively,  and 

replace  them  with  two  for- wards in  Gallacher  and  Booth 

almost  backfired  within  three 
minutes  of  the  second  half. 

As  Australia  pushed  To- ward. Slater  bolted  down  the 
right  and  crossed  to  Arnold 
He  swung  and  missed,  but  the 
ball  ran  to  Aurelio  Yidmar 
who  forced  a   fine  save  out  of 

Leighton  with  a   low  drive  In 
truth,  he  should  have  scored. 
Seven  minutes  after  Vid- mar’s  miss  McCoist.  captain- 

ing the  Scots,  then  gave  a 
demonstration  of  how  to  take 
a   chance.  Gallacher  moved 
down  the  left  and  delivered  a 

magnificent  cross  and 
McCoist,  the  ultimate  preda- 

tor, sent  his  header  from 

eight  yards  away  to  the  left  of Bosnich. 
The  changes  made  by  the 

Scots  not  only  enlivened  their 

own  performance,  but  seemed to  encourage  the  Australians 
into  more  advanturousness. 

Only  a   diving  save  from 

Leighton  prevented  an  equal- iser as  Van  Blerk  drove  the 
ball  low  and  accurately  with 

his  left  foot  from  Corica's short  free-kick. 
Bosnich  also  had  to  go  to 

work  again  a   little  later  when 
Collins  delivered  a   cross  to 
the  head  of  Spencer  at  the  for 
post  and  the  goalkeeper 

tipped  the  Chelsea  forward's 
effort  over  the  bar. 
SCOTLANOi  Letgktoa  i HiCoi n.tn): 

Button  (Ctioteeai  Boyd  iCclbci  OtUI 
[Cornel.  HanOry  (Blackburn)  MsiOnfay 
[   Blackburn  k.  Ipue  '.CbefcsW.  MoStay 

i   Ccitlcl.  MoCofad  (Rangers)  Wc«»Hr 
(Loads).  CaHnt  ICklifci 
AUSTRALIA:  Beanteh  .awn  V.Har  T 
VMnur  iNAC  B>eda>.  Poymvhi  (Sydney 

Lid)  Van  Blerk  (Viliwsiil  Stater  (West 
'   Ham).  Boner  (Haidui  Spi  n   Arnold  (MAC 

Breda).  A   VMnar  (FC  Sion)  Corine 
[Woh.es).  Heart  iShell.aK  utd).  TflMn (Adelaide  City). 

Referee;  H   van  Dili  (HoJUntfl. 

•   An  own  goal  by  Newcas- tle's Philippe  Albert  put 

France  on  the  way  to  a   2-0 
win  over  Belgium  in  Brussels 
last  night.  Sabri  Lamouchi 
scored  the  second  in  the  72nd 
minute. 

•   Oliver  Bierhoff  scored  a 
goal  in  each  half  last  night  in 
his  second  international  to 

give  Germany  a   2-0  win  over Denmark  in  Munich. 
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Across 
1   Suspended  work  In  ancient 

Babylon  {7,7) 

9   They're  associated  with heads  and  tails  (3-4) 

10  Putrnto  liquidation?  (7) 

11  Rock's  ending  in  sacred 
place  (5) 

1 2   Unexceptional  combination 
of  extremes  (3,3,3) 

13  Under  a   spell  and  thence 
transformed  (9) 

14  Soundly  examine  European 
language  (5) 

15  Sailors  may  take  a   turn 

round  them  © 

17  He  Is  not  sdll  in  business  (9) 
20  Sailor  man  in  waterproof 

material  (9) 

22  Imprisons  many  for  a   long 

time  (5) 

23  Where  they  wash  and  air French  articles  first  (7) 

□   □□nnonoi □nsanoaDiii  ebejoea 
□   □□□□obdI □□□□□□□  □□□□□□□! 
□   □   □   E   □   □ 
□□BED  □□□□□□□□□ □   e   □   □   a   □ 
□□□EEanoonaEnns □   □   □   E   □   □ 
□□□□□□□□□  0E3EEE Q   □   O   0   D   _ 

□□QOQODl 
□   □□□dqueI 
□□□□□  nQEDEOEnnl 
□   a   □   □   □   a   □   n| CROSSWORD  SOLUTION  20^611 

24  Major  currwcy  of  China  (7) 
25  Robin's  home  (8.6) 

Down 1   Courage  following  trouble 

may  provide  comfort  in 
retirement  (3-5,6) 

2   Relatively  favourable  (?) 

3   Not  up  to  date  with  the 

accounts?  (2,7) 

4   Have  fun  on  leave  near 
Portsmouth  (7) 

5   It's  sweet.  I   observe,  and 

round  (7) 

6   Devil  doctor  in  his  study  (5) 

7   Render  an  account  (7) 

8   Esteem  shown  for  those 

who  are  fit?  (7,7) 

14  Notable  increase  in  volume 

0) 

16  Finished,  being  nothing less  than  painstaking  (7) 

17  Agree  to  start  home  without me  calling  in  pursuit  (5-2) 

18  In  a   bad  temper  the  day 

none  came  round  (7) 

18  He  gets  what's  left  (7) 
21  It  counts  as  a   creeper  (5) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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